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as airliners collide 


^Agencies 

New Delhi - 

Hundreds of charred 'bodies, 
many stiD burning. were strewn, 
around a village west of New 
Delhi last night after a Saudi 

■ jumbo jet collided with a Kazak 
■ * • airliner in a massive explosion. 

It was feared that 351 people 
had been killed in what would 

■ be the third-worst air crash 

; ' «j. E jrver and the worst mid-air col- > 
1 ■ -i • ;n k ujWKision. 

| The Indian Foreign Office 
kud a British passenger was be- 
|Cvecr to have been aboard the 
saudi plane. -Another 16 for- 
eigners were believed aboard - - 
dine Nepalis, three Pakistanis, 
two Americans, u Bangladeshi, 
and a SaudL ' 


Fireballs over Indian town after worst-ever mid-air crash 



A report from Chandigarh, 
near the site of the disaster, said 
200 charred bodies, inducting 
those of the pilots of the Sau- 
di Boeing and one air hostess, 
had been found. 

‘About 200 bodies, most of 
them-buraing, were sighted at 
the spot, where relief and sal- 
vage operations were being 
hampered due to darkness," the 
Press Ttust of India said. 

Villagers near Charkhi 
Dadri, a town of 50,000 sur- 
rounded by flat farmland, said 
that the impact of the crash had 
created a lQft-deep crater over 
an area of about 330 square 
feet at the site, about 50 miles 


south-west of New Delhi. 

A budding contractor Rao 
Singh witnessed the crash. “I 
saw fireballs and big black 
smoke about three or four kilo- 
metres from my house faiKng 
into the fields," he said. “The sky 
was absolutely red”. 

One aviation source de- 
saibed the aftennatbof the col- 
lision as “lilre a beft of lightning 
- two streaks of fire' desetmd- 
ed down to the ground”. An- 
other witness said? “Isaw a ball 
of firtme hurtling down and I 
could make out that it was an 
aircraft” Police coitjonedoff 
the area as rescue vehicles 
went to the site. 


Ranjan Cbatterjee, chairman 
of the Airports Authority of In- 
dia, told a news conference: 
“We have not heard of any sur- 
vivors so ^ It seems rather dif- 
ficult, unfortunately.’’ The PT1 
reported that three survivors 
were polled from the wreckage 
but they had all died on the way 
to hospital. 

The collisum between the 747 
and the Kazak plane took place 
after nightfall. Saudi Airways 
flight SV763 took off from new 
Delhi's Indira Gandhi Interna- 
tional Airport ar 633pm, bound 
for Dahran and Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia. It had 312 passengers 
and crew on board. The plane 


wasdeared to efimb to 14,000ft. 
Seven minutes after take-off, it 
collided with the Kazak aircraft, 
flight KZA1907 from 
Shymkent, which was making its 
landing approach. The Kazak 
airliner haa 39 people on board, 
said officials. 

HS Khola, India’s director 
general of dvil aviation, said: 
“At about 18:40 [1340 GMTJ, 
the radar blip of both aircraft 
was I 05 L” 

Indian reports at first said the 
Kazak fli gh t was a Tupolev- 154. 
but officials in Kazakstan said 
the flig ht of the same number 
was usually an Byusbin-76 cargo 
plane. 


The weather in Delhi was 
normal for the time of year, and 
there was no immediate word 
on the cause of the collision. 
The Indian government or- 
dered a judicial inquiry. 

A Boeing spokesman in 
Evereu, Washington, Doug 
Webb, said the 747-100 had 
been delivered to Saudi Airways 
in 1982. It was configured to 
cany 377 passengers. Mr Webb 
said he had no information on 
the plane’s service record, 
whether it was equipped with 
crash-avoidance device or what 
may have caused the collision. 

. Until Friday's crash, the 
third-deadliest crash was the 


1974 accident outside Paris in- 
volving a Turkish DC- 10 which 
killed 346 people. 

The Saudi airline’s last dis- 
aster was in August 1990 when 
a Lockheed TriStar caught fire 
at Riyadh airport shortly before 
take-off. All 301 people aboard 
were killed. 

Until yesterday's collision. 
India had been 'regarded as 
having good air- traffic-control 
systems. 

“Pilots hare been reason- 
ably happy with conditions in In- 
dia.” said Tbny Myers, 
administration and finance of- 
ficer of the Surrey-based In- 
ternational Federation of 
Airline Pilots. "Wfe have had no 
particular complaints about the 
area.” There were areas where 



pilots were deeply concerned 
about safety, but India was not 
one of them, said Chris Darke, 
general secretary of the British 
Airline Pilots' Association. 

Further reports, page 9 
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John Major yestektifiy made 
Brussels “dictatorship" over 
Westminster a centra! battle- 
ground for the nod election, af- 
ter the European Court threw 
out Britain's objections to-the 
48-hour Working Time Direc- 
tive. * • - ‘ 

“What I object to is working 
conditions being dictated from 
Brussels when they should be 
determined here : “in this 
House ” the Prime 'Minister 
told the Commons to loud Tbry 
cheers. ' _ . ... »; ' 

But the consensus in both 
Brussels and Westminster last 
night was that Mr Major was 
striking a posture for political 
effect, tohdp him unite his own 
party and to paint Labour as a 


£t/ 
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ed from the dh$qtiyej and all 
ftiit&gr ■ afterapti at . uncased 
“social ehgfoeering*, he wodld 
veto the new European treaty 
currently being negotiated hy 
the 15 member states. 

Mocking Mr Major’s stance, 
Tbny Blair told. MPs: “Isn't 
. this jnstbackto beef, Mifare, five 
months on, they’ve not even got 
the gelatine ban lifted?" 

It was the old tactic, the 
Labour leader said. “They seize 
on an issue, they talk' tough, 
they alienate everybody, and 
then they caye in. The law 
. which gives the right to people 
for a minimum holiday is not 
the issue upon which to launch 
Beef War Mark 2” 

liberal Democrat MP Men- 
ries Campbell said; “Britain win 
never influence Europe so long 
as it sulks in its tent.” 

Tbry Euro-sceptics jumped at 
the chance to demand a further 
round of BS&fityle non-coop- 
eration, which was immediate- 
ly ruled out by Mr Major. The 
most outspoken critic, Tejesa 
Gorman, told 77 j«? Indepen- 
dent: “The Prime Minister is in 
; the position of the eunuch; he 
cant do anything. They have 
ways of making us conform.” 

. From' the other side of the - 
Tbry divide, Edwina Currie 
said: “Uiuxnping the table in 
■ Europe is- childish, petulant 
ami useless: It makes our part- 
ners turn away iu disgust and 



Where a 
48-hour 
week is 
a luxury 

The decision of the European 
Court on the 48-boor working 
week was greeted with 
interest and amusement by 
junior doctors who are 
exdnded from the Working 
Time Directive, writes Liz 
Hunt. They agree completely 
with the two British 
scientists who gave evidence 
to the Court that excess 
boors are bad for health. 

To Dr Hnw Thomas (left), 
a 24-year-old junior doctor 
of just three months’ 
experience, a 48-hour 
working week is an 
impossible dream. He works 
a 72-houcr week in the second 
busiest cancer department in 
Britain; he is on call every 
fourth night, entailing a 

continuous shift of 48 hours. 
He sleeps when he can. 

“When yon are tired 
you are a bit slower but 
you know yon are under 
pressure and the adrenalin 
flows, which balances the 
tiredness,” he said. 

Photograph : Dale Cherry 


they no longer listen to the se- 
rious points we make." 

. Deep scepticism was also 
shown in Brussels, where 
Bj jfigh officials immediately 
demanded an “opt-out” from 
the directive. 

Almost as soon as the court's 
decision was delivered. Sir 
Stephen Wall, Britain's am- 
bassador to the European 
Union, tabled proposals for 
the opt-out at a meeting of the 
inter-goverameutaJ conference 
(1GC), -which is up-dating the 
Maastricht Treaty. 

Sir Stephen also demanded 
that the new treaty should re- 
write health and safety powers, 
currently governed by majori- 
ty voting, to allow a national 


veto. The demands for a new 
working hours “opt-out”, to ex- 
tend the existing social chapter 
opt-out. and for a veto of fur- 
ther health and safety measures, 
are highly unlikely to be agreed 
by other European member 
states in their IGC talks - 
which are not scheduled to be 
concluded nnril next June. 

As Mr Blair pointed out in 
the Commons, that “conve- 
niently followed an expected 
May election, which the Con- 
servatives could lose. 

Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, told the Com- 
mons: “This House should not 
; seek to disobey the law. “We 
obey the law until we can secure 
-a change in it, and we are de- 


termined to secure that chz 
in the law through 
means.” 

Mr Lang said earlier that the 
Government expected to take 
two to three months to consult 
business 'and industry about 
the implementation of the new 
law, which would then be 
speedily introduced, in a mat- 
ter of weeks, by Statutory In- 
strument. 

Underlining the importance 
of the battle, Mr Major sent a 
letter to Jacques San ter, the 
Commission President, and his 
14 fellow-leaders, warning 
them of the fight ahead. “I at- 
tach the utmost importance to 
these amendments,” he said, 
“and 1 shall insist that they form 


part of the outcome of the in- 
ter-governmental conference/ 

A buoyant Padraig Flynn, 
European commissioner for 
social affairs, confirmed yes- 
terday that the Commission is 
now planning to propose an ex- 
tension of the working hours di- 
rective to workers currently 
exempted, including junior doc- 
tors, fishermen ana transport 
workers. 

Mr Flynn hit back at Mr Ma- 
jor, who has accused the Com- 
mission of bringing in the 
working hours measure 
through the “back door", say- 
ing Britain was now trying to 
“break down the doori’ by re- 
writing the treaty in the ibC. 

Leading article, page 13 
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A million hOme-own 
have to pay more 
mortgages front next 
following 'the decision 
Nationwide building* - 
raise its iandard ' 
by 0-25 ^fir eent to fi/ 
cent. - -.y ‘ ‘ " 


-The Government aanbpn&^m 
the Commons increased: igp. 


owners of handguns tohe^- 
lowed after the Dunblane mas- 
sacre 



QCAVboxnb hail - y 

Scotland Yard’s anti-terrorist 
branch has saidil is tpsmtlyjiy- 
ing to trade down anlRAunil 
which is thought iohave.arnf6d 
itself with t>omb-pjakiiig«jiap- 
ment or firearms during a "rani 
on a sericsof self-storageiinits . 
in West London. _ The . IRA’s 
hadisbdievrtlohMiachitted 
Semteis, / . - ?%m2 
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I An evangelical bfrhop' 

tax allowances for' 
which would 

to stay at home. T^c Bshbp qf 
Hull,' the III Rev'JamSJSes. 
said that the presentlfysspfopb- 
nalised parents. . : Page? 




off the hook 
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Westminster Correspondent 


Government whips were last 

sufwert Ite Com moi^inqulry 
into- the NcflHamilton affair. 

Dale Campbell-Savours, a 
Labour member of the com- ' 
mfttee hearing evidence, from 
David Willetts, the Paymaster 
General and former whip who 
-is accused of- trying to- block 
Commons investigations of the 
affair, suggested that MrTMI- 
Ietts k actions , were pari of a 
wider attempt by the whips to 
protectMr Hamflton. _ 

Mr CampbeD-Savours.sug- 
gested ihe unusual selection of 
a whip, Andrew Mitchell, to sit 
bn tire now defunct Members’ 
interests Committee in June 
I994,ied to infoniwtioti $eing- 
fpd from the commfrtee to the 
Prime Minis ter. • r 
.. The fijlpgation widens the 
coufroversy sunouftdm^ the . 
invoNrinent ofthewhips m the 
quasi-jtidfcial padiamentaiy in- 



Dale Campbell-Savours: 
suspects wider campaign 

vestigatioa. of the Hamilton 
affair. 

Mr Willetts is accused of try- 
ing to pressure the chairman of 
the- Members’ Interest Com- 
mittee but if the accusation by 
Mr Campbell- Savours is 
proved, it.suggests there was a 
concerted attempt by the whips 
office to sideline the inquizy. 




IT 




He told Mr Willetts: "I put 
ft to you that there was a de- 
liberate, very effective effort 
made by the whips' office to 
try to influence this inquiry.” 

On the second day of the 
committee hearing evidence 
from Mr Willetts, Mr CampbeH- 
Savours surprised the commit- 
tee by producing a new memo 
allegedly written by Mr 
Mitchell 

Mr Campbefl-Savoure, MP 
for Workington, said the memo 
was written by Mr Mitchell fol- 
lowing the publication of an ar- 
ticle in The Independent on 24 
October 1994 under the head- 
ing of “Hamilton failed to de- 
clare payments”. 

In the article, the paper said 
that Mr Hamilton failed to de- 
clare in the register of MPs in- 
terests' a paid-for consultancy 
for a public relations firm with 
strong links to southern Africa. 

The memorandum from Mr 
Mitchell, dated the same day, 
was headed “The Independent 
article on Hamilton” and is 


f 


addressed to the then Chief 
Whip, Richard Ryder. It said 
that Mx Mitchell had spoken to 
the Registrar of Members’ In- 
terests and “in confidence” he 
had been told that the derision 
on whether the committee 
would rule against Mr Hamil- 
ton for not registering the pay- 
ment could go either way. “He 
[the Registrar] does not like it 
but there is no relevant past de- 
cision for them to refer badk to.” 

Mr Mitchell described the 
Registrar’s views as “not very 
helpful T am afraid”. 

Mr Campbell-Savours sug- 
gested that “ there was a pattern 
of intense whip activity both on 
and off the committee. It does 
point to an attempt to try to 
influence the derision of the 
committee.” 

The committee will now dis- 
cuss whether to call further 
witnesses into Lhe affair and 
what action to lake against Mr 
Willetts at its meeting next 
Monday. 

Andrew Man; page 15 
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Irish minister 
faces renewed 
calls to quit 

Ireland's justice minister. 
Nora Owen, was last night 
under growing pressure to 
quit as a scandal deepened 
over her department's failure 
to leave a judge hearing 
terrorist cases after he was 
tcchnicaliy retired and 
ineligible to sit on the bench. 

Her position was furt her 
undermined when a series of 
prisoner*, including 
suspected republicans facing 
explosives charges and 
extradition proceedings, were 
granted judicial review of the 
legality of their detention. 

The Dail last night began a 
two-day confidence debate in 
the three-party coalition 
Government, forced by an 
Opposition no-contidence 
challenge to Ms Owen, the 
Attorney General, Dermot 
G lesson, and the Taoiseach. 
John Bruton.. 4/an Murdoch 

Road attack 
man better 

Police hope to be able to 
speak soon to Simon 
Willraou. who was critically 
injured when a concrete 
block was dropped through 
the windscreen of his car as 
he was driving along the M3 
motorway in Hampshire. 

The 22-year-oid, from 
Bagshot. Surrey, who 
suffered severe chest injuries 
in the incident last month, 
has made such good progress 
that he was transferred 
yesterday from the Royal 
Brampton Hospital. London, 
to ills local Frimley Park 
Hospital. Police are treating 
the incident as attempted 
murder. 

No Coltrane 
in ‘Cracker’ 

Granada has been 
commissioned to take 
Cracker to the US. but 
Robbie Coltrane wQl not be 
repeating his award-winning 
role. It is the first British 
production company to be 
commissioned by one of the 
big four US networks. The 
one-hour pilot episode begins 
filming in the spring for 
screening next year and 1998. 


Tanker pilot 
wins appeal 
over disaster 

John Peam, the Milford 
Haven pilot found guilty of 
incompetence after the 
tanker Sen Empress ran 
aground as it entered the 
west Wiles port last 
February, spilling 70,000 
tonnes of crude oil, had an 
appeal upheld yesterday, 
prompting criticism of the 
port authority and sparking a 
call for its chairman to resign. 

lb date, the disaster has 
cost the Pembrokeshire 
economy an estimated £1.5 m, 
mainly in lost tourist revenue. 
A repon by the Department 

of Transport’s Marine 
Accident Investigation 
Branch is due to be published 
next year. Tony Heath 

Paedophile 
priest jailed 

A priest who sexually abused 
young boys, then described 
what be had done to other 
paedophiles via the Internet, 
was jailed for six years at 
Newcastle Upon TJme Crown 
Court last night. 

Father Adrian McLeish, 

45. who showed no emotion 
throughout the day-long 
hearing, admitted 12 charges 
of indecency with boys under 
14. He had also pleaded 
guilty to six charges of 
distributing indecent pictures 
of children under 16 by 
means of the Internet 

Breakthrough 
in post dispute 

The threat to Christmas mail 
receded yesterday when 
leaders of 130,000 postal 
workers finally agreed a 
peace deal to end their long- 
running dispute over working 
practices. 

Alan Johnson, joint 
general secretary of the 
Communication Workers’ 
Union said he was confident 
his members would accept 
the peace formula in a ballot 
over the next few weeks. 

As part of the proposed 
settlement, management has 
dropped its insistence on the 
introduction of “team- 
working’' - the main bone of . 
contention. Barrie Clement 


As you walk into the MW suite 
of offices at 7 Mfllbank the air- 
lock doors hiss shut behind 
you. Then it’s past the green 
coppery bust of Sir Edward 
Heath, straight ahead, nun 
right, right again and into the 
meeting room that the eight for- 
mer whipless wonders - the 
Praetorian Guard of Europho- 
bia - were using for their press 
conference about the latest 
judgment of the federafismg Eu- 
ropean Court. 

As I sat down, the young man 
in front of me was subjected to 
narrow-eyed questioning by 
one of the organisers: who was 
be working for? 

You could see why there 
were grounds for suspicion. 
Blond haired, blue-eyed and 



DAVID 
A AR0N0V1 


tail, it was not difficult to imag- 
ine this chap - sporting a fun- 
ay armband — singing “the 
future belongs to me" in a 
Bavarian biergarten. 

Within minutes of thepreg 

reporting to his controller at the 
German Embassy. “Hefi Hel- 
mut!” they greet each other. 


“Ah. Gerhard’*, the man with 
the duelling scar would say, “vot 
are ze vipless schweinhunde up 
to now? 4 

Then Gerhard would ten 
him. That Nick Budged spoke 
of “betrayal" by Europe: John 
Wflkmson of Britain being “at 
the crossroads — a satrapy of a 
European Federal state**; Tfedr 
dy Taylor of “democratic out- 
rage” (“when will the breaking 
pomt coome?”); Tony Mariow ca 
“who governs Britain?"; St 
Teresa of Gorman of “the cred- 
ibility of tiie Prime Minister"; 
Christopher Gill revealed that 
“all those on the continent 
want is to see the subjugation 
of our country”. 

u Der Tevfdl” exclaims the 
scarred controller, his schnapps 


trembling in his gloved band, 
“ary haf us ge-rumbfed. Vbtare 
wy planning to do?” And Ger- 
hard, a humourless sm3e otrhis 
thin TfentrancfipS, repECK “A » . 

tuafly, hot a lot They will Sup- 
port a government policy of 
non- cooperation with Europe, 
like over beefi*. They both 
laugh, nastily. And if Herr Ma- 
jor does.not stick to his 91 ns? 
Will they withdraw support? 

Gerhard muses hismswer to 
this question. Like xne, he wfll 
have heard Nick Budgen say 
that the eight wfll not withdraw. 
But he will also have over- 
heard Richard Body mutter 


neous twitchesnndgrimaces tes- 
tifying to the torment within. 

whke th&ttro Germans set- 
tled down, to co mpose their re- 
port to Berim, Lweot fosee Act 
TWo of the Euro-crisis 


liiesnoaTjBQse: •; ; ; - 

Some bf the tatteredwtie-; 


fare the baitle ^of Flc^ce^ 
(where our obsfidaey, ffjbttwfc 
cafl,was to win ^ 


become like a Greek mask of 
tragedy, her mouth turned 
down m misery, and subcuta- 


\ Under their shade, thcTrimc 
Minster said he. would mast, 
would demand, was not 
preparedto allow, wouklhalt 
affprograS qaless. There would 
be hio endfio th$JGC (“abend- 

-iess K3£?V says Gerhard,. 

“h soundSt H^^derbflri”). 


Tm noigoingto accept this 
nonsense", said JM, in reply to 
Tfcoy Biair. “I have written to the 
European Commission."' 

But why, asked Sir David 
. Steel, was he pitting his knick- 
ers, in such a twist: Had not 
GQfian Shephard in 19% (when 
Employment Secretaty) said -of 
■ the .working hours directive, 

> “In a word we've won. The UK 
^has secured ail its key objec-. 
. rives”? 

; . Ab,- Mr Major didn't say, 
■Jwtaracfc has moved on since 
.then. There is a new gome: my 
-MP^jnpwHhbafloonsodlhe 
^endS^Of Sticks, and' I hit 
-Brussels with balloons on the 
ends of sticks. It may not be 


1 

V‘‘. 

l ? ? r 

i- 

*Y * 

M 


i \ 1i 

tf 

n 

;;4 


# 

V 13 

i\Vi 


t ’**'.11 
■ ■ 1 j t 
$ ;V'- v 


IRE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


Auiirr.l . . . 

.SEW0 

N lines .. 

..moo 

Eal^jm ... 

..Bft30 

ft*.... 

.L4J00 

Carwnei ... 

. .Pts300 

Madera . 

.E3CX5 

C;M3 

■COM 

Mam . . . 

43 certs 

Demurt. . . . 

..DW8 

Nann-ay. . 

. . NW0 

lr;nBfp .. 

. . . ,45q 

Ponurai . 

.£SC335 

. .. 

...frlJ 

Soam ... 

. PC300 

Gernwrri .. 

. .DM1.5 

Sweden. . . 

.. SM21 

lirertc . . . , 

.CV450 

£aiee*i:rt 

.SWJJ0 

LuwmMoT. 

.. 1/60 

USA 

..53.00 


OVERSEAS SOBSCSDTIONS 
AC ml. 13 Europe £110.7® fine 1 (MUM 

East America Afttca god kda) E1R4.DB: Zone 2 (far 
tot and lusmana £306.70. Io roder. pease send 
cheqrepa^nJwnsoffil^^ 
Wn43U»a^Lan(^EI49^croe[**n;0l71- 
538 ffiffl. OMR carts (gome. 

BACKKSUES 

ftsfc taea oi H* Wspenfimt jre satiable foie 
f*aora Nmpapen. Weptare 01383 640370. 



Semtex haul: Terrorists hit London warehouse 



an 


Jason Bennotto 

Crime Correspondent 



An IRA gang raided a ware- 
house in Loudon to recover a 
cache of guns and esptaives left 
behind by another terrorist 
unit, according to anti-terrorism 
chiefs. 

The three-man team used 
bolt cutters to force open 55 
storage units before they found 
the arsenal of weapons, which 
are believed to have been left 
there by terrorists from a pre- 
vious operation. 

Enough explosives, probably 
Semtca^aad equipment to-make 
a number of bombs are be- 
lieved to have been removedm 
the nod. The seizure combsaf- 


___ : , - Cmdr Grieve said that evi- 
left at the scene of the 
crime indicated tbat the IRA 
ire- was responsible. Forensic ex- 
ara perts are examiningthe unit for 
left traces of explosives, 
rise The break-in may be linked 
to previous anti-terrorist oper- 
ations. An ERA member, Diar- 
sed muid O’Neill, 27, who was shot 
, 55 dead during a series of police 
md dawn raids m west London and 


rorist chiefs warned ^^Sie 
IRA is preparing a pr6?©wist- 
.fflas twrinr i-amp nign^rv 

* -A security rffco- 
powered and3a' ’sirnwaterofr 
camera system deactivated cor- 
ing the break-in. which took 
place last Friday in Hammer, 
smith, west LondoiL Police l?st 



The main mast of the Cutty Sark being dismantled for restoration after the 
discovery of corrosion. The mast dates from 1957 when the 19th-century dipper 
was opened to the public at Greenwich, south-east London Photograph: Philip Meech 


help ana issued an impression 
of one of the raiders. 

Commander John Grieve, 
head of the Anti-Terrorist 
Branch, said: '‘We have strong 
grounds to believe that some- 
thing of considerable value to 
these men - possibly bomb- 
making equipment and firearms 
- may have been removed from 
at least one of the storage units 

“They were looking for 
something- they knew precisefy 
what they werelbokihg for;” 


Wanted: One of the 


West Sussex In Scmtcbaber, had 
worked arid jfaed near to the 
setf-storagfe^B^?-’ ’ 

The; ris&;*&w planning in- 
volved m Triday’s operation 
suggests that the suspected 
stockpile most be important to 
the ERA. 

The operation took place at 
5.40pm at storage units m Shep- 
herds Bush Place. 

The men overpowered and 
handcuffed a security guard, 
who suffered from shock and 


. bruising, but was not seriously 
hurt. They that disabled dosed- 
circuit television, and went 
through 55 of the 200 storage 
units before finding the- sus- 
pected bomb-making equip- 
ment The police said the men 
left a huge amount of debris as 
they quickly tore through the 
units, which were individually 
hired out to store a variety of 
-items, inducting furniture. 

The men, who are believed to 
. have put on fake accents and 
. who wore rubber gloves, re- 
moved armloads of heavy ob- 
jects before making their 
getaway. The security guard 
managed to free himself short- 
ly after his attackers left and 
called the police. 

A description of one of the 
men is of a white male aged 
20-25^ years, and 5ft llin in 
Jieight. He was wearing a black 
jacket and a dark woolly haL 
.The other two wore stocking 
masks. The police are particu- 
larly anxious lo hear from any- 
one who may have seen the 
three men leave the premises 
and perhaps get into a car. 

-Cmdr Grieve asked specifi- 
cally if people had sold a vehi- 
cle in suspicious circumstances 
or if they are renting residen- 
tial or commercial property to 
“suspicious tenants". He also 
asked if people had recently let 
or re-let storage premises. 

He added: “we are in for 
some dangerous months and it's 
on the back of that and this 
strong belief that this was the 
work of Proviskmal ERA tbat we 
seek the public’s help." 


Weigh less Md spe»d Mss 
with Min'CeM. 


Would you want this man as an 
enemy if your political career 
depended on his support? ’ 
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Quentin Davies is a member of 
the Tory awkward squad. David 
Willetts, the Paymaster-Gen- 
eral, was visibly shaken by his 
fierce grilling at the hands of Mr 
Davies in the bearings of the 
Committee of Standards and 
Privileges. He is also a member 
of the Treasury select commit- 
tee and his questioning tech- 
nique has certainly earned the 
admiration of fellow members 
there, one of whom. Labour MP 
Diane Abbott, described him as 
“like a ferret down a ra thole". 

Mr Davies is not a man. to 
have as your enemy when your 
political career depends on his 
vote. He has shown, in voting 
against the whip on the vote on 
the Scott inquiry, that he is pre- 
pared to go all the way and 
dearly Mr Willens’s ministeri- 
al career is dependent on Mr 
Davies not repeating that re- 


Christian Wolmar on the Tory MP who became 
the one-man scourge of David Willetts 



bellion by voting, with his 
Labour colleagues, to recom- 
mend to the House that Mr 
Davies should be suspended. 

At Monday's hearing Mr 
Davies started off questioning 
Mr Willetts with a sort of “noth- 
ing personal, guy just doing my 
duty" explanation, but then 
launched into the type of cross- 
examination more associated 
with prosecution lawyers. Mr 
Davies not only called Mr WD- 
ietts's explanation “ implausib le^ 
but made it dear, in the whole 
tone of his queriioning, that he 
felt that Mr Willetts was a liar. 

It is not tile first time that Mr 
Davies, a merchant banker by 
trade, has given witnesses a 
hard time. Oo the Heasmy Se- 
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ton Burrell 

Troops who served in the Gulf 
Wir are 30 per cent more like- 
ly to die from accidents, suicide 
or murder than other service- 
men, according to new research 
revealed yesterday. 

The Gulf War Iriier-Parlia- 
meniaiy Group released details 
ofa study funded by the US gov- 
ernment into, the causes of 
deaths of soldiers since the 
war. Dr Han Kang, a senior of- 
ficial in the US Department of 
Veterans' Affairs, found that 
Gulf veterans were 13 times 
more likely to die from acci- 


dents, suicide or homidde, than 
troops who did not go to the 
Gult The trend was even more • 
pronounced among women. 

The findings were obtained 
by Dr Norman Jones, a medical 
adviser to the Royal British 
Legion, which along with oth- 
er servicemen's chanties spon- 
sored him on a tour of America 
to assess the latest medical re- 
search on Gulf illnesses: 

Dr Jones’ subsequent report, 
yesterday prompted a/ forth- 
right attack on the Mhrisby of 
Defence by Edwina Currie, the 
former health minister, who 
sits on the all-party pariiamen- 


lect Committee he made Eddie 
George, the governor of the 
Bank of England, very uncom- 
fortable when the committee ex- 
amined the collapse of Barings 
bank, again using the word 
“plausible". 

Ms Abbott said: “Once he is 
convinced of a case intellectu- 
ally, nothing will sway him from 
it.” This explains ^ why Mr Davies 
was the only lory rebel on the 
vote on the Scott inquiry last 
February which was only won 

because fellow rebel Rupert 
Allason voted at the last inmate 
to go into the-Tbry lobby. 

According to Ms Abbot: “He 
is not from th esaJon 'desjrefusis 
like the other Tbry rebels, tfe is 
doing it out of principle. Jjfc read 


taiy group. She said: There is 
- no doubt now that something 
adverse happened to a large 
number of our troops om there 
in the Gulf, The MoD should 
never discount reports of prob- 
lems frem veterans. They mould 
at all times take seriously re made* 
made by those returning from 
fidds of conflict.” Although the 
MoD was finally admntt^ g to a 
problem. **thc tragedy is Aar h 
has taken so Jong*. 

Hilary Meredith, a solicitor 
who also, sits on the parlia- 
mentary group, said Dr Kang’s 
findings were highly important. 
“Look at the ages of those who 


every word of the Scott report, 
unlike most of his colleagues, 
and thafs^ vrtiy he felt he couldn’t 
vote for the Government on it” 
Several of Mr Davies’s 
friends in the House are be- 
mused that he has not achieved 

ministerial office since he was 
elected for Stamford and Spald- * 
fog in 1987 given that hfc . abil- 


a par with 

his pro-European viewswhich 
were expressed fo a ^pamphlet 
written for theMacfeod Group 
published this summer, and his 
rather patrician, air. As one 
Tbry badfoencheipm it, Tele is 
all public school and la-di-da ac* 


have died,” she said. “It cannot 
be right that these people who 
were so physically fit when they 
went are dying at such a young 
age so soon after coming back,” 

Major Ian ESI, chairman of 
the National Gulf Veterans and 
Families Association, said 92 
British Gulf veterans had died 
since the war. Major H21, 50, 
who has himself become seri- 
ously HI, said: “My reactions are 

so immured now that I would be 
lethal if I drove a car. 

“But you have still got a lot 
of serving guys who have not 
come to terms with it yet. They 
are trying to work thro ugh their 


Quentin Davies: Inquisitor 

oeatSL That doesn't gp down well 
in the grey world of Mr Major” 

It seems that having 'seen 
many less able colleagues attain 
ministerial office before him, Mr 
Dpies decided to show his spurs 
By being troublesome. He did 
this after Labour colleagues 
suggested that he needed to 
raise his profile, since he'was get- 
tfognowhere by toeing the Une. 

A friend of Mr Davies’s 
atided: “He is a very honourable 
man. He is not doing this out of 
bitterness, but because he be- 
lieves that Parliament should 
put the flag out for high stan- 
■ dards. He feels that public per- 
ception of Parliament is at a low 
point and it is his duly to help 
ensure that this changes.” 




symptoms because ihey do .not 
want to lose their careers and 
their homes." i --- 

A total of 1,20& Gulf veter- 
ans are suing the MoD for 
compensation for their illness- 
es, which they believe were 
caused by chemicals .that they 
were exposed to, either as in- 
oculants or nerve agents. 

The Labour MP Alf Morris 
accused the Government of 
being for less concerned than 
the US about trying to find the 
causes ofthe illneSes: “There 
has been for more dash and a 
much greater sense of urgency 
across the Atlantic.” 
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news 


Smart 
set opt 
for the 
prawn 
cocktail 



James Cusick 


.Clare Gamer 


The criteria used by a company doc- 
tor to brand a television executive a 
heavy drinker, 


It sounds like a recipe for din- 
ner party disaster. Prawn cock- 
tail, foDowed by chicken Kiev, 
rounded off with Black Forest 
Gateau - the culinary equiva- 
lent of dancing in flares to the 
Brotherhood of Man. 

But su ch gastronomic Hich & 
are making a comeback. Along 
with gammon and pineapple, 
duck a Torange and sherry tri- 
fle, they are cropping upon some 
of London's swankiest menus. 

Today's edition of EatSoap , 
the style magazine for foodies, 
claims that the capital’s coolest 
chefs are rediscovering Seven- 
ties dinner party favourites. 
“Nico JLadenis does totimedos 
Rossini. Marco Pierre White has 
done chicken Kiev and yester- 
day 1 enjoyed prawn cocktail at 
the Halcyon,” said Alan 
Crompton-Batt, a restaurant 


IdepI 

of British and US companies, a pro- 
fessor told the High Court yesterday. 

Professor Nefl McIntyre, of Lon- 
don's Royal Free hospital, was giving 
| evidence on the second day of-a. civil 
action brought by executive Peter 
Baker against Dr Georges Kaye. ' 

In 1991 MrBakec,wbOD6wriinshis 
own television distribution company, 
was on the verge of takmg up the 
£45,000 post of sales' director fof the ' 
American network NBC in Europe 
when he was examined by Dr Kaye. Dr 
Kaye’s report described Mr Baker , now 
53, as “dmically corpulent” and a “reg- 


ular heavy drinker”. The job offer was 
withdrawn. Dr Kaye is being sued by 
Mr Baker for compensation. 

During Dr Kaye’s assessment, Mr 
Baker revealed he drank about 35 units 
of alcohol a week -equal to 17 J pints 
of beer and seven units above the Gov- 
ernment's recommended lnpit- 
In court on Monday Mr Baker said 
that during a “bit of a spree" in 
Monte Carlo the week before his 
medical examination he had been cel- 
ebrating his new- jab and drinking 
around a bottle of wine each day. 

In court yesterday Dr Brian Gazsaid, 
a consultant physician at the Chelsea 
and Westminister hospital in London, 
described asking people for their own 
alcohol intake as “a guessing game”. 

Dr Kaye told the judge, Robert 
Owen, QC, that he had not solely re- 



Peter Baker; Suing over lost job 


lied on Mr Baker's estimate. During 
his examination he said Mr Baker had 
a "lack of eye contact”, poor deport- 
ment and demeanour, and there was 
a general “lack of forthcomingness". 


He believed Mr Baker was underesti- 
mating his alcohol intake. 

In 1991, expecting to move to the 
post at GE Technical Services (part of 
NBC), Mr Baker quit a £40,000 job at 
Guild TV. 

Dr Michael Rehrnar, the former 
medical director of GE, told the court 
that in recent years “alcohol at lunch 
began to be frowned upon". “People 
who could not make the change left 
the company,” be said. He added 
that alcohol “interfered" with decisions 
and could have cost the company 
“hundreds of millions of dollars.” 

Dr Kaye's examination had in- 
volved blood and liver tests, the court 
was told. But Dr Anne Cockroft, a con- 
sultant and senior lecturer in occupa- 
tional medicine at the Royal Free, said 
it was “not good medicine” to rely on 


blood tests of liver function as an in- 
dication of alcohol abuse. She said Mr 
Baker's sickness and absentee records 
should have been examined. 

Professor McIntyre was also ques- 
tioned on Dr Kaye’s methodology. He 
described the descriptions of Mr Bak- 
er as "looking edgy” and being "clin- 
ically corpulent" as “rather pointless”. 

On Mr Baker's admission of con- 
suming 35 units ol alcohol a week Pro- 
fessor McIntyre said: "1 would have 
thought that wouldn't alarm anyone.” 

Answering questions from Mr Bik- 
er’s counsel, John Bowers, the pro- 
fessor said: “The boardrooms of 
British and American companies 
would be depicted” if similar judge- 
ments on the same level of alcohol in- 
take were applied". 

The hearing continues. 



A star is prawn again 

guru who spotted the “Retro 
cuisine” trend. 

Antony WarraQ Thompson, 
the cheffproprietor who has 
opened several London restau- 
rants serving modern Mediter- 
ranean food, says “gutsy" food 
has replaced “poncey" food. 
When he took over the Italian 
restaurant De Gecco earlier 
this year, regular customers 
were worried that his tastes 
would be too avant-garde. They 
signed a petition to keep 
avocado prawn on the menu. 

They need not have wor- 
ried. MrWorraD Thompson 
said he has nothing against 
“Kitsch Kitchen”- provided the 
ingredients are good. “Melon, 
boats with the orange sails - ; 
theysumirp usstruggjssg tohncLt 
our way with cooking," be said. 
“But when you get . a really 
good bit of melon in season, 
there's nothing to beat Parma 
hum and melon.” „ . 

Bui these 197Us-staples still go 
down badly in some restaurants. 
Rose Gray, of the River Cafe, in 
west London, said: “My God! 
There’s nothing much that we do 
in (hat line. I would never, ever 
do prawn cocktail in a million 
years. If I was going to do 
prawns. Td gpfl them and put 
fresh chilli and fennel seed and 
olive nil on them. That would be 
my prawn cocktail." 

But for scane. Retro food has 
never gone away. King Prawn 
Sundae - or prawn cocktail - has 
had an uninterrupted career at 
the Beefeater chain since it 
opened 22 years ago. “It repre- 
sents the Beefeater heartland,” 
a spokeswoman said. “People 
wan( what they had before. 





styfei Abar In London’s Canary Wharf frequented by journalists and bankers 
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olice export new attitudes 


Liz Hunt . 

Health Editor 


Sympathy was Tunning high 
yesterday for “clinically cor- 
pulent" Peter Baker. 

The British pro- and anti-aL? 
cohol lobbies were united in 
-tbeir condemnation of the US 
broadcasting company NBC, 
which allegedly discriminated 
against Mr Baker, 54, on the 
grounds that his drinking habits 
- more than moderate but far 
from heavy - would interfere 
“with his crispness of thought”:. 

From the British standpoint, 
it is clear that Mr Baker is not 
some sozzled Left-over from 
the heady years of the 1980s, 
when the four hour liquid lunch 


was the norm. Instead, it seems 
thaLMr Baker’s drinking is, well, 
about average for a man of his 
age in that profession. 

Eric Appleby, director of Al- 
cohol Concern, said: “If British 
com panies took that [American] 
attitude then there would be a 
very thin workforce. The crucial 
question is when did he do his 
di inkin g." 

. At the Portman Group, 
which represents the drink in- 
dustry, Andrew Chevis said 
that,a large number of people 
drank more than Mr Baker 
each day without any detri- 
mental effect on their work. 

Certainly there has been a 
sea-change in attitudes to drink 
and the workplace since the 


1980s but this has less to do with 
the advance of the “health po- 
lice" and the arrival of puri- 
tanical American companies, 
than with down-sizing and in- 
creasing workload. People are 
not drinking very mnrh less in 
total - alcohol consumption 
has fa Den just 2 to 3 per cent in 
the past 10 years - however, they 
are drinking differently. There 
is less alcohol during the day 
and less in the pub, but more at 
the weekend and at home. 

The biggest change has oc- 
curred in those professions 
which were predominantly 
male, cushioned by expense 
accounts, and reliant on a cer- 
tain amount of “entertaining". 
For example, journalists and 


primers appear to have been fu- 
elled by alcohol for much of 
Fleet Street's history. There 
were many candidates claiming 
to have inspired Peter Fallow, 
the drink-sodden British hack 
immortalised in Tom Wolfs 
chronicle of 1980s excess. The 
Bonfire of the Vanities. 

Alan Watkins, political com- 
mentator of the Independent on 
Sunday has fond memories of 
the lyfiOs, when the dock struck 
12pm and journalists would 
head for an aperitif and not re- 
turn from lunch, until 430pm. 
The view that alcohol and work 
don’t mix has led to “a decline 
in journalism and more boring 
politicians", he opines. He re- 
calls lunches with Dennis 


Healey (a G&T to start), Tony 
Crossland and Iain Macleoa 
(large dry martinis) followed by 
a bottle of wine and a glass or 
two of brandy before the politi- 
cians would depart for tbe Com- 
mons and speak brilliantly. 

Nigel Lawson, former Chan- 
cellor and now diet guru, 
blames his one-time bottle and 
a half of wine a day consump- 
tion on his previous career as a 
journalist. However, be main- 
tained that it had no effect on 
him other than weight gain. 

That Mr Baker's consump- 
tion of 35 units of alcohol a 
week - just one more a day that 
the recommended limit for men 
- should alarm a US company 
should not really come as a sur- 


prise. Attitudes to alcohol be- 
tween the two countries are dra- 
matically different: a third of the 
population in (he US is teeto- 
tal compared with just 5 per cent 
or less here. A survey in 1994 
found that while 19 per cent of 
American office workers liked 
to unwind with a drink, in the 
UK the figure was 55 per cent. 

In bis book. Drink: An Infor- 
mal Social History, Andrew 
Barr wrote that “authoritative 
governments have more reason 
to be afraid of people when they 
think than when they drink". 
While American companies 
prefer the thinkers, here the UK 
there is stfll some sympathy for 
the drinkers too. 

Research: Susan Emmett. 


Big Mac 
ousts 
Coke as 
top 
brand 

Roger Trapp 


The golden arches of fust-food 
giant McDonald's have dis- 
placed the swirling Coca-Cola 
logo as the world's top brand, 
according to a new book pub- 
lished today. 

Interhrand. the branding con- 
sultancy that compiled The 
World's Greatest Brands, also says 
that computer company IBM 
(1 1 Ih out olTtXl) has lost ground 
to Microsoft (9th) and that Dis- 
ney, the entertainment group, 
has leapt into third position. It 
adds that cereal maker Kellog- 
gs ( lbth) and .American Express 
(20ih) have lost strength in re- 
cent years - “perhaps os a result 
of aggressive brand building by 
their competitors". Coca-Cola's 
traditional rival. Pepsi, is 17th. 

TTic hook - which includes 
15 sector league tables as well 
as an overall top 1 (HI -evaluates 


Top Jen Btaands 

1 McicDonaiaS 

2 

Coca-Cola ‘ 

„ 3 

JDisney 

K * 

Kodak ' '' 

Is 

Sony ' 

6 

Gillette 

7 

Mercedes Benz 

8 

Levi's 

9 

Microsoft 

10 

Marlboro 


more than 350 household 
names according to four crite- 
ria: weight, or dominance in the 
market: length, or extension into 
other markets: breadth, or ap- 
peal across age. religion, gen- 
der and nationality; and depth, 
or customer commitment. 

McDonald’s only scored a 
few more points than Coca- 
Cola, but was felt to be stronger 
in weight, depth and length, 
while the soft drinks company 
fared better in breadth. 

Tom Blackett, Interbrand’s 
deputy chairman, said that the 
fast-food company had become 
the quintessential internation- 
al brand. “The logos, interiors, 
concentration on families and 
classless appeal comprise a 
branding formula which is pow- 
erful across all national borders. 
Its success has not relied on 
huge advertising spend alone. It 
has developed a living, three-di- 
mensional personality." 

The Interhrand team points 
out that there have been so many 
changes since it last reviewed ihe 
market six years ago that even 
the more powerful brands - 
which also include such compa- 
nies os Kodak, Mercedes Benz, 
Sony and Nike - have not been 
unscathed. But their enduring 
success is “a sign of the under- 
lying quality they possess". 

Other notables in Lhc list in- 
clude Heinz(3l)ih), Harrods 
(41st), Time magazine (46th). the 
BBC (50th) and Virgin (91st). 
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PRIME MINISTERS QUESTIONS 


SCORING THE EXCHANGES 




Tony 

Blair 


Blair’s case was helped fay Sr . 8/10 

David Steel, hut in fict he 
needed little support He kept it 
short and sweet White the ; . 
soundbites were there PVote Tory • 
for no right to a holiday"), ® was 
everything eise 

He couldn't or wouldn't answer;- 4/10 
Blair's questions; unfortunate on. 

a day when the Opposition' .. 

leader's attacks were particularly. - 


John 

Major 


Howard doubles More gas less guzzle for 


ban cash 


THEMES OF THE DAY 


BAe*5 sale of Hawk aircraft to Australia, (Nick Hawkins, C. Blackpool 5) 
The Windfall Tax (Peter luff. C. Worcester) 

Free vote on gun control carry Rooney; lafa. Bradford N) 

Recent Tory council by-election (Richard Alexander, C, Newark). 


offer to £10Om 


BLAIR’S ATTACK 


Blair’s first question; what is wrong with a law that leaves employees free to 
■fork long hours but fbrtjftJs compelling them In do so? Majors reply 
summed up the ensuing aliment 1 think the Rt Hon Gentleman yet agate . 
is in dariEpr of mtesmg the point Unemployment is felling here as we 
become more competitive. "This directive would reverse that trend" 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 



...BAD DAY 


I 


SIR DAVID STEEL 

Sir David Steel (L Dem. TVreed- 
dafe, Ettrick and Lauderdale). Lib- 
eral members are making a habit . 
of asking questions which back, up 
Blair's. Paddy Ashdown did it last 
Tuesday; yesterday. Steel pointed 
out that in July 19 92 Employment 
Secretary Gillian Shephard assured 
the House that the Government 
had secured all its key objectives 
on the 48-hour week. 


LUCY - David Bhmfcettfe 

dOg 

It was the rowdiest question time for 
several months. Evert the-Speaker 
yelled. ("Slop shouting and barrack- 
ing for goodness’ sake.H. Lucy lakes 
ft well, only occasionally ralsrRgher 
head and looking despairingly about. 
Surely she should be; spared such 
poor human company - 


THE UNANSWERED QUESTION 


Unanswered question: Rooney "Could the Prime Minister teD 
the House why he favours having a free vote on caning but not 
on gun control?" 1 have to say to him that I do not agree with. 

him on that* was about as fir as Major was prepared to go.. 


THE CREEP OF THE DAY 


Alexander; After citing one recent council by-election victory, he - 
went on to compliment Mr Major on the’ wonderful state- of the 
parly- which he leads, and asked the Speaker* "Can 1 put ft to - - 
him . . . that If we continue with sensible policies, my Rt Horr - 
Friend is on course for a record fifth. Conservative victory?" 

Complied by Ben Summers 


Hie Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, last night doubled the 
compensation for the shooting 
lobby in a last-ditch attempt to 
head off a right wing Tory back- 
bench revolt over the ban on 
handguns. 

But the new estimated figure 
of around £100m tailed to buy 
off those who demanded high- 
er compensation for business- 
es faced with bankruptcy. A 
group of about 30 Tbiy MPs 
were threatening to abstain last 
night on the second reading of 
the Firearms (Amendment) 
Bill which proposes a ban on all 
handguns above .22 calibre 
weapons in the wake of the 
Dunblane massacre in which 16 
children and a teacher were 
killed last March. 

The Home Secretary an- 
nounced that in addition to 
around £150 per gun, enthusiasts 
who will be forced to surrender 
their weapons under the Gov- 
ernment BiD will be entitled to 
compensation for accessories, in- 
cluding holsters, gloves and re- 
loading equipmenL 

Officials estimated that it 
would add “tens of millions of 
pounds’* to the total bill for 
compensation which was earli- 


er pat at £25-£3Dm. The con- 
cession was secured rafter a 
meeting between the Home 
Secretary and a lobby of shoot- 
ing representatives, led by for- 
mer minister Sir Jerry Wiggin. 

Sir Jeny was among a group 
of eight Tory MPs led by former 
Cabinet minister John Bififen 
who tabled a motion 
the Government for going be- 
yond the Cullen report by sup- 
porting an almost total ban on 
handguns. A cross-party group, 
including Labour MPs Austin 
- Mitchell and Frank Cook, tabled 
a rival motion calling on the re- 
port to be implemented. 

The increased compensation 
was intended to stop a split in 
the lory ranks before the cru- 
cial vote nest Monday on a move 
by Labour, the Liberal Democ- 
rats, the Scottish National Par- 
ty and Tbiy MPs led by David 
Mellor to impose a total ban. 

But the offer of higher com- 
pensation failed to quell the de- 
mands for more money by senior 
lory MPs for gun clubs, gun 
shops and ammunition manu- 
facturers whose businesses will 
be fait Sir Terence Hiatus, a for- 
mer Treasury minister, led the 
backbench calls for higher com- 
penwrion. Welcoming the con- 
cession by Mr Howard, Sir 
Terence said: “The fact it has 


been necessary refetas the rutii 
with which the legislation has 
been brought forward. It is dear 
that whatever view one may take 
about complete bans or revised 
bans, it would be grossly unjust 
for people who have business- 
es who will receive no revenue 

and are likely to go bankrupt.” 

The crunch vote will come 

next Monday, when a cross-par 1 

- ty amendment will be pressed 
to extend the Bill to a total ban 
on all handguns. The Ulster 
Unionists are expected to ab- 
stain, seeming a victory for the 
Government on the Bill as 
drafted. Exemptions to the ban 
will indHde trophies of war ac- 
quired before 1946, flare pistols, 
' starting pistols, and gnus used 
to despatch animals humanely 
by veterinary surgeons, hunt ser- 
vants and those working in 
slaughterhouses. . 

supported 

tons of the Dunblane massacre, 
lobbied MPs to reinforce their 
call for a free vote on the issue. 
They believe that without a 
whip behind the Government’s 
formula, there would be aOom- 
mons majority fora total ban. 
Members of the campaign will 
be meeting the Ulster Union- 
ist leadexs tomorrow urging 
them to support the total ban. 
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MacH&iery of state: John hb&jor pointing out a feature on the engine of a gas-powered 
Rover 827 presented tohiftt by British Gas In Downing Street yesterday: The car, which 
can ran on ga* or petrol at the fllckof a switch, wffl join the government car pool 
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“/ saw an accident when a friend fell from the truck taking us to the plantation. The tyre rati over his leg and he was sent 
to the company dispensary. They amputated his leg. He got no compensation and had to buy a plastic leg 
until his own money. The man has not worked since the accident. ” Pinfappie plantation worker, Dominican Republic 


Qa im id y iS fll TJjjr W r f s ffiSSf 1 
leaders in an attempt fo-ayert’ 
tv government . . defeat. ”:in 
tonights vote on the BSE 
crisis. ‘ 

' The Ulster Unionist leader 
Dajtid Trimble agd his .parly 
whip Willie Ross met Roger 
Freeman, the Cabmet minister 
with responsibility for coordi- 
nating action on the beef crisis. 

It is understood that they then 
’iield-e short meeting at West- 
zrfihgter with Douglas Hogg. 
•Mimstfer of Agriculture. 

_ .^Hie Government is fadtig a 
Labour attack on its handling 
of the beef negotiations and foe 
vote could be dose, with the 
Government’s majority down to 
one. 

It will be an eariytest of the 
Ulster Unionists' willingness to 
bail out the Government m the 




compromise- package which 
coula allowtheban on beef €1- 


coula allowtheban pnbeef 
ports to be lifted for Northern 
Ireland before the rest of the 


United Kingdom. 

But Scottish beef farmers 
wo uld be infuriated if the ban 
was lifted for the province while 
still applying to them. 

■ The European agriculture 
commissioner, Franz Fischler,' 
is expectiqg-a response from Mr 
Hogg at an agriculture minis- 
ters’ council on Monday. 

Sources close to Mr Hogg 
last night hinted that an early 
breakthrough was unlikely, and 
it could be another month be- 
fore British ministers have 
worked out a plan for a selec- 
tive cull, crucial in getting the 


ban lifted. Whitehall sources 
$aid that the beef industry in 
Northern Ireland was well 
pla^fid tO go ahead with a se- 
. fecove pull, because cattle arc 
routinely tagged to stop cross- 
border smuggling. The sea bar- 
rier between the province and 
the mainland was a further fac- 
tor; which European ministers 
-weighed in its favour in con- 
sidering lifting the ban. 

But the European ministers 
are also reported to be scepti- 
cal about Hmng the ban on Scot- 
tish beef exports because they 
fear the cattle could come from 


England. 
Gavin J 


Gavin Strang, shadow agri- 
culture minister, will attack the 
Prime Minister and Mr Hogg 
for mishandling the negotiations 
and for broken promises over 
lifting the ban. 

In spite of their threats of 
non-cooperation with Europe, 
the ban remains and is unlike- 
ly to be lifted before 2002. 


Amputation without compensation in 
the pineapple industry of the 
Dominican Republic. 


Dismissal for not working overtime in 
the grape industry of Brazil. 


The fruit in your supermarket trolley 
may look wholesome and appetising, 
hut there's often something rotten 
inside. 


can make things even worse for the 
growers and pickers by taking away 
the marker. And in. any case, you 
can’t always tell just by looking 
which products involve exploitation 
and which don't. 


So let them know you want them to 
help change the rules of global trade. 


The misery beneath the clingfilm 

It doesn'r stop at fruit. There are 
heart-rending stories of exploitation 
behind produce like vegetables, nuts, 
flowers, coffee, fcven prawns. 


The answer is actually more inspiring: 
it's to encourage your supermarket to 
gnsure fair pay and conditions for rhe 
producers of all the goods it sells. 


The Supermarkets Third World Charter 

The first step is to ask your local - 
supermarket to embrace the 
Supermarkets Third World Chartei; 
which aims for fair prices and conditions 
all the way along the production chain. 


Cracking Christmas 


offer from 
A Cellphones Direct. 


NOKIA 


* 


The details vary, bur the themes 
arc consistent enough: low pay. 
rin>shack housing, unfair dismissal, 
child labour. 


It makes you angry and it makes you 
wanr to do something. Well you can. 


Change the rules 

Supermarkets have astonishing 
financial muscle. Some British chains 
have incomes bigger than the entire 
economies of Third World nations. 
When thar kind of money talks, 
people listen. 


Send rhe coupon or call us at Christian 
Aid for an information pack that 
shows you the simple action you can 
take next rime you shop. 


“There are families with four, five or 
six children who must live off 54 peso 
(about £2.45) per day. “ 


NEW GSM MODEL 1610. 

♦ Up to 3.5 lus ta&time 

♦ Up to 100 hrs standby-time 

♦ Up to 200 name/humber 
memory SIM dependent 

♦ Fast rechatge-55 mins 

♦ 5 selectable ringtones 

♦ Weight 250g 


ITS A GIFT 

£ 0.99 
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Why not a boycott? 

A bovcort isn’t the answer because it 


Supermarkets are increasingly sensitive 
to social issues, and rhev care what 
their customers think. 


The words are those of a pineapple 
plantation worker in the Dominican 
Republic. In making your supermarket 
listen to you, you’re making rhem 
listen to her, and to millions of 
people tike her throughout the 
Third World. 


Send the coupon now or call us on 0345 000 300 


I want to know what action to take. Please send me tee information pack. 


OUOGONCBfnu 


Address 
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Wah over one hundred thousand 
satisfied customers, we're the UK’s, 
leading maS order specialist in mobSe 
phones. No middienien. No hidden 
odras. No pushy salesmen. No 
wonder we can offer better value. 

Simply cafl us now far tree defiveiy 
in 4 working days. CeBphones Direct 
The name to trust Jn telephone 
shopping. 



PEACE OF MIND 

— — UfBtane Produa w^rarty. W M ; — 

ORDER NOW WITH TOUR CREDIT CARD DETAILS FOR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 


Posioode 


ChristiantfAid 


SeWj ^” Up ^ r t0: Chr »stian Aid. Freepost MR8192. Manchester Ml 9AZ We believe »n life before death 


FREEPHONE 0800 000 888 

l ~ Eu|! ! ; aRD ORDERING HOTLINE WEEKDAYS 1« TO w WEEKENDS 000 
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Barrie dement, 

Michael Harrison and 
Chris Godamark . 

Britain’s largest union yesterday 
began drawing up a target list 
of workers who should benefit 
most from the working time di- 
rective while business leaders 
urged the Government to take 
fbD advantage of the easmpcksis. 

The public service union. 
Unison yesterday declared that 
senior local government offi- 
cials, residential soda! workers, 
ambulance and police support 
staffwould be among the work- 
ers who should soon see a re- 
duction in their working hours 
below 48 hours week. 

The thousands of part-time 
workers who work in the pub- 
lic sector should benefit from an 
entitlement to three weeks’ paid 
holiday, rising to four weeks in 
1999. Rodney Bickerstaffe, gen- 
eral secretaiy of Unison, said 
that cleaners, dinner ladies and 

Leading article, page 13 

people who work during term 
times at schools would be 
among those targeted: He 
added: “We will be vigilant in 
malting sure that the directive 
is implemented property and on 
time. And we vaH lake legal ac- 
tion against employers and the 
Government if they fafl." 

John Edmonds, leader of 
the GMB general union, said his 
organisation had set aside 
£250.000 for litigation against 
employers if necessary. “We 
want to make sure the Gov- 
ernment doesn’t try any third- 
form public schoolboy tricks to 
avoid implementing the law. We 
will also pursue with vigour 
any employer who jeopardises 
their workers by forcing them 
to work long hours." 

In what might be regarded as 
a piece of mischief, the MSF 
technical and white-collar union 
announced that it would set up- 


a telephone “hot line" to help 
businesses understand the di- 
rective. It has also prepared spe- 
cial information packs for 
companies to explain bow they 
can implement the measures. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry said it was disappoint- 
ed at the ruling but urged the 
Government to take lull advan- 
tage of the exemptions and be- 
gin consultation with business on 
implementation of the (firective. 

Speaking at its conference in 
Harrogate, Adair Timer, the 
CBTs director-general, de- 
scribed the directive as “legis- 
lation at its worst- detailed and 
prescriptive regulations fol- 
lowed by extensive caveats and 
exemptions". The CBI said it 
was vital that the Government 
implemented options that would 
allow individual employees 
to work 48 hours if they wished 
and permit employers to aver- 
age the 48-hour week over 12 
months. " • 

The British Chambers of 
Commerce said that two- thirds 
of small businesses opposed a 
48-hour week. According to a 
BCC survey, eight in ten firms 
felt it would impinge on their 
flexibility, while 43 percent said 
it would increase a dminis tration 
costs: But the survey also 
showed that - . 91 per cent of 
those working more than 48 
boors were doing so vohrataii- 
ty. Such arrangements can stay 
in place. 

Ian Peters, deputy director- 
general, said small firms would 
find it hardest to cope: ‘They 
haven’rgpt the resources to de- 
fend themselves if they are tak- 
en to court" 

Chris Haskins, chairman, of 
Northern Fbods, one of the 
biggest foods groups and a 
well-known Labour supporter, 
was less concerned. “It’s much 
ado about nothing- We already 
have health and safety legisla- 
tion over pilots and lony drivers 



A portion of time off: Dinner ladies could be among the first public service staff to benefit from the Working Time Directive’s provisions on holidays, which stipulate that employees 
must be given a minimum of three weeks' paid holiday a year. For others, the hours limit will bring the greatest benefits Photograph: Brian Mams 

Battle that Britain was expecting to lose 
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to prevent people working ex- 
cessive hours,” he aigued.. 


Sarah Hahn 

Brussels 

The number of hours worked 
each week can rightty be 
thought to affect the health and 
safety of workers. 

It was this short, and, some 
would say, self-evident, station 
from the European Court of 
Justice, which yesterday spelt 
defeat for Britain in the Euro- 
pean Court, propelling the Gov- 
ernment into another full-scale 
conflict with Europe. - 

During the two yeah since it 
hunched its legal challenge to 
the working hours directive, 
Britain has built its entire case 
around the claim that workers’ 
health and safety is unconnect- 


ed to the hours they work. British 
lawyers told the court that the 
chance to take regular breaks, 
and enjoy paid annual leave 
does not affect woifcers* wefl-be- 
ing health and safety at work was 
purely about ensuring they were 
not exposed to obvious ysks 
such as dangerous equipment 
. Using this argument Britain 
went onto claim, therefore, that 
other member states had no 
right to pass the working week . 
directive under article 118a of 
the Treaty of Rome, whicb gov- 
erns health and safety. 

Throughout the legal wrari- 


the Government clearly antic- 
ipated yesterday s defeat 
However, the court chal- 
lenge was deemed necessary if 
the Government was to pursue 
its political imperative of Nock- 
ing farther legislation under ar- 
ticle 118a. Article 1 18a is highly 
contentious for Britain because 
it is governed by qualified ma- 
jority voting, and therefore 
gives Britain no power of veto. 
In its case before the court, 
therefore, Britain aigued that 
the working hours directive 


should have been brought in 
under different treaty articles, 
where the veto could have been 
used. Latterly, the Government 
has even tried to argue that the 
directive should have been 
brought in under the serial 
chapter - from which Britain 
has an “opt-out" - even though 
the “opt our" was not thought of 
at the time the directive was pro- 
posed. 

The tersely argued 19-page 
court judgment, presented in 
Luxembourg, roundly rejected 


the Government's case on all 
fronts, conceding only that 
there was no reason for Sunday 
to be a preferred day off. 

The judges said: “There is 
nothing in the wording of Ar- 
ticle 118a to indicate that the 
concepts of 'working environ- 
ment', 'safety' and ‘health' ... 
should be interpreted restric- 
tiwty."Thc interpretation could 
rightly embrace “all factors, 
physical or otherwise, capable 
of affecting the health an safe- 
ty of the working in his work- 


ing environment, including, in 
particular, certain aspects of or- 
ganisation of working time". 

Although the court accepted 
that the directive could could 
cost money and have an effect 
on employment, the protec- 
tion of health and safety was a 
valid community objective. 
And. giving member states and 
the EC a tacit green-light to con- 
sider new social legislation, the 
court said that hours worked 
should not be decided "by pure- 
ly economic considerations". 




have scarcely been able to hide 
thrar uneasiness about ^ the 
weakness of tins legal case, and 


companies get on with it 


HOW DO YOU 
FIND THE MAJOR HIGH 
STREET BANK THAWS 

FOR BUSINESSES? 



Barrie dement 

LabdurEditor 

Despite the Government's cam- 
paign against the working time' 
directive, private sector com- 
panies have already started 
talks with unions on how the law 
will apply. ' 

• The fast toreaefran agree- 
ment on behalf of 1,100 firms 


Contractors’ Association, which 
has- secured .'a deal allowing 
them maximum flexibility over 
the 48-hour week.- - 
The MSF white collar and 
technical union has agreed that 
companies can take advantage 
of “derogations’’ from the stnet 
letter of the directive so that 
working time is averaged out 
over 12 months rather than 
the stipulated four months. 


. .Peter Rimmer, bead of em- 
ployment affaire at the associ- 
ation, said bis organisation had 
carried out a detailed review erf 
the law some months ago and 
had prepared the way for yes- 
terday’s judgment by the Eu- - 
ropean Court. The deal would 
give the sector considerable 
freedom and was a “pragmat- 
ic" approach to the directive. 

“We had to recognise that 
when the Advocate General 
ruled against the Government’s 
appeal earlier this year, there 
was a degree of inevitability 
about the whole issue." 

Unions at a Japanese-owned 
motor components company, 
Denso Marston, are expecting 
to sigh an accord incorporating 
the' directive into their collec- 
tive agreement. The company 
employs 2,000 workers at plants 
at Leeds, Shipley and Telford. 


Elsewhere the printing in- 
dustry has already begun dis- 
cussions with the GPMU union 
on how companies will be able 
to cope with, the massive fluc- 
tuations in demand experienced 
by the sector while still adher- 
ing to the directive. The pre- 
Christmas period, for instance, 
' means that many employees are 
working overtime in greetings 
card companies with some 
exceeding the 48-hour KmiL 
. The British Printing Indus- 
tries Federation opposes the 
directive in principle, but has 
arranged a joint -seminar with 
the union in order to come to 
terms with it. 

Andrew Brown, employment 
affairs director at the federation, 
said: “We don't like the direc- 
tive, it is badly worded and will 
impede our ability to give cus- 
tomer service, but the ruling is 


the ruling.” He pointed out 
that any manufacturing indus- 
try which was subject to fluctu- 
ations in demand would need to 
examine how the law would 
affect them and be uiged the 
Government to produce a con- 
sultative document as soon as 
possible. 

Preliminary talks have also 
been held at British Steel which 
employs 43,000 workers in the 
United Kingdom. More will 
follow, a spokesman said. The 
privatise df company is con- 
cerned in particular on how the 
rules on night working and 
shifts would affect production. 

Keith Brookman, general 
secretaiy of the ISTC steel 
union, said his organisation 
was keen to offer the company 
flexibility but was also con- 
cerned to introduce changes 
which would benefit members. 










THE FORUM OF PRIVATE BUSINESS HAS DONE IT FOR YOU. 


Long days can damage 
your health, say scientists 


I n the largest survey of its kind, the Forum of 
Private Business assessed the high street 
banks’ performance in 18 different services. 
Lloyds Bank scored higher than the other major high 
street banks in 15 categories . So if you want the bank 
that: understands your business, industry and 
your market; has a wide range of services 


and competitive charges: tailors finance; gives 
you a personal business manager and access to a 
loan officer, makes decisions quickly; is efficient 
and reliable; gives you convenient opening hours 
and friendly staff - talk to Lloyds Bank. Act now - 
call the number below or complete and return 
the coupon. - 


Jojo Moyas ,, c U 

As the Government yestor day 
claimed that the European 
Union had enforced thfr4S4»ur 
week through, the “tack door” 
of health and safety regula- 
tions, two scientists who had 
submitted evidence to the Eu- 
ropean Court said that the rec- 
ommendation was justified. - 

Professor Simon Fblkardof 
Swansea University, who was 
asked topresent a medical case 
to the court, compared it to the 
effect of alcohol on driving “We 
can’t put our hands-on our 
hearts and say that's titepcrfect 
limit but- we can isty there’s a 
. need for limits, - he said yes- 
terday. . 

“One of the things my group . 
is frying to do is est&E>Q& a, link 
between disturbed sleeps one 
end and. increased cardiovas- 
cular risk at tbe other. There is 
some evidence that diaxobgd 


sleep results in chronic fatigue, 
which results in psychological 
problems, which results in gas- 
m> intestinal problems, which 
may result in cardiovascular 
problems." 

He added that a finer exam- 
ination of the effects of long 
working horns showed an “ex- 
ponential function”, in that 
working one hour over 40 may 
have very, little impact on a 
worker,. ’whereas one hour 
added onto a 60 hour week 
could have a “massive effect". 

“The evidence suggests that 
if people work excessive hours 
they nave health, and safety 
problems. Forty -eight hours 
seems a very reasonable limit to. 
me, - " Prof Folkard said. 

. . Professor Malcolm Harring- 
ton of Birmingham University 
was asked by the then Depart- 
. menl of Employmentto review 
the existing evidence on 
whether the Working Time Di- 


rective could be based on health 

and safety issues. 

Althou gh he concluded that 
it was “difficult” to fix an exact 
number of hours, as there was 
no specific scientific evidence to 


back it, he said that a 48 hour 
limh was not unreasonable - and 
that the figure should be “cer- 
tainly not much higher" . 

“If you look at more than 56 
hours, there is a lot of evidence 
that [that] would be detrimen- 
tal If policy makers then say 48 
hours it doesn’t bother me. 

“I think it comes down to the 
fact that if you want to interpret 
science and gjve it to a policy 
maker you wouldjiave difficul- 
ty disputing the justification 
for fixing numbers,” he said. _ 

.While he could see no justi- 
fication for advocating a spedfic 
length of holiday, working 

breaks, or length between shifts. 

Professor Harrington, who 
claims his positioa on the issue. 


has been widely misrepresent- 
ed, believes setting a 4S hour 
week is about “the bottom line 
- protecting those who can’t 
protect themselves". 

“I happen to believe, now 
looking at the evidence, that toe 
boors of the working directive 
can be justified as a health and 
safety measure." 

He is currently researching 
the effects of long working 
hours on white collar workers 
and their companies. 

Meanwhile, Chris Cardell, a 
business stress management , 
consultant, believes that despite 
being widely criticised by busi- 
ness leaders, the implements- ( 
don of a 48 hour week, would 
be a “Messing in disguise" for 
British firms. 

He said absences from work 
through stress and stress-relat- 
ed illnesses cost UK business- 
es £7 billion a year, and toe new- 
law could save money. 
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Call us ai local rates on vJ V / NOW 

a FREE Small Business Guide, 
lines# pest Bain — 8pm Monday to Friday; 10am - 2pm weekends. 
Flea^ifUOte refereM 11)13, The offer is only available to UK residents, 

r--”-- — -----xs 

I YES, rd like to know more about how Lloyds Bank can help my business. 

* Please send me more information and a FREE Small Business Guide. 








Address. 


Postcode. 


Contact telephone number (me sn> cater. 
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m v 

1 If new, anticipated start dare? I T 1 1 \ \ 
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1 Lloyds Bank son code 1 3 It) j [ PI I 


Daytime 


.Evening. 


Please complete and retu r n to: Lloyds Bank Business Service, 
Dept GWC, FREEPOST SN520, Swindon SN38 9JA. 


Lloyds Bank Pic. 71 Lombard Street, London EC3P3BS 
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What the Dickens: Anthony Newley in his dressing-room at the Dominion Theatre, London, preparing for yesterday’s opening of the musical Scrooge Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Deadly dog worm spreads across Britain 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 


A lethal worm disease appears 
to be spreading among foxes 


and dogs in Britain. The para- 
site has been found in foxes for 
the first time, indicating that 
they are a reservoir of infection. 


Both the young forms of the 
nematode worm,.<4/igKufovigy- 
lus vasonan, and the adult dam- 
age the heart, blood vessels 
and lungs and cause internal, 
.bleeding. The disease can be suc- 
cessfully treated if diagnosed 
early. 

‘■It seems that it is well and 


truly established among dogs 
and foxes, and there are indi- 
cations that itis spreading," said 
Vic Simpson, the Cornwall- 
based Ministry of Agriculture 
vet who discovered the parasite 
in fates. ' 

■ He and colleagues haviebb- 
-semti cases spreading across a 


larger and larger area of thte 
coui%.Atfii^l5yeaisagp,dogp 
were becoming imerteA in an 
area near Redruth only one mile 
across.Nqy itjsqbout 25miles. 
across, with around a dozen cas- 
es a year. There isa similar 
cus of infection in south Wales, 
near Swansea, and cases have 


It couldn’t be easier to order your 
Compaq computer. Simply speak to one 
of our helpful and friendly Account 
Managers. 

Alternatively should you require 
more detailed information or advice 


£979 


then DNCS have a fully trained technical 
support team to answer your enquiry. 

With hundreds of computers in 
stock ready for delivery next working 
day and instant account facilities to 
business users, it really couldn’t be easier! 
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be&'Sispaited among dqg? in the 
South-east 

^ part of its rampkxand un- 
pleasant Efe cyde, the nematode 
.aba parasitises frqg5.9nd-.two 

i ^e^raim, . damp dimate of 
Cornwall Y .■ 

• - These slugs have jbeeo-.ob- 
setved to £e«f on dogiheces - 
and dog? occasionally eat slugs, 
.which is how the disease 
spreads among pets. Rixes, too, 
arc avid eaters of slugs, espe- 
cially When young, and they also 
hunt frogs. 

Last year a young male fax 
was found wandering aimless- 
ly In the Cornish village of 
Mousehole. It failed to recov- 
er and was put down, and when 
Mr Simpson examined it he 
found large numbers of the 
parasite in its lungs, heart and 
blood vessels. Mousehole is 


some 20 mile* from the area 
where dog? are infected. j 
Until recently the disease 
has never been observed among 
British femes, although if has 
been found in several other 
_ European countries. > 

Mr Simpson has -stfbse- 
jOT^fly -Jbtmd, the parasjige in 
■four out of a farther elevea : 3ead 
• foxes he examined, at the min- 


istry's Veterinary Investigation 
Unit in Ihno.- Three of these 


Cwnpiq De*pm 2000 51 33 MID8Q. frincf Rmtmni* IH-MHi 
pnx-mor, 256 Kh ache. I CB hard dri-f.lb MB memor* 
plus Compaq 140, 14' SVGA monitor. , 


animals also had severe mange, 
which has become much more 
common In foxes Lately. His 
finding? are reported in a recent 
edition of the Veterinary Record. 

Mr Simpson says the mange 
and worm infections could in- 
dicate that foxes’ defence 
systems against disease have 
been lowered by stress 
caused by their high population 
density. 
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Underground 
Atorkers are safe fer the mo- 
ment The strike? would be 
those from asteroids or-mete- 
ors which could cause wide- 
spread destruction - or even 
destroy dvilisation. 

- In a meeting yesterday with 
government officials, scientists 
set out the risks to the Earth 
from rogue asteroids, and 
described possible courses of 
defensive action. .. 

Though this is one aspect of 
strike policy on which the po- 
litical manifestos are silent, 

| there is growing consensus 
among astronomers that 
i rocket-launched nuclear wea- 
| pons maybe the best -and per- 
haps only - way to avoid a 
global cataclysm. 

There are an estimated 
100,000 objects larger than a 
kilometre across which could 
come doser than Mars and so 
pose a threat to the Earth - 
though scientists admit that the 
figure could be much Larger. 

“You either want to pul- 
verise it so that you have much 
smaller objects which are burnt 


up in the atmosphere, or divert 
its path,” said David 1 Hughes, 
reader in astronomy, at 
Sheffield University. “Any old 
explosive will do. And when 
you’re launching rockets, you 
want the most efficient explo- 
sive load you can pack in." 

Duncan Steel an as- 
tronomer at the University of 
Adelaide, in Australia, who 
runs a project called -Space- 
guard, which logs any danger- 
ous asteroids, said: “They are 
.a significant hazard. But we 
shouldn’t be building rockets 


yet What we should do is plot 
the orbits qf those which could 
, threaten as and predict when 
-they would strike. Then you 
have enough warning to do 
something about iu" 

A spokeswoman for the De- 
partment of Hade and Indus- 
try said that a nuclear strike 
' against an asteroid “would 
need international cooperation 
before such action could be 
considered. It’s being treated as 
a hypothetical.” 

The Earth is certainly at risk 
from a future asteroid impact. 
The planet has been hit re- 
peatedly by celestial bodies of 
various sizes, sometimes with 
drastic results. About 65 million 
years ago* an 160-kilomeire- 
wide asteroid travelling at 
20,000mph struck near to Mex- 
ico's Yucatan Peninsula - caus- 
ing the death of the dinosaurs. 

In June 1908, an asteroid less 
than 100 metres wide crashed 
into the atmosphere above 
Tunguska, Siberia, with the 
force of a 15-megaton bomb 
and flattened trees across hun- 
dreds of square kilometres. 

And sometime in the next 
million years, scientists hove cal- 
culated, the 22- kilometre as- 
teroid Eros, presently in the 
vicinity of Mhrs, wfl] fall towards 
the Earth. 

In J une, an internal civil ser- 


vice report advised Lhe Ministry 
of Defence to employ three 


of Defence to employ three 
people to sift .thro ugh the cur- 
rent data on the threat of a cos- 
mic impact. 

. But Mr Hughes thought the 
risks of a devastating collision 
were low. 

"Life has survived. We are 
here. These asteroids have 
been hitting the Earth contin- 
ually since its origin, the rate of 
asteroidal impact has been go- 
ing down since its origin, and 
life has survived,” he said. 



The scene after an asteroid crashed into the atmosphere 
above Siberia in 1908 Photograph: Science Photo Library 
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news 


values 



Andrew Brown 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

An evangelical bishop has 
railed for tax allowances for 
faxmLes which would encourage 
parents to stay at home. 

Speaking at the Evangelical 
Alliance in Bournemouth yes- 
terday, the Bishop of Hull, the 
RtRev James Jones, told the 
3000 delegates that the present 
tax regime penalised parents. 

“Politicians must match their 
rhetoric about the family with 
policies that actually strength- 
en the family. It is dear that the 
taxation system has been one of 
the major factors to drive both 
parents from home to the detri- 
ment of their children,'’ he 
said. 

The bishop also suggested 
that child benefit be doubled ibr 
couples who were prepared to 
go to parenting courses. “To 
plough millions of pounds, as we 
do, into consequences of bad 
parenting, instead of investing 
in good parents is l£ke deliber- 
ately overlooking a vaccine in 
favour of treating an epidemic,'’ 
he said. 

However, he warned his au- 
dience against denouncing 
unchristian sexual morality, 
rather than trying to change it 
by persuasion and example. He 
compared British evangelicals 
today to the missionaries to 
Africa in the last century who 
were confronted with the prob- 
lem of polygamy: 

“The least effective mission- 
aries were those who insisted 
that potential converts first turn 
from their many marriages.. We 
witness many relationships that 
are less than the ideal, yet 



Good News: Evangelical delegates 


recognise that paradoxically 
there are virtues of security and 
friendship within them." 

His speech marks a consid- 
erable growth in self-confidence 
among evangelicals, who hope 
that they are poised to begin a 
transformation of society sim- 
ilar to that achieved hy their Vic- 
torian forebears. 

The 3,000 leaders meeting in 
Bournemouth this week be- 
lieve they represent nearly half 
of Britain’s Protestants, and 
will soon represent the major- 
ity. A poll of their churches has 
just showed that support for so- 
cial action and poverty relief is 
as strong as that for upholding 
traditional sexual morality and 
protesting against abortion. 


“Victorian, evangelicals re- 
mo raised society after the In- 
dustrial Revolution. Cod is 
calling us to remoralise this so- 
ciety as it enters the post-in- 
dustrial revolution," said the 


Rev Clive Cah/er, director gen- 
eral of the Evangelical Allian ce 
yesterday. 

The evangelical agenda of 
conservatism around the fami- 
ly but radicalism towards the 


problems of the poor is emerg- 
ing clearly both from this con- 
ference and from the recent 
speeches of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr George Carey. 

Yesterday Dr Carey told an 


audience of local authority chief 
executives: ** Parenting should 
surely be seen as a fundamen- 
tally important calling and duty 
requiring the most careful 
preparation, not least at school 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


and the strong support of the 
wider society." 

But he also warned against 
excluding children from society 
and from schools: “I hold to firm 
discipline allied to caring teach- 


ing. Nevertheless, children who 
are excluded from school for 
whatever reason are a problem 
for us aU because we know how 
strong is the correlation be- 
tween school exclusion and a 
subsequent career of delin- 
quency and crime. 

"Excluded and marginalised 
people, especially frustrated 
young males, have’ a way of bit- 
ing back in spectacular fashion. 
Exclusion as u tactic, without a 
strongly resourced strategy for 
helping those youngsters back 
along the road of self-respect 
and reintegration in societv. 
would surety prove disastrous!" 

He praised the recent Roman 
Catholic bishop's document 
The Common Good, which has 
been widely seen as an exhor- 
tation to vote against the Con- 
servative Government. “The 
gap between the poorest and 
richer pans of our society has 
increased, even if there is a great 
deal of mobility between the 
two. Only those determined to 
ignore the evidence will denv 
that there are significant sec- 
tions of our society living in cir- 
cumstances which should not be 
tolerated." Dr Carev said. 
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DAILY POEM 


If it was a train only, it wasn’t 
at this small station 


By Thomas McCarthy 

// was one of those five afternoons 
in Paradise. A bone-dry day, 
nettles and parsley on the embankment 
A train pulled out of Cappoquin station. 

The earth moved, and the train 
like an elephant spitting through the trees 
beat me Jmm the ticket office. Was it 
Jackie Greene, the phlegmatic clak. 

who flagged it back again? ' ' “ ; 

/ can't remember. But f recall my foot 
onlhegrey moulded pedal-step 
and the feel of a master's hand at my back 

pushing me on. The August afternoon 
carried me drunk to Dungarvan. 

Even then l knew I'd used one day 
out of the four or five in childhood. 

Pfcter Jay’s AnvD Press has been publishing poetry in and around 
Greenwich for 28 years. Its homegrown talent includes Car- 
ol Arm Duffy, Heather Buck, Alice Oswald, PeteT Levi and 
James Haipur and, in translation, Paul CeJan, VaskoPopa and 
the Nobel Prize winner George Seferis. This autumn a new 
and ambitious list is launched There are new collections by 
Thomas McCarthy. James Harpur and Ruth Silcock, and the 
publication of Peter Dale's one-volume modem English terza 
rima version of Dante-s The Divine Comedy - more than 10 
years in the making. 
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This year give yourself a peaceful Christmas. 

Give the children iiiyour life a gift of 
membership to the YOC - the junior section of . 

the RSPB. We’ll teach them all about binds, - 

wildlife and the environment and how to protect it There's lots 
for them to do with outings, competitions, FREE entry to 
over 700 nature reserves, six issues of Bird Lift magazine and a 
snazzy membership pack all included In their year’s . 
membership! If that sounds like a great idea, simply complete 
and return die coupon below. 

Keep the children quiet with a 
great gift this (Christmas. 

The gift of nature. 


Just £S for a whole YEAR 
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to Australia & NZ 
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news 

Put away 
the whist 
and rummy: 
casinos are 
coming to 
Eastbourne, 
Bath and 
Harrogate 



High stakes: A big expansion in gambling is planned by the Home Office, with two *Las Vegas’ style gaming centres Ittely to develop in England 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

The establishment of bio new 
“Las Vegas" style gambling 
centres - in the north of Eng- 
land and in London - came a 
step closer yesterday as the 
Home Office" proposed allow- 
ing at least 21 new casinos. 

Among the potential gam- 
bling zones are the spa town of 
Bath, the retirement mecca of 
Eastbourne and the cathedral 
cities of Exeter and York. The 
Home Office also plans to allow 


slot machines with unlimited 
stakes and pay-oats, similar to 
the ones in the United States 
that spew out buckets of dollars. 
At present the jackpot Limit is 
£250. 

But despite admitting that the 
new casinos could lead to more 
gambling addicts, the Govern- 
ment is refusing to fund a new 
national group to help those 
affected. 

The new measures are part 
of the Home Office's gam- 
bling deregulation proposals, 
which include the promotion 


and expansion of casinos. The 
Home Office published a con- 
sultation paper on the issue in 
February, but since then a 
number of local authorities 
have expressed a desire to add 
casinos to their list of tourist 
attractions. 

Several councils in the Dock- 
lands area of east London, 
which includes the Canary 
Wharf development, have 
asked to be included If they ob- 
tained permission many gam- 
bling houses could be built by 
the Thames. Similarly, 


Harrogate and York, which 
have been added to the pro- 
posed “permitted area” list for 
casinos, could link up with 
Leeds to form a northern 
gambling triangle. 

Seven towns which cater for 
more than 5,000 conference 
delegates have been added to 
the Home Office's original list 
of potential sites. 

The additional conference- 
town locations are Bath, East- 
bourne, Exeter, Harrogate, 
Norwich, Telford, and York. 

There are already proposals 


for Gloucester, Oxford, Hast- 
ings, Ipswich, Swindon, Dart- 
ford, Redbridge, Slough, 
Folkestone, Morecambe mid 
Weymouth. The local authori- 
ties in Croydon and Peterbor- 
ough, which were also on the 
original list, have lodged ob- 
jections with the Home Office, 
which is now re-considering 
those sites. 

Announcing the proposals 
yesterday, Timothy Kirfchope, 
the Home Office minister, in- 
sisted that the Government did 
not want to emulate Las Vegas 


or Atlantic City, where dozens 
of casinos are crammed to- 
gether to form long gambling 
strips. “We don’t think that ap- 
proach would work and we are 

not going to encourage it,” he 
said. 

Proposals for the existing 
119 casinos m England and 
Wales made by the Home Of- 
fice include , allowing the own- 
ers to advertise their facilities 
in regional newspapers and. 


would let the largest casino in 
London have 100. It is also pro- 
posed that members of a casi- 
no could have access to other 
chibs in the same group and that 
membership could be arranged 




to have up to three slot ma- 
chines per gaming table. That 


Home Office will cany 
out further consultation up to 
the end of January. Mr fGric- 
hopesaid it was “conceivable” 
that the measures could be in 
place before a May general 
election, but that seems unlikely. 

Mr Kirkhope confirmed that 
the GoveramentwOl not provide 


Photo©aph: John Voos 


any new money to fond groups 
that help gambling addicts. A 
charity called the National As- . 
sedation for Gambling Care,- 
Educational Resources and 
Turning hopes to open in a few 
months in response, to the ris- 
ing number of gambling- 
related problems. Paul Bell- 
ringer, a founder of the organ- 
isation, said: “With foe opening 
up of gambling in this country 
there are more people who 
have got into problems and the 
need for treatment and training 
is greater than ever before." 


Russia’s lawless caviar merchants dish the sturgeon 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

The days of caviar and the 
sturgeon fish which produces it 
could be numbered because of 
greed and foe collapse of au- 
thority in Russia and other for- 
mer Soviet nations, according to 
investigators into illegal wildlife 
trading. 

A report for Traffic which 
monitors and seeks to uncover 
traders in endangered species, 
says lawlessness prevails along-- 
much of the shores of foe Caspi- 
an Sea, stronghold of the stur- 


geon whose unfertilised eggs 
make caviar. 

Quotas and fishing tech- 
niques used to conserve the fish, 
which can take up 25 years to 
mature, have largely disap- 
peared. 

According to official figures, 
the legitimate catch in the 
Caspian fell by three-quarters 
between 1984 and 1994. Yet, 
says the report published today, 
exports appeared to be unaf- 
fected while the amount of ef- 
fort put into fishing increased. 
It concludes that at least 50 per 
cent of the catch is illegal 


Tom De Meulenaer, director 
of Traffic in Europe, said: “Im- 
mediate measures to seriously 
control the whole industry, 
from fisheries to the consumer, 
are required if foe industry and 
sturgeon are to survive." 

There are 25 species of stur- 
geon, two of which are be- 
lieved to be particularly 
endangered. But 90 percent of 
the world's catch and caviar 
comes from three species found 
in the Caspian $ea - foe belu- 
ga, the Russian and the stellate. 
The Beluga can grow up to 20ft 
long. The main exporters are 


Russia and Iran and foe biggest 
single importingbloc is the Eu- 
ropean Union. Britain takes 
about 30 tons of caviar a year, 
making it the continent’s third 
biggest consumer after Ger- 
many and France. In Britain" 
caviar can be bought only from 
up-market department stores 
and specialist outlets, A 30-gram 
jar costs about £30. 

The report puts the blame for 
poor fisheriescontrol and smug- 
gling on Russia and two of its 
neighbouring republics, -As- 
trakhan and Azerbaijan. It says 
that some caviar coming into 


Europe has been suspiciously 
cheap, indicating thai it has 
been smuggled or that its ori- 
gins are nfidL But fishing is not 
alone in creating foe plight of 
the sturgeon, which evolved 
250 years ago - before 
foe dinbsaois. Damming of its 



ion of waterways and pol- 
lution have added to the threats. 
Tumours and other -disorders 
have been found in adult fish, 
while analysis of caviar samples 
- on sale in. Britain revealed very 
low traces of toxic organo- 
chlorine compounds such as 
DDT and PCB. 

But fishing is by far the main 
culprit and the report, endorsed 
Lhy the Wirid Wide Fund for N* 
ture,-tiUkfor the rapid restora- 
tion of proper controls on foe 
fishery. 

The report says trawling for 
sturgeon, once outlawed as a 
conservation measure, has re- 
sumed. The illegal fishing is no 
secret - in 1994 Russian au- 
thorities said they had detained 
more than 1,000 poachers, con- 
fiscated more than 100 tons of 
sturgeon and five tons of caviar. 


and shut seven illegal caviar pro- 
cessing plants. Only one species 
of sturgeon, the common, oc- 
casionally visits the seas around 
Britain. A few are caught off our 
coast each year. 

■ John Glimmer, Secretary of 
State for foe Environment, flew 
to Argentina last might for in- 
ternational treaty negotiations 
on conserving wildlife. However . . 
the Government was underfire 
for neglecting endangered sea. 
birds on the mid-Atlantic island 
of Ascension. A plague of fer- i,\' 
al rats and .cals, introduced by 
man, has severetydepleted their 1 
numbers. 

Experts have devised a jELSm 
plan for eradicating the .pests, 
which eat eggs and nestlings on 
the UK dependent territory. But 
foe Government has only of- 
fered to cover 2 per cent of the 
cost. 

A spokesman for UK con- 
servation charities, including 
foe Royal Society for the Pro- 
tection of Birds, said they were 
happy to pay a large share but 
“foe bottom line is that we ex- 
pect a serious contribution from 
the Government’’. 



The big haul: The sturgeon has brought rich rewards for 
fishermen round the Caspian Sea. That could soon change 


Pupils 
take to 
‘work’ 
courses 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


All 14-year-olds should be able 
to study new work-related qual- 
ifications in school within two 
years, Gillian Shephard the 
Secretary of State for Educa- 
tion, announced yesterday. 

She spoke as an inspectors’ 
report showed that new quali- 
fications in health and social 
care, business and manufac- 
turing are motivating students. 

Ministers hope the courses, 
which are being offered as an 
alternative to GCSE will attract 



isyear^ 

ogy, leisure and tourism and art 
and design have been added. 
Next year, engineering will 
oome on stream. 

The inspectors investigated 
115 schools piloting the cours- 
es (part 1 GNVQs) for 5,500 
14- and 15-year-olds and found 
that standards were highest in 
business and lowest in manu- 
facturing. They said teachers 
needed to be brought up to date 
in manufacturing: 

Ministers have begun to ad- 
dress the report’s criticisms 
foot foe assessment is too cum- 
bersome and complicated and 
foal teachers do not under- 
stand how to mark foe work. 
Students of all abilities were at- 
tracted to foe courses, though 
there were proportionately few- 
er of foe most and least able. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Teachers, said its survey showed 
teachers had a positive attitude 
to the qualification but a quar- 
ter of schools felt that it was 
under-funded. 



Introducing the 



SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

EXTRA LOW 
INTEREST RATE 

OF ONLY 

I I *9% APR 

FOR 6 MONTHS 

Even after the first six months, the SAGA Visa 
Card will convert to a very competitive 16.9% 
APR (vari able) and no matter what happens 
to interest rates in the future, you can always 
rely on Saga to offer competitive rates. 

The credit card that gives 
you a great deal more 

Now the SAGA Visa Card is even better value 
with the introduction of Saga's money saving 
telephone service. Free for cardholders, this 
new service will allow you to save between 
15% and 36% on ail international calls and 
up to 20% on UK calls outside your local area.* 
ff yo u are aged so or over, whether you already 
told a credit card or not. you should seriously 
consider how much convenience and value for 
money the SAGA Visa Cart could oSer you. 
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CllH xow for vour no-obligation information pack 
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tow blamed for air crash 


Confusion over 
instructions 


CHRISTOPHER 

BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

The two aircraft which crashed 
west of Delhi. last night, one 
landing and one taking off, 
were close to the airport, and 
under tight air traffic control 
from the ground and visible on 
radar . 

It looks as if either the con- 
trollers made a catastrophic 
mistake, or one of the aircraft 
- which were in the most vul- 
nerable phases of their flight 
taking off or landing - did not 
do as it was told or misunder- 
stood instructions. 

Thro years ago, an Uzbek 
aircraft crashed at Delhi after 
confusion caused by language 
difficulties, and it may be that 
communication difficulties may 
again have been the problem. 

Whatever the cause, the 
crash will renew concern about 
the risk of mid-air collisions 
close to airports in Britain, 
where there have been a num- 
ber of “near misses" which 
could have kffled hundreds of 
people .The Indian crash will be 
the subject of minute investi- 
gation, but a technical cause 
looks unlikely. Precise details, 
like the height at which the air- 
craft were flying when they col- 
lided, were not initially 
available. 


“Under air traffic control 
they axe told what to do. Pro- 
vided tlwy did what they are toid 
'to do, it was an air traffic con- 
trol errorf. said. David Rider, 
editor of Jane's AzrThzffic Con- 
- troL “Otherwise; it was pilot er- 
ror -if an aircraft was told to 
turn right and turned left, for ex- 
ample. 71 ... . - 

The Saudia Boeing 747 air- 
liner taking off from New Del- 
hi’s Indira G andhi airport 
collided with a Tupotev-154 of 
K aza kh s t an airlines dose to 
the ground, according to initial 
eyewitness reports which spoke 
of “fireballs”. 

A rep ort by the Press Trust 
of India (Pip cited officials of 
the Civil Aviation Directorate 
as saying the Saudi plane, SV 
763, had been cleared to climb 
to 14,000 feet and the Kazakh 
airliner, KZA 1907, had been 
cleared to descend to 15,000 feet 
on the same route. Such a 
speparation of 1000 feet is per- 
fectly normal. PTI said the 
radar blips of both aircraft dis- 
appeared seven minutes after 
the Saadi airliner took off. The 
aircraft crashed about 60 miles 
west of Delhi. 

Flights over most of India are 
not radar-controlled from the 
ground, and they use “proce- 
dural control" -strict separation 
by time, distance and altitude. 

Delhi airport is one of a 



Disaster is third 
worst in history 


Elizabeth Wine 


number currently undergoing a 
massive modernisation pro- 
gramme. It now has radar 
which reaches out to aboui 50 
miles, and which is normally 
used only to monitor aircraft ap- 
proaching Delhi, according to 
Peter Quaintmere, the techni- 
cal director of the Internation- 
al Federation of Airline Pilots' 
Associations. Departing air- 
craft follow a standard path to 
link up with known airways. 

Hie crash therefore probably 
occu r red outside ground radar 
control, but why the two aircraft, 
which should have been wide- 
ly separated in time, space and 
distance flew into each other 
remains a mystery . 


BA told to pay £3m to 
Gulf ‘human shields’ 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 


British Airways yesterday lost its 
appeal against having to pay 
compensation to ' French 
passengers who were held as 
“human shields” in Kuwait in 
the opening weeks of the Gulf 
War. Upholding ; the year-old 
judgment of a lower court, a 
Paris judge ruled thpt half the 
compensatio n : shouldfeepaktat 
once, and stipulated, that BA 
could hot launch a further 
appeal until that payment had 
been made.' 

The 61 passengers have been 
awarded between 400,000 and 
600,000 francs ($80,000- 
$120,000) each,accortBng to the 
time they spent in captivity, a to- 
tal bill for BA of more than 
£3m.Tbe Paris appeals court 
confirmed the compensation 
for all but five of the 61 


hostages, for whom it made mi- 
nor-adjustments. 

A lawyer acting for BA said 
immediatdey after the judge- 
ment that the company in- 
tended to appeaL However, a 
- spokeswoman for British Air- 
ways in Paris later, said no de- 
cision had been takearSbesaid 
the company was “disappoint- 
ed" at losing' and “suipn sed* 
at the condition set for a further . 
-appeal! “BAhassbwtyssaidthe 
idea it would deliberately. en- 
danger the safety of passengers 
or employees was preposter- . 
ous,” she said, “and we will vig- 
orously defend ourselves.” 

The original case was., 
brought by 61 French citizens 
who were among more than 300 
passengers on fright BA149 
from London to Kuala Lumpur. 

The' flight made an un- 
scheduled landing at Kuwait 
City, four hours after Iraqi 


troops had entered the territo- 
ry on 2 August 1990. 

The passengers found them- 
selves held hostage for three 
months and some were used as 
“human shields" at ales which 
were conadered by the Iraqis to 
be strategically important. 

The French passengers argue 
that BA committed a “severe 
error”' in allowing the flight to 
proceed. .They also allege the 
stopover was intended to deliver 
a group of 15 undercover SAS 
commandos, a charge which has 
been denied by BA and by the 
British government. 

BA has paid compensation to 
British and US passengers, but 
has pot admitted liability., set- 
tling claims out of court. The 
hostages have also been paid 
compensation of around 30$00 
francs (£4,000) each out of a 
French state fund for victims of 
terrorist or similar attacks. 


First novel is shock 
winner of France’s 



The Prix Goncourt, France’s 
most prestigious literary prize, 
was awarded yesterday to Pas- 
cale Roze for her first novel. 
Chasseur Zero (Zero Hunter). 
As only the eighth woman to 
win the award since it. was in- 
stituted in 1903, Ms Roze joins 
a rarefied band that includes 
such intellectual luminaries as 
Simone de Beauvoir and Mar- 
guerite D uras, writes Mary 
Dtjevsky 

Her winning novel relates the 
long search of a daughter to find 
out about the death of tier fa- 
ther, killed by a fat 
kamikaze pilot during the 
ond World Wkr. 

The award Of the prize for a 
first novel raised eyebrows when 
itwasarmqunred on yesterday^ 
lunchtime television news. 
Aficianados of the Goncourt 
also expressed astonishment 
that the award had gone for the 
second time in three years to the 
publishing house Albin Michel 

Three of France’s biggest 
publishers - Galiiinard, Le Seufl 
and Grosser - act as trustees for 
all five of France’s top literary- 
awards, and the back-stabbing 
politics ofFrench publishing are 
traditionally resided as no 
less important in. deriding the 
awards than literary jneriL . . 

The tally ofGoncourtSsnce 
the beginning stands.*! 82 for 
GalUmard.59 for Grasset and 
29 for Le Seuib witb Albiii 
the next best plapcd with 14 
awards. ' .. 

Soine befieve that the ap- 
pointment last yearoffwo new 
judges to the^Skhtfliber 
Goncourt comrattetEgected a 
degree ofsurpriseandopenness 
into an increasingly stuffy and 
incestuous process; 

The award of last year’s prize 
to Andrei Making . a Russian 





Title winner Pascale Rose, whose novel Zero Hunter 
took this year's Prix Goncourt 


who has since been granted 
french citizenship, was partic- 
ularly controversial Not only 
was he a Russian writing in 
French, but he had already 
been named winner of the 
Medid prize for the same nov- 
el The French Testament , and 
the Goncourt had always stood ■ 
out against sharing prize-win- 
ning novels. .. 

If the ’attitude of the 
commit lee has started the 
change, the value/of the. prize 
has not. It remains at a paltry 
50 francs, far outtyeisiea by 
the prestige to die writer pf 
TTOftung and the certainty that 
sales of the winning novel will, 
soar. A Prix Goncourt can still 
make or break -a publishing 
house. 


The process of selection, a se- 
ries of ballots which take place 
over a -gourmet lunch at the 
Drouaiti restaurant in central 
Paris, has not changed either. 
Ms Roz&’s novel won on the 
third ballot, after the chair- 
man — whose vote counts for 
double - opted against one of 
this year’s favourites. Rhap- 
sodic Cubaine , by Eduardo 
Manet, a French-naturalised 
' Cuban writer. 

' Another favourite. Instru- 
ments des Tineris, by Nancy 
; Huston, a Canadian writer who 
. 'Twes in Paris, appeared not to 
""be " in the running. ' One 
explanation was that the jury 
warned a born and bred French 
winner this year to endarunof 
foreign and colonial writers. 


'*1 


In Britain, by contrast, the air 
traffic control tower normally 
hands over a departing aircraft 
to the regional air traffic con- 
trol centre at about ten . to 
twelve miles out As in India, the 
airport spends more time mon- 
itoring inbound aircraft than 
outbound. 

Indian airspace is extremely 
crowded because aircraft flying 
from the far east to Europe are 
funnelled through a corridor 
over the country. European 
airports are not open at night 
and therefore aircraft tend to 
congregate over Asia, where air 
traffic control, in one expert's 
words last night “Leaves some- 
thing to be desired”. 



Worst even The scene after the 1977 Tenerife crash 


Yesterday’s mkl-air plane crash 
in India ranks third on the list 
of the world’s worst air crash- 
es. The causes of the top ten dis- 
asters are a mixed bag. falling 
into two main categories; ter- 
rorism or deliberate fire by the 
military; and mechanical or pi- 
lot failure. 

The worst crash ever also re- 
sulted from the collision of two 
planes and killed 528 people. In 
March 1977, two Boeing 747s 
crashed on the ground at the air- 
port on Tenenfe . 

Four of the ten most lethal air 
crashes involved a single plane 
crashing cither through pilot er- 
ror, mechanical failure or bad 
weather. The remaining four 
downed planes had been tar- 
geted by terrorists or shot down 
by military aircraft of another 
country. 

The Pan-Am 747 crash over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, that killed 
270 people was the result of a 
terrorist bomb. The horror of 
that crash was revisited this sum- 
mer with the explosion of TWA 
Flight SOU over Long Island. 
New York, killing 230 people. 

The plane fell into the At- 
lantic after exploding in a fire- 
ball minutes after what seemed 
to be a routine takeoff. The 
cause of the crash, in which 
everyone on board was killed. 


is still a mystery. Another ansi 
attributed to terrorism killei 
329 in June 1985 when an Air 
India Boeing 747 crashed off the 
coast of Ireland. 

One of two crashes in the toy 
ten involving the military cam 
in July 1 9SS when the USS \Tn 
ccnncs shot down an Iran Ai 
A300 Airbus over the Gull 
killing 290. The othe 
commercial craft, a Koreai 
Air Lines 747, was shot down b; 
a Soviet fighter after it flev 
near Sakhalin, killing 2b* 
people- 

The second-worst eras! 
killed 520 people when a Japai 
Air Lines Boeing 747 crashes 
into a mountain on a domosii- 
flight in August 1985. A Turk 
ish DC-1U crashed northeast a 
Paris in March 1974. kflUn. 
346. t 

In August 1980. a Saudi Ara 
bian L-101 1 jet crashed, killing 
301. while attempting an emer 
gcncy landing at Riyadh airpon 
An American Airlines DC-1', 
crashed upon takeoff in Chica 
go. killing 273 in May 1979. 

Other deadty mid-air colli 
sions include the crash of . 
Libvan airliner and an air fore 
MiG-23 fighter that killed 35 
people in December 1992. Th 
crash killed all the passenger, 
and crew aboard the Boeing 74- 
but the fighter crew parachuL- 
ed to safety. s 


THE FRIENDS PROVIDENT STEWARDSHIP PEP, 



The Friends Provident Stewardship PEP seeks to avoid 
investment in companies that harm people, wildlife or our world. 


instead, it seeks to invest in companies that deliver 
positive benefits to society. 


WOULDN’T YOU 
RATHER HAVE PROFIT 
WITH PRINCIPLES? 


The Friends Provident Stewardship 
PEP aims to invest In companies that 
make a positive contribution to the world 
we live in. 

And to avoid companies whose 
business practices could be harmful to 
the planet and its people. 




PROFIT- TAX FREE 


Rve year returns 
out-perform the average 
for ail unit trusts* 


Yet this needn’t mean avoiding a 
decent profit 


Over the past S years. Stewardship 
has out-performed the average return for 
all unit trusts, ethical or not* 

Just the kind of performance you 
would expect from Friends Provident, 
the UK’s leading ethical investment com- 
pany. which manages around £700 mil- 
lion of ethical investments. 

Get on the Blue Line now, direct to 
Friends Provident 

The Blue Line is the fast no-hassle 
way to get the information you need 
about this product over the phone to 
help you make an informed decision. 

You’ll deal with friendly qualified peo- 
ple who will talk to you in clear straight- 
forward language. 

Call 0800 00 00 80 now, or contact 
your financial adviser, and you’ll find 


that your principles needn’t stop you 
making a profit 


THE PLUS POINTS OF PROFIT 
WITH PRINCIPLES 


• Proven track record 
with good growth 
prospects. 

► All profits are tax-free. 
Invest a lump sum (minimum 
£1 ,000) or monthly pay- 
ments of £50 or more. 

> Managed by the UK’s leading 
ethical investment company. 
Investment in successful compa- 
nies which are helping rather than 
harming the world. 



Get on the Blue Line 





We’re here to take your call 8 to 8 Weekdays. 10 to 4 Weekends. 


FRIENDS PROVIDENT 




FRIENDS PROVDENTTHS BLUE UNE LIMITED tS A REPRESENTATIVE ONLY OF THE FH&fDS PROVIDENT MARKEUNG GROUP WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY 
THE VALUE OF A WSTTRUST, AND AWf INCOME FROM IT. 5 NOT GUARANTEED At® CAN GO UP AND DOWN DEPENDING ON INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE 
FAST PERFORMANCE tS NOT NECESSARILY A GUBJE TO THE FUTURE. RA1 TERMS AND CONDITIONS ARE AVAILABLE ON REOUEST.TAX LEGISLATION MAV CHANGE. 

-BASED ON 7HE PERFORMANCE OP THE STEWARDSHIP UNIT TRUST OVER 5 YEARS TO 7>£ 2ND ^PTEMBER 199& ALL FIGURES ON AN OFFER TO BID BASIS WITH GROSS SNGOfcE REINVESTED. 80URCE: 
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FREE 6 DISC CD PLAYER. FREE ALLOY WHEELS WITH ABS: FREE AIR CONDITIONING 


The new 416 i, a Rover saloon legendary for its long distance comfort, now comes 
with a six disc auto-change CD player (or, if you’d prefer it, up to three years of free 
servicing*), five-spoke alloy wheels, air conditioning and anti-lock brakes, j 
All for an on-the-road price of £14,445. 

What more can we add? If you’d like to indulge in a test drive, contact 

RELAX, 

your local Rover dealer, or call 0345 186 186. rover 
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Russia in danger as 


Hot stuff: Lava spewing from the Pacaya volcano in Guatemala after it erupted on Monday: sending a cloud of 
ash two miles high, forcing the evacuation of nearby villages Photograph: Kimberley White/Reuters 


Israel isolated on Hebron 


Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem ; 

Israel and the Palestinians could 
agree on Hebron in 24 bours, 
but are divided on a Anther 
withdrawal of Israeli troops 
from the West Bank, according 
to US officials. The previous Is- 
raeli government signed an 
accord promising the stage-by- 
stage redeployment which has 
not been implemented. 

“They could reach agree- 
ment in 24 hours, but it could 
also take two or three weeks,” 
said Robert PeJJetreau. the US 
Assistant Secretary of State 
yesterday in Cairo. “It is a 
question of bow much you are 
going to tie in Hebron with non- 
Hebron issues and that hasn't 
been resolved." 

Yasser Arafat, the Palestin- 
ian leader, is concerned that the 


intense international pressure 
on Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister, to imple- 
ment the present stage of the 
Oslo agreement will be relaxed 
if he signs- an agreement deal-. 
- mgejfchisively with 
' wants autonomous Palestinian 
areas, to be. progressively ex-' 
panded as previously agreed. - 

The pressure on Israel was 
evident at the Middle East and 
North African economic con- 
ference which opened in Cairo 
yesterday with speeches by War- 
ren Christopher, the US secre- 
tary of State, and the European 
Union troika of ministers led by 
Dick Spring, the Irish Foreign 
Minister. 

The annual regional eco- 
nomic conference, attended 
this year by 3,500 government 
officials and businessmen, in the 
past proclaimed as a sign of Is- 


raeli integration into the Mid- 
dle East, is this year a sign of its 
isolation. In the months since he 
took office in June Mr Ne- 
tanyahu has presided over a de- 
terioration in Israel’s relations 
with 27 foreign countries says 
Haim Baram, an Israeli com- 
mentator. 

President Mubarak of Egypt 
emphasised his coolness to- 
wards the new Israeli govern- 
ment last month by refusing to 
attend a summit in Washington, 
called after the violence in Sep- 
tember which left 60 Palestini- 
ans and 15 Israelis dead. King 
Hussein of Jordan, at first con- 
ciliatory with Mr Netanyahu, 
has since visited Jericho with Mr 
Arafat. 

Mr Netanyahu is under clos- 
er international scrutiny than his 
Labour predecessors. Labour 
started the economically dev- 


astating closures of the West 
Bank and Gaza in 1993 and in- 
creased the number of Jewish 
settlers by 50,000 in four yeans, 
but did not have to face the 
same volume of criticism as the 
present right-wing Likud gov- 
ernment. 

Mr Christopher, toki the 
conference that “the peace 
process has shown great re- 
silience.” However Mr Christo- 
pher has failed in repeated 
efforts to broker a peace treaty, 
with Syria, based on an Israeli- 
wilbdrawal from the Golan 
Heights. 

Direct talks between Israel 
and the Palestinians on Hebron 
resumed last nighL At issue in 
the city is the extent of the Is- 
raeli right of hot pursuit, the cal- 
ibre of weapons to be used try 
police and tne use of one main 
street.' ■ 


Oxfam 

Save lives in 
Central Africa 


U p to one million people in Eastern 
Zaire are dying from starvation and 
disease. Some refugees have, been able 
to flee into Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda, 
and Tanzania, Oxfam can help them. 

We are providing clean water for 
thousands of those who have escaped 
the turmoil. You can help us to save 
more lives. 

We are doing everything possible, but we 
need extra funds now to respond as this 
crisis unfolds. 

Please, give a donation today. 

credit can! dqnaflo05 (^) 312231 


Yes, I want to help Oxfam ? s work In 
I Central Africa. Here Is my donation of: 

I £25 0 £50 d £100 0 £250 0 £ 
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| Postcode 

| Pfeftsa send to: QxWto, Room BBQ^ffij£ro5^*foj^j27B^ | 
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Police arrest Bhutto leaves 
third of South with escort 
Pacific army of supporters 


More than 100 members of 
Vanuatu's paramilitary force, 
which abducted the South 
pacific nation’s President 
last month in a pay dispute, 
were arrested yesterday, the 
Justice Minister, Father 
Whiter Lini, said. 

“The law and order of 
Vanuatu is now in the hands 
of the Vanuatu police force." 
Fr Uni said from the capital. 
Port Vila. The police said 
that 138 of the 300-strong 
Vanuatu Mobile Force, 
which is effectively 
Vanuatu’s army, had been 
arrested. 

The VMF claims the 
government has failed to pay 
its members special duty 
allowances amounting to 
£760,000 since 1992. 

Chi 12 October, the VMF 
abducted the President, 
Jean-Marie Leye, from his 
home and forced him to fly 
to a nearby island where he 
was kept for several hoars. 
The cabinet resolved to pay 
the allowance by the end of 
October, but no payment has 
been made. Port VUa- Reuter 


Benazir Bbutto moved out 
of her official residence into 
a private home, surrounded 
by chanting supporters, a 
week after being sacked as 
Pakistan’s prime minister 
after being accused of - 
corruption. 

“I think this whole thing 
stinks,” she said at the home 
of Senator Gubar Ahmed, 
where she noil temporarily 
stay with her three children. 
Islamabad — Reuter 


Men attack 
shrine women 

A group of women who 
came to pray at the Western 
Vtell, Judaism's holiest site, 
were attacked by Orthodox 
men who threw chairs to try 
to make. them leave . ' 

, A pohce officer was . 
injured while escorting 
about 50 women away from 
other worshippers. Jerusalem 
-AT 


Qatar picks 
its first lady 

Qatar broke appointed its 
first woman to a senior 
government post. 

The Gulf state's Emir. 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
al-Thani, issued a decree 
appointing Sheikha Ahmed 
akMahmoud under- 
secretary at the Ministry of 
Education and Culture. 

Doha - Reuter 

Marriage-mix 
lesbian barred 

A lesbian who married a 
male transsexual attacked 
her church for barring her. 

“I feel in my own eyes that 
no one has the right to ten 
me where I can go to hear 
God's word," Debi 
Easlerday said. The Medina 
Church of the Brethren had 
her escorted off the property 
tty a police officer on 
Sunday. 

Akron, Ohio-AP 


army nears collapse 


Tony Barber 

Moscow 


Russia’s defence minister. Gen- 
eral Igor Rodionov, warned yes- 
terday that the armed forces 
were m such chaos that the sta- 
bility of the Russian state itself 
might soon come under threat. 

“If extreme measures are 
not taken, to reform the anny in 
the near future, the conse- 
quences for the state could be 
catastrophic,” he told generals 
called to. assess the results of 
wirnhai training in 1996. 

General Rodionov, appoint- 
ed by President Boris Yeltsin last 
July, described this year as the 
worst for the army since Rus- 
sia launched its market-based 
economic reforms in 1992. “The 
armed forces have reached a 
point beyond which any further 
redaction in their combat readi- 
ness may lead to unpredictable, 
tragic consequences,” he said. 

His remarks were among the 
most stark assessments of the 
condition of the armed forces 
that any top-ranking general has 
made since Mr Yeltsin won re- 
election in July. Alexander 
Lebed, the president's recent- 


ly sacked security supremo, 
warned during his brief spefl in 
office that the armed forces 
might mutiny, but General Ro- 
dionov made dear that the real 
danger lay not in a rebellion but 
in the army's disintegration. 

This view is shared by West- 
ern intelligence services and de- 
fence analysts. In a recently 
leaked report, the CIA said the 
crisis in the aimed forces was so 
acute that control had weak- 
ened over Russia's nuclear 
weapons arsenal. 

The London-based Interna- 
tional Institute for Strategic 
Studies said last month that an 
even greater threat was theft of 
conventional weapons. Soldiers 
who have not received wages for 
months have been selling 
weapons on the black market, 
often to Russian rr i minal gfln p 

Mr Yeltsin underlined his 
concern about the issue tty 
phoning the prime minis ter. 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, from the 
hospital where he is recovering 
from a quintuple heart bypass. 
A Kremlin spokesman said that 
the president had specifically 
asked whether the government 
had taken action to ensure ser- 



Rodkmov: Chaos in military 
could prove tragic for state 

vicemen were being paid. The 
army's unpaid wages bill is es- 
timated to be at least 5,UU0 bil- 
lion roubles (£5b0m), and has 
turned into such a serious prob- 
lem that soldiers serving in 
Chechnya have not been paid 
for up to three months. 

Last year the army’s food ad- 
ministration reportedly only 
had funds topay for soldiers’ 
breakfasts. The wages prob- 
lem is part of a national pay- 
ments crisis in which millions of 
workers have gone unpaid for 


months, partly because of a col- 
lapse in government revenues 
caused by tax-dodging slate 
and private companies. The to- 
tal in unpitid wages is 43 trillion 
roubles (£4.9hn ). 

The head of Russia’s adviso- 
ry Defence Council. Yuri Ba- 
turin, provided bizarre 
confirmation of the army's 
problems last month when he 
said that no one actually knows 
how big the army is. He esti- 
mated there were 225 million 
servicemen, hut said this figure 
included “ghost troops” that did 
not appear in the official mili- 
tary budget - a practice dating 
from Communist times. 

Mr Yeltsin pmmised last 
May that he would abolish con- 
scription by 20110 and transform 
the army into a smaller, all -pro- 
fessional force. Yet the cost of 
introducing such u reform is so 
high that Russian military ana- 
lysts do not expect it to take ef- 
fect until well into the next 
century. 

General Rodionov favours 
the switch to an all-profession- 
al force, but has made clear that 
he thinks Mr Yeltsin's timetable 
is unrealistic. 


Britain joins Cuba against US 


David Usborne 

New York 


In an extraordinary diplomatic 
breach with its closest ally, 
Britain yesterday joined all of 
its European Union partners in 
siding agains t the United Stales 
in voting for a resolution at the 
United Nations calling for an 
end to the three-decade-long 
American economic embargo of 
Cuba. The vote was a landmark 
in the development of a com- 
mon European foreign policy. 

The dramatic turnaround by 
Britain and other EU members 
in a vote at the UN Genera] As- 
sembly was triggered by wide- 
spread anger at the US over its 
recent passage of the so-called 
Helms-Burton Act, which seeks 
to penalise foreign companies 
doing business inside Cuba. 
The EU has asked the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) to 
declare the legislation iDegaL 


Europe unites in UN vote to call 
for end to 30-year trade embargo 


Approval by the General As- 
sembly of a resolution calling for 
an end to the US embargo has 
become an annual ritual that 
serves to embarrass Washington. 
Until now. however. Britain 
and other EU states, including, 
last year Germany and the 
Netherlands, have abstained. 

Yesterday, however, marked 
the first time that the EU has 
adopted a common position 
on the issue, voting in favour of 
the Cuban resolution. “This is 
the first time we have voted as 
a block in this, and h reflects our 
common opposition to Helms- 
Burton,” a senior diplomat said. 

In a joint statement, the EU 
said it remained critical of the 
regime of Fidel Castro and 
that it recognised that the eco- 
nomic plight in Cuba remained 


in part of the regime's making. 
It wenl on. however, to castigate 
the US for adopting the Helms- 
Burton Act The EU has joined 
a chorus of foreign protest at tbe 
legislation, led also by Canada 
and Mexico, on the grounds that 
it represents an illegal extension 
of US law to foreign countries. 

In the bluntly worded state- 
ment. the EU declared: “We 
cannot accept lhal the United 
States may unilaterally deter- 
mine or restrict the European 
Union's economic and com- 
mercial relations with any oth- 
er state. Measures of this type 
violate the general principles of 
international law and the sov- 
ereignty of independent states." 

Victor Marrero, US repre- 
sentative to the assembly, swift- 
ly fired back, however. “By 


introducing this restitution ... 
Cuba has manipulated the con- 
cerns of countries around the 
world to claim support for its 
reprehensible policies of intol- 
erance and oppression.” 

The vote comes as one more 
humiliation in what has already 
been an unusually difficult week 
for the US at the United Na- 
tions. Only days ago. the US also 
found itself the victim of hos- 
tility over its debt to the UN as 
well as its efforts to unseat the 
Secretary-General, Boutros 
Boutros Ghali, when, for the 
first time in the UN's history. 
Washington was denied a seat 
on the organisation's most im- 
portant budgetary committee. 

Cuba's vice-president. Carlos 
Lage Davila, said the assembly 
had voted “not only against a 
policy that is unfair. but also to 
make sure that no state, how- 
ever powerful, may be able to 
ignore international law”. 
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We don’t make you lock up your savings 


mr' 


just because we pay you higher interest. 




£500- 

£4,999 

£5,000- 

£9,999 

£10,000- 

£24,999 

£25,000- 

£49,999 

£50,000- 

£99,999 

Direct Line 

Instant Access Account 

4.50% 

4.75% 

5.50% 

5.65% 

5.75% 

Halifax Solid Gold 
(90 Day Notice) 

2.75% 

3.05% 

3.80% 

4.30% 

4.50% 

Woolwich Premier 90 
(90 Day Notice) 

N/A 

3.10% 

3.85% 

4.60% 

4.85% 

Yorkshire Building 

Society Key 90 Plus 

N/A 

N/A 

4.05% 

4.50% 

5.00% 

AS rates are gras* and correct at 29th October 1 996. 


Wpnt to earn a higher rate of interest fant don't want to lode your 
savings away in a bank or building society for up to 90 days? Call 
Direct Line. Higher interest and instant access aren't the only benefits 
either. The more savings yon have, the higher oar rates get Yon can 
pool your savings with family or friends to reach even higher returns. 
And of course everything is done from the comfort of your own 
home. So if yon want higher interest and instant access don't lock 
your savings np in a bank or building society. Save with Direct Line. 



0181 667 1121 


LONDON 


0161 833 1121 


MANCHESTER 


(DIRECT LIM E) 

0141 221 1121 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND24 
Internet address: http://www.directline.co.uk 
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Zaire aid fails 
to reach lost 
and hungry 



CRISIS IN AFRICA 




David Orr 

Kinshasa 


Despite high hopes that the firsi 
aid deliveries would stan reach- 
ing refugees in Zaire, political 
blockages and bureaucratic ob- 
stacles continue to impede the 
aid agencies. 

Yesterday the humanitarian 
organisations were sLill en- 
gaged in frustrating talks in 
Kinshasa with the Zairean gov- 
ernment about the delivery of 
supplies to the most needy ar- 
eas. Large numbers of des- 
perate refugees are understood 
to be gathered around the 
town of Lobutu, to the east of 
Kisangani, which is set to be- 
come the centre for the grow- 
ing aid operation. 

"The Zairean government is 
making things difficult for the 
aid agencies' because they are 
afraid they’ll freeze the refugee 
problem "for good", said one 
Western diplomat in Kinshasa. 

“The Zaireans want the 
refugees to go back to Rwanda, 
not to settle even deeper inside 
Zairean territory." 

But there is another problem. 
Almost one month after eastern 
Zaire’s refugees started fleeing 
their camps - and one week af- 
ter the first reports that they are 
dying of disease, hunger and 
thirst - there is still no certain- 
ty as to where most of them are. 

More than 1 milli on Rwan- 
dan and Burundian refugees, as 
well as countless thousands of 
displaced Zaireans, have been 
driven deep into the inhos- 
pitable interior of Zaire by 
fighting raging in the east of the 
country. 

In the forests and among the 
hills of one of Africa’s remotest 
regions, they are still beyond the 
reach of the international aid 


agencies. 

“We hope to have a better 
idea of their location by the end 
of the week", said Sergio Vieira 
de Mello, of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Ref- 
ugees (UNHCR). 

“A large concentration from 


one camp has been spotted 
from the air but we don't know 
where most of them are. We 
can’t say for certain if they are 
dying in large numbers but we 
know their food probably ran 
out at the end of last week.” 

Having escaped the fighting 
between the Zairean army and 
the rebels who have now taken 
control of much of the east, the 
fleeing mass of humanity is 
now prey to the degradations of 
bureaucracy. 

Aid convoys which crossed 
from Rwanda into eastern 
Zaire were yesterday stalled as 
negotiations continued between 
aid officials and rebel leader, 
Laurent Kabila. 

The rebels were insisting that 
their authority in the region be 
recognised by the United Na- 
tions before the distribution of 
food and blankets could begin. 

“The number of refugees 
who have emerged around 
Goma saying they are prepared 
to be repatriated to Rwanda can 
be counted in hundreds", said 
Mr de Mello. 

“There are also some needy 
civilians in the town; the situa- 
tion in Bukavu is much more se- 
rious: there’s no food or 
medical supplies and there are 
lots of wounded." 

The cross-border refief effort 
is for the moment largely sym- 
bolic. The far greater need is be- 
yond Goma and Bukavu, which 
he are deep in the heart of 
Zaire. 

But the Zairean government 
is insisting that supplies must be 
shipped through the capital, 
Kinshasa, in the far west of the 
country. 

Though they have lost con- 
trol of their eastern border re- 
gion, the Zairean authorities are 
insisting that aid organisations 
must not contravene Zairean 
sovereignty by dealing with the 
insurgents. 

“It’s all a bit of a mess," said 
one aid official in Kinshasa. 

“The aid operation in the 
east, with the UN talking to the 
rebels, has put the Zairean 


government in a difficult posi- 
tion. I don't think the govern- 
ment is going to be so stupid as 
to punish the aid organisations 
but they’re unlikely to give im- 
mediate approval for a full 
scale aid effort. TheyTl proba- 
bly just approve a bit at a time.” 

Mosi of Zaire’s missing 
refugees are Rwandans, mem- 
bers of tire country's Hutu ma- 
jority, who fled their country 
after at least half a million The- 
sis were massacred by Hutu 
militias in 1994. 

They crossed the border to 
escape advancing Tutsi rebels 
who put an end to the genocide 
and formed a new government 
in Rwanda. 

The refugees were again put 
to flight last month as fighting 
flared between the Zairean 
army and Tutsi guerrillas in 
eastern Zaire. 

A UNHCR and United Na- 
tions World Food Programme 
mission is due to arrive in 
Kisangani today to assess the se- 
curity situation and humani- 
tarian needs. 

So far, no refugees are un- 
derstood to have reached 
Kisangani, which has been bad- 
ly looted by retreating Zairean 
troops. The International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross has got 
clearance to deliver a small 
shipment of supplies to Kisan- 
gani today, but not yet to deliver 
aid to the displaced people be- 
yond the town. 




#elve 
nations 



Stand-off: Zairean students expelled from their university by the army stand at a 
Cathedral. The troops forced those with no homes In the capital to gather tfcfere 


otKfrfobasa 

Reuter 




Rqmc (Reuter) — Canada was 
readyto lead a multinational 
force in Zaire, the. United Na- 
tions Secretary-General, Bou- 
tros Boutros-Ghali, said 
yesterday, adding that he was 
o^imistK progress 'was being 
madetoend an “intolerable" 
tragedy.' He expected more 
.than 12 countries would make 
/^ifeCWdaw-ted'ibiBse, and 
hopfed the United S tates would 
j?royide logistical support. 

had been in am tact with 
. Canada’s Prime Minister, Jean 
Chritieh. "I express my grati- 
'.tsSte to Canada. Canada has ac- 
cepted- to command these 
multinational forces ... Cana- 
da isaveryneutral country," 
Mr Boutros-Ghali said South 
Africa’s President, Nelson Man- 
dela, ahd some European 
_ Italy, had also 
agre ed in 'principle to commit 
troops to a humanitarian force. 

“We are in contact .with 
Canada, Jtaly. France. Spain and 
we hope also to have logistical 
-support- from the United 
States!'”, ’Die. size of the force 
had npt been decided but Mr 
Boutiba-QtiaU said: “People 
me-’fpfengofc between 10,000 

' Mr Boutros-Ghali said be was 
confident a Canadian-led force, 
with. African participation, 
would prove acceptable to 
Rwanda’s TUtsi-led govern- 
ment, which has refused- to 
agree to leadership from Phis. 

k says Breach troops sent in 
1994 to help Cad genocide pro- 
' jSotus blamed for the 


Making amends for the Somali 
. for sending soldiers to Africa -agi 


&cfily motive 

ugb Winsor 



Ottawa - The Canadian Gov? 
‘ eminent, anxious to regain the 
initiative in United Nations 
peace-keeping operations and 
to take advantage of its experi- 
enc6inthe Great Lakes region 
’ of CiStjtSal Africa, has offered 
to take the lead role in Organ- 
ising a small military force to act 
as a disaster-assistance response 
team in eastern Zaire. . 

The Canadian forces are pre- 
pared to send a lightly armed 
mobile unit of French-speaking 
officers with previous UN 
peace-keeping operations in 
Rwanda immediately as§ van- 
guard unit for a larger UN 
force. . 

The Prime Minister, Jean 
Chretien, contacted 15 world 
leaders over the weekend, urg- 
ing support for such a force. 
“Prime Minister ChnStien de- 
cided that the urgency of the sit- 
uation required some action,” 
a spokesman for the Foreign Af- 
fairs Department said yesterday. 

The Foreign Minister, Lloyd 
Azwortfay, called off a visit to 
Cairo for a Middle East eco- 
nomic conference in order to 
work full-time on the force. 

The Canadian motivation is 
a mixture of altruism and a de- 
sire to refurbish a reputation for 
UN peace-keeping that was 


. 1956. Lester Pearson,; 
rotary of State for. r 
fairs and later Prime ? 
was awarded the Nc 
Prize in 1957 for initiating &e 
UNpeace-force concept. 

That Canadian forces oper- 
ate in both French and English 
is seen as an advantage in this 
part of Africa. Also, Canadian 
generals commanded the Unit- 
ed Nations Assistance Mission 
in Rwanda (Unamir) force in 
Rwanda during the upheaval in 
1994. The current initiative is 
also related to frustrations left 
from that period when Cana- 
dian commanders wanted to in- 
crease the Unamir force and 
intervene to stop the kfllmgs- In- 
stead, the Security Council re- 
duced the Unamir force and 
UN headquarters ordered the 
peace-keepers not to intervene. 

Apart from political motiva- 
tions, the Canadian govern- 
ment has also come under 
pressure from several of the 
Canadian-based humanitarian 
agencies which played key roles 
in the Zairean refugee camps 
before they were forced to flee 
by the current fitting 

Canadian misaonary organ- 
isations, especially the Roman 
Catholic White Fathers, have 
been active in the area, found- 



stained by several incidents in mg a university in Rwanda, for 


Somalia. 

In one case, a group of Cana- 
dian soldiers tortured and beat 
to death a 16-year-old Somali 
youth caught attempting to 
steal from the Canadian com- 
pound. There were also two 
questionable shooting incidents 
in which Somalis were (tilled. 


instance. They have links both 
with the refugees and the cur- 
rent leadership in both Rwan- 
da and Burundi. 

There is also a desire to back 
rq> the work of Raymond Chre- 
tien, die Prime Minister's 
nephew, who has been desig- 


ned. anted the special envoy of the 
Canada’s record on. UN UN Secretary-General, Boutros 


peace-keeping goes back to the 
aftermath of the Suez Crisis in 


Bouto)s-Ghali,and who is now 
in Kinshasa. 


ler,.the G4nadiaii< repre- 
s^&ative at ’’thp United Na- 
tions^ who wasDeputy Minister 
of National Defence when the 
- Canadians headed the Unamir 
md who was a teacher in Rwan- 
da before he joined the foreign 
service. 

Canada believes that by tak- 
ing the initiative it can overcome 
obstacles that have brought 
Fran co-Spa oish proposals to a 
standstill- In particular, there is 
resistance to French participa- 
tion, because the Rwandan gov- 
ernment, led by the Rwandese 
Patriotic Front, resents the 
French alliance with the former 
Hutu government It was the 
creation of Zone Tbrquoise in 
the south-west sector of Rwan- 
da two years ago. protected by 
FrendhTorces, which permitted 
leaders of the Interahamwe 
militia, responsible for the 
massacre of Tutus, to escape to 
Zaire.' • 

Canada’s initial group would 
be an advance team. of 180 to 
200 .men specialising in com- 
munkatioiB, a mobile field hos- 
pital and a water-purification, 
system. Unconfirmed reports 
said Canada was prepared to 
commit up to 1,500 troops but 
was counting on help from oth- 
er 'Western countries, especial- 
ly the United States, which has 
the airlift capacity to get the 
Canadians with their equip- 
ment and their Grizzlies, light- 
ly armoured wheeled scout cars, 
to Goma quickly. The Canadi- 
an contingent to U namir cre- 
ated an extensive microwave 
communications network in 
Rwanda which can be .reacti- 
vated and extended into Zaire. 


France has pushed hardest 
for troops to be sent to Zaire to 
open humanitarian corridors to 
get food and water to starving 
. Rwandan and Burundian 
refugees and displaced Zair e- 
an Lite Bench have attacked 
the US for dragging its feet. 

-Britain has said it will take a 
p reliminary decision in the mart 
^couple of days” on whether to 
contribute personnel to a pro- 
posed humanitarian force in 
- ZanieL “If looks likely that 
there will be an international 
force and there wfll be inter- 
‘ est hfere in contributing to it if 
we can (and) if there is a work- 
able military plan.” 

Spain’s Foreign Minister, 
Abel Matutes, said the UN 
might give a green light within 
48 hours to toe deployment of 
a multinational force in Zaire. 

Spain is prepared to send 300 
soldiers ana will consider 
whether to send more later on. 
The troops would secure hu- 
manitarian corridors to help dis- 
tribute aid. 

In Nairobi, Kenya's Foreign 
Minister, Kalonzo Musyoka, 
said he planned to visit Zaire's 
ailing President Mobutu Sese 
Seko, who is convalescing at his 
villa in Nice, France, after treat- 
ment in Switzerland for prostate 
cancer. 

The Organisation of African 
Unity’s Committee for Conflict 
Prevention, Management and 
Resolution met on Monday in 
Addis Ababa and said it re- 
gretted the UN Security Coun- 
cil had not deployed a neutral 
multinational force, as urged by 
an African summit last week in 
Nairobi 



Mobutu: Still convalescing 
In villa in France 


France moves troops to Congo 


K insh a s a (Reuter) —.France 
has moved troops to Congo, just 

across the river from the trou- 
bled Zairean capital Kinshasa 
to intervene to protect French 
citizens if needed, diplomat 
said yesterday. ‘ 

“They are there simply as a 
precaution in case it is neces- 
sary to protect French citizens 
in Kinshasa," one diplomat 
said. 

Diplomats said that a com- 
pany of Bench troops flew tothe 
Congolese capital Brazzaville, 
on Monday from a base in 
Gabon, one of France’s former 
African colonies, where French 
troops are based under defence 
accords. A company normally 
numbers about 120 men. 

No official comment was im- . 
mediately available from 
French 'embassies in Kmshriyq 
or Brazzaville. The twin cities 


% 


Force ready to cross river if needed to 
protect French citizens in Kinshasa 


are separated by- the 'River 
Zaire.- 

• Tension hasbetn mounting 
in Kinshasa aver the past two 
weeks since news struck home 
of a homifiating defeat of Zaine- 
an soldiers by Rwandan-backed 
e thnic Tutsi rebels in the east of 

the country, 

. Rebellions students allied to 
the radical opposition have 
been demonstrating in a cam- 
paign to topple the Prime Min- 
ister, Kengo waDondo, who is 
part Thisi and whose govem : 
meat is accused of doing tod 
little in the face of the rebellion.' 

The French troops arrived on 
the eve of a deadline today set 
by the students for Mr Kengo’s 
resignation* but a student 


leader said that' the ultimatum 
had been deforced until, further 
notice.' 

. On Monday students set up 
roadblocks on Kinshasa streets 
and hijacked vehicles, b ringing 
transport and business in the 
city Of five million people to a 
standstill. Shops were shut, as 
many people feared a bout of 

lo oting ' 

French troops intervened in 
Tunshasa in 1991 and 1993 to 
evacuate French citizens and 
other Europeans after army-led 
looting in which hundreds of 
Zaireans died. The French am - 
baxsador was shot dead in the 
noting in 1993. 

Tension was dose to boiling 
point last week after two stn- 




dents were lolled in clashes 
with security forces. 

Angry students briefly oc- 
cupied parliament and parad- 
ed the coffins of their fallen 
comrades. Authorities reacted 
on Sunday bv shutting two 
flashpoint campuses in Kin- 
shasa. Hoops drove out students 
at gunpoint before dawn on 
Monday. A leading student ac- 
tivist, Steve Mbikayi, said yes- 
terday that the suspension of 
the deadline for Mr Kengos res- 
ignation was tactical. 

“We are waiting to negotiate 
with the government to reopen 
two colleges that were shut 
down at the weekend. When 
they were kicked off the ram- 
puses, many of the students had 
no homes to go to- 

Once they are back on cam- 
pus we will continue the strug- 
gle." Mr Mbifcayf said. 
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T he good., news is that British - 
employees will now benefit 
from a law that enables them 
to stick to a sensible working week, 
without the risk of being sacked, and 
have proper paid holidays. The bad 
news is that the European Commis- 
sion is introducing this legislation in 
th. e wrong way, and thereby under- 
mining the pro-European argument 
in Britain. 

Paid holidays and shorter working 
hours are good for our wellbeing, and 
therefore a social good, too. You can- 
not be pro-family (as many Ibries 
would claim to be) and at the same 
time object to the substance of this 
law. 

Yesterday, the European Court of 
Justice stamped on John Major’s 
objections and ruled that the new 
directive on working time is legiti- 
mate European health and safety leg- 
islation Britain cannot opt out These 
entitlements - a reasonable amount 
of time off work to lead a normal 
family and social Life — ought to be 
unexceptionable in a modern, 
civilised economy. Children rarely get 
a glimpse of parents working long 
hours, domestic relationships suffer 
under the strain, and our national 
quality of life deteriorates. All work 
and no play (or rest) makes Jack a 
dull boy, Jill a tired mum, and John 
a shallow and grumpy husband. The 
argument that we need to work 


longer and longer hours to compete 
with low-paid workers in undevel- 
oped economies holds no water, their 
workers mil no doubt raise their 
social expectations as they get richer. 

There are those who thrive on 
stress, who enjoy nothing more than 
working, and who cannor think of 
better ways to spend their time. They 
will still be allowed to work longer 
hours if they wish. Indeed, the effect 
of the tegislatidn is Hkety to be largely 
symbolic - a signal to employers that 
an excessively zealous work ethic 
may damag&creativity, good working 
- relations, andidtimately productivity 
and commitment. Unions will be in 
a far stronger position negotiating 
hours and aftiual holidays for vul- 
nerable workers. So if the Govem- 
. meant had introduced this legislation 
of its own vmltion, we would have 
applauded it. . 

John Major’s government, 
obsessed with deregulation and 
intimidated by employers, does not 
appreciate that social legislation is a 
necessary function of government in 
a competitive market economy. The 
. business demand for zero interfer- 
ence is absurd. There is a necessary 
tension between the business world's 
wish to be left unfettered in its 
search for profit, and any govern- 
ment’s proper role, which is to cre- 
ate a climate for competitive business 
while meeting social expectations. 
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Companies that are competitive 
purely on the basis of pushing hard- 
pressed employees beyond sensible 
physical limits are not helping the 
wider social world. Indeed, it is not 
mainly their business to care about 
the wider social world. That is one 
reason we have governments, rather 
than corporations, to run our lives: 
to look after our non-profit oriented 
interests. 

It even makes sense for European 
countries to introduce such social leg- 
islation together, if they can agree. 
But there is no excuse for disguising 
social legislation like this as a health 


and safety matter. By levering it in 
through the back door, the European 
Union risks discrediting its legislative 
process. 

The Commission argued (and the 
European Court agreed) that long 
hours are bad for our health, and that 
restricting them is therefore legiti- 
mate health and safety legislation. 
The premise may well be true. But 
who can tell what the optimal num- 
ber of hours worked may be? Is 48 
hours monitoring a building site as 
bad for our health as 48 hours carry- 
ing bricks, or 48 hours spent at head 
office worrying about whether bud- 


the leader page 
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gets could be met? (Irrelevantly, but 
interestingly, how does a 60^hour 
week in a calm, friendly office com- 
pare with a dawn-to-dusk week at 
home on your own in a small house 
looking after several small children?) 

Moreover, the European govern- 
ments who backed the original pro- 
posal have undermined the force of 
their argument by their own exemp- 
tions. If working more than 48 hours 
really is so bad for our health, and if 
the European Union has our health 
so much at heart, why are so many 
workers excluded? The health of 
doctors and transport workers is no 
less important than the health of 
everyone else. If these people are so 
readily exempt, then presumably the 
rigid 48 hours is not so important to 
our health after all, in which case it 
should not be a pan of health and 
safety legislation. 

Indeed, one of the groups specifi- 
cally excluded, doctors in training, 
have one of the best health and 
safety cases of all for a limit on 
working hours: a bad diagnosis by an 
exhausted casualty doctor who has 
spent 24 hours on Ids or her feet could 
be fatal. 

The Conservative Party will make 
much of today’s decision in the run- 
up to the election. It is evidence, they 
will say, that our European partners 
want to meddle destructively in our 
fives. But Mr Major should be care- 


ful how he plays this issue. Voters 
may accept, when they hear all the 
arguments, that Europe should not 
be interfering and imposing itself in 
this way. But will overworked people 
want to vote for a party' that specif- 
ically rejects employment protec- 
tion? If Mr Major thinks his stance 
will only win him votes he should 
think again. Perhaps his judgment is 
awry. Perhaps he is working unduly 
long hours. 


Seventies nosh the 
new rock’n’roll 

C ocktailed prawns arc making a 
comeback. According to EutSintp . 
the latest magazine from the Lauda! 
stable. Seventies food is in. The New 
Lads to which the magazine is 
appealing can drool over *top chefs 
coquing the vin. oranging the duck and 
trifling the sherry. Well it's a start, lads. 
At least they have graduated from beef 
burgers, and take-away curries with 
six-packs. But they haven't quite grown 
up yet, ifthey are yearning for the food 
their parents prepared at dinner 
parties. What next, though, for the 
boys before the boozer? Cheese and 
wine? Fondue sets? Let’s hope they 
never have to sink so low as aspattcring 
of pest o. 
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What the Lib 
Dems need 
from Labour 

Sir John Kentoul (“Blair to come 
out for voting reform’’, 1 1 
November) should not get too 
excited. The sort of practical co- 
operation he describes between 
Liberal Democrats and Labour is a 
sensible means to the efficient 
conduct of business and happens 
between more parties and at more . 
times than the public is ever likely 
to be told about 

At present the muffled drumbeat 
of Labour retreats on such issues as 
devolution, a Bin of Rights, 
minmum sentences, and now the 
Social Chapter, is doing nothing to 
encourage Liberal Democrats to 
make that collaboration ary closer. 
As a parly we do not regard the 
Alternative Vote as a proportional 
system and it is unlikely that any - 
Labour commitment to it would 
change our inclinations. 

Our position remains as stated 


byPadi 

“Nothing ruled in and nothing 
ruled out.” As to how we might 
apply that position, Shirley 
Williams at Brighton said that our 
bare minimum terms for closer co- 
operation should be a fully 
proportional system of voting and a 
massive increase in funding for 
education. The electric enthusiasm 
which greeted that remark is 
something from which Tbny Blau- 
should take warning. 

Earl RUSSELL 

( Libera l Democrat Social Security 

l^ou^^Lords 
London SW1 

Sin I was interested to read John 
KentouTs story that Tbny Blah- 
attended a birthday party at my 
house in February. 

I would like to use your columns 
to reassure ray family and many 
friends, who may be offended that 
they were not invited to this event, 
that no such party took place! 

Rf Hem PADDY ASHDOWN MP 
(Yeo\nl Liberal Democrat) 

House of Commons 
London SWJ 


Pernicious attack 
on Saro-Wiwa 

Sin What Richard D North is 
saving about Ken Saro-Wrwa and 
Shell (“Can you be sure of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa?' , 1 8 November) can be 
refuted by those who know the 
facts - as your correspondents 
demonstrate (letters 11 
November). What he is doing is far 


November). What he is doing is far 
more pernicious. 

When au investigative journalist 
builds a career on the fearless 
uncovering of official secrets; when 
a research scientist blows the 
whistle on dangerous pollutants or 
unexpected threats to health; when 
a politician spends yeans in the 
wilderness nursing his reputation 
for honesty: watch them. Their 
records make us trust them. 

When the journalist exposes 
fellow campaigners as frauds; when 
the scientist endorses procedures 
o them are warning against; when 
the politician chaos a sensitive 
inquiry producing an anti- 
democratic report, our trust in 
them as individuals may lead us to 


accept their word. 

The day when the polluter starts 
paying has to come: fike death, it is 
inevitable - because death is the 
alternative. 

Richard D North and his fUc are 
being paid to postpone it. 
ROSALINDA JONES 

York 





Heseltine behind 
metric chaos 

Sin Your correspondent Chris 
Keenan (letter, 7 November) 
bemoans metric muddle at the 
supermarket 

In the mid-1960s the government 
created the Metrication Board to 
smooth the transition from 
imperial to metric measurements. 

By dint of a little nudge here and a 
little encouragement there, the 
board persuaded industry to 
change, and indeed the 
pharmaoeu deal and building 
industries (among others) did so, in 
such a manner as not to cause 
trouble to the public. 

At the beginning of the Thatcher 
years, Michael Heseltine, who 

the Nfcttxicatkmlsoanffo order to 
l save a little money. The expensive 
chaos that your correspondent 
describes is the resulL 
D AVID MARKS 

London W13 i 

Sin Chris Keenan (letter, 7 
November) has unfortunately 
mixed up metrication with unit 
pricing - an easy mistake to make. 

Metrication has required that all 


metric measures within 
supermarkets. Products sold loose, 
such as off the delicatessen 
counter, can continue to be sold in 
imperial units until 1 January 2000. 

m should have introduced unit 
pricing into die United Kingdom in 
the middle of this year, and this 
would have required products to be 
sold in standardised packs, or for 
information to be carried on shelf- 
edge labels which indicated the 
price per 100 grains or 100 
millili tres. Somerfield Stores’ shelf- 
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edge labels carry tins information. 
Unfortunately, much of industry 
was not as well organised, and as a 
result unit pricing was pushed back 
and the exact timetable is still a 
matter for debate. 

STEPHEN R RIDGE 
Quality Assurance Executive 
Somerfield Stores 
Bristol 


Best way to help 
Zaire refugees 

Sin As a medical doctor and aid 
worker who has experienced more 
than 10 wars around the world, I 
want as much as anyone to see 
relief brought to the 700,000 
refugees in Coma. Zaire. 

But the international community 
faces a dilemma. A quick fix that 
freezes the situation and recreates 
the refugee camps will just cause 
another conflict and crisis in a few 
months’ or a year's time. 

Any international intervention 
must have two objectives: the 
delivery of humanitarian 
assistance, and the safe return of 
these refugees to Rwanda. 

This will require courage from 
I the politicians, and careful 
, operational planning to encourage 
the return of the refugees- But if 
the painful fads are not faced, if 
the camps are simply recreated, 
many more people will die. 

JOHN HOWAKIH 

Medical Director 

MERLIN (Medical Emergency 
Relief International) 

London Wl 


Millennium dome 
will pollute sky 

Sir An illuminated dome is being 
planned to hold the mill e nnium 
exhibition at Greenwich, the theme 
of which is “time” (report, 1 
November). 

Greenwich has been chosen as it 
is considered the most significant 
place ro deal with this theme. 
Greenwich is also the historical I 

centre of astronomy in the UK, 
time and astronomy being 
inextricably linked. 

Astronomers are fighting a 
rearguard action to defend as much 
of the night sky from light pollution 
as possible. By the end of next 
century there may be nowhere in 
this country where one can see the 
great beauty of the sky. 

London is not rural England, but 
I have observed from Essex and 
Hertfordshire, and if claims about 
this dome are true, these 
environments will be affected. I 
would prefer the dome were not 
built, but if it is buQi I hope it will 
be lit up for the year 2000 party and 
not illuminated again until the year 
3000. 

DAVID WAKEFIELD 
Leeds, Vfest Yorkshire 


Sinn Fein’s vote 

Sin According to Jack O'Sullivan 
(“My movie, right or wrong", 7 
November), Neil Jordan claims 
that “in the 1918 general election 
Sinn Fein won 80 per cent of the 
vote"- In European Political Facts 





19JSS4 (Macmillan 1986) Chris 
Cook and John Paxton state that 
(in the undivided Ireland) Sinn 
Fein received 496,961 votes, or 47.5 
per cent of the total cast, with 
Unionists receiving 298,726 (2SL5 
per cent) and Nationalists 233,690 
(223 per cent). 

As Ireland then used the first- 
past-the-post electoral system, Sinn 
Fein did come first in 73 of the 105 
Irish constituencies, against 26 by 
the Unionists and four by the 
Nationalists. 

But as the turn-out was only 54 
per cent, Sinn Fein actually 
received the support of 25.7 per 
cent of the electorate of Ireland, 
against 15-4 per cent for the 
Unionists and 12 per cent for the 
Nationalists. 

Jordan may be bundling S inn 
Fein and the Nationalists together 
and claiming 80 per cent support 
for Sinn Fein in what, three years 
later, was to become the Irish Free 
State. 

ROGER BROAD 
London \V2 


Bacon for birds? 

Sir. A few years ago a bird 
programme on the radio warned us 
not to put out bacon scraps for 
birds, on the grounds that the salt 
in the bacon causes kidney damage 
and eventually kills them. 

However, I have in front of me an 
RSPB booklet which lists chopped 
bacon rind as being suitable, what 
do reader experts think? 

S WHEATLEY 
Havant, Hampshire 
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E-mail correspondents an asked to gpte a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Moon beats stamp 

Sin The Treskilling Yellow stamp is 
reported to be listed in the 
Guinness Book of World Records as 
“the most valuable object of any 
type by weight, volume and 
density" (9 November). 

This may be true in the realm of 
manufactured objects. Surely the 
most valuable substance in the 
world is from out of this world - 
Moon rock. It look half a million 
scientists, technologists and 
engineers 10 years to bring pieces 
of rock from the Moon to the Earth 
at a cost of billions of dollars, 
consuming the best brains of two 
superpowers. 

PETER STOCKILL 
Middlesbrouffa Cleveland 


John Patten’s 
apygmyist 

Sir, If I were a pygmy, John Patten's 
article supporting Mr Said's “gift" 
to the University of Oxford would 
make me awfully cross (“Lucre 
made the spires what they are", 9 
November). 

Queen Victoria saw fit to 
graciously receive pygmies at her 
court- Yet Mr Patten now uses the 
word “pygmy" as a term of a buse 
for his former coOeagues, friends 
and constituents within the 
university. Should this not be 
looked into by the Race 
Discrimination people? 

According to the Oxford 
Dictionary, a pygmy is a member of 
a dwarf race existing in Central 
Equatorial Africa, and is also 
applied to chimpanzees and other 
anthropomorphical apes. 
ANTHONY O’CONNOR. 

Fmstock, Oxfordshire 


Treat rape trial 
women as adults 

Sin Proposals by Victim Support 
(“Charity calls for end to rape 
victims* ordeal". 11 November) to 
“protect" women from the ordeal 
of a rape trial are alarming. 

Children giving evidence in 
sexual abuse cases need to be 
shielded from the court process, as 
they are vulnerable members or 
society who may be intimidated or 
emotionally damaged if they are 
subjected to forceful cross- 
examination or are face to face with 
their alleged abuser. The same 
argument is now being put forward 
for women. 

The idea that adult women need 
“protection" is tantamount to 
suggesting that we are on a par with 
children. Quite apart from being 
highly insulting, this argument 
undermines the ability of women to 
be taken seriously or treated as 
equals in all other spheres of life. 

I agree that the court experience 
can be stressful and unpleasant. 
However, this is inevitable to 
ensure that the defendant can test 
the evidence against him. The 
accused is rightly presumed 
innocent until proved guilty. 

Nowadays the clamour to uphold 
“Victims' Rights” is leading to the 
erosion of true democratic rights. 
Whilst one can sympathise greatly 
with the plight of women giving 
evidence at trial we should not let 
this give rise to the degradation of 
the adversarial system or allow the 
prosecution to abrogate its onerous 
responsibility to prove its case. 

Women are adults and need to 
be treated as such. They are fully 
capable of withstanding and 
overcoming trauma. 

JU14ET CRJTCHLEY 
(Solicitor) 

Freedom and Law 
London Wl 

Sir "A growing scandal of 
institutionalised sexual abuse (at a 
US Army training base] is raising 
basic questions about the place of 
women in the armed forces." 

(report, 11 November, my italics). 

This is the classic response of a nvu> 
who has just beaten his wife - “Now 
look what you’ve made me do!" 
GI1XJEFFORD 

Hrglt Wycombe, Buckinghamshire 


| Spitfires at 16 

Sir Clare Gamer writes on young 
boys who volunteered under age 
for service during the 1914-1S war 
(report, II November). This also 
happened during the 1939-45 war. 

I served as a fighter pilot flying 
Spitfires during 1944-45. We had 
several pilots who were only IS or 
19, and, taking into account the 
time it took to train a pilot, they 
must have enlisted when they were 
1 7. or 16 in some cases. 

On VE Day wc had one who was 
a flight commander at 1 9. He was 
one of the “old hands" of the 
squadron, having been on “Ops" 
for about 15 months and been 
decorated. The Guinness Book of 
Records reveals an RAF pilot flying 
Spitfires on "Ops" at the age of 16. 
1 am sure there were many more 
MGRUGEON 
Reading, Berkshire 


Quiet irony 

Sin At exactly the time when much 
of the nation fell silent for two 
minutes on 1 1 November, the lead 
item on the 1 lam news on BBC 
Radio 4 reported British success in 
gaining a huge contract for Hawk 
jets, including more to Indonesia. 
LYNN TEN KATE 
Crookham Ullage, Hampshire 
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Thorpe’s friends 


and a murder 


conspiracy 


Jeremy Thorpe’s trial in 1979 shocked the 
nation. Jason Thompson evaluates the man 
and his life in the light of new evidence 


n a rainy night in 
75. twc 


0 October 1975, two 
men drove along a 
lonely coastal road 
in Exmoor. Inside 
foeiryeUow Mazda was a Great 
Dane called Rinka. The car 
stopped. Both men got out and 
Rinka jumped around in antic- 
ipation of her walk. One of the 
men pulled out a Mauser pis- 
tol and shot the Great Dane 
dead. “You can't involve 
Rinka!", her owner shouted. 
“You can't involve the dog”. As 
the owner tried to give his 
beloved pet the kiss of life, the 
gunman levelled bis weapon 
and pulled the trigger. The gun 
jammed. He kept trying, but the 
gun would not hire, so he 
jumped into the car and sped 
away from the scene. 

One night 21 years later, 
film director Roy Ackerman 
was woken at his home fay a 
bang on the door. It was 
Andrew Newton, the man who 
shot Rinka, arriving unan- 
nounced in response to months 
of phone calls and meetings 
with enigmatic go-betweens. 
After throe hours of conversa- 
tion, Newton agreed to tell his 


story of being by hired to kill 
Rinka's 


i’s owner Norman Scott - 
Jeremy Thorpe's former lover. 

The bizarre and astonishing 
series of events that led to the 
downfall of the dazzling Liberal 
leader Jeremy Thorpe have 
never been fully erolained. In 
1979, Thorpe and his co-defen- 
dants went on trial at die Old 
Bailey for conspiring to murder 
Norman Scott. They were 
found not guilty. But in a Chan- 
nel 4 Secret Lhes documentary, 
broadcast next week, new evi- 


dence from surviving witnesses 
suggests that a conspiracy did 
exist - and that it involved 
dose friends and colleagues of 
the- Libera] leader. 

Jeremy Thorpe was a man of 
fascinating contradictions, bal- 
ancing social ambitions with 
radical idealism. Hie was the son 
of a Tory MP, but it was the 
minority Liberal party that fired 

A pa^OTatiea^oca^c^humm 

rights causes such as apartheid 
and immigration, he mixed in 
aristocratic circles and his sec- 
ond marriage, in 1973, was to 
Lhe Queen's cousin, Marion 
Harewood. In the era of Carn- 
aby Street, Thorpe wore a three- 
piece suit, watch chain and 
trilby. Yet it was this Edwardian 
dandy who was to modernise the 
party, targeting marginal seats 
and exploiting new technology. 
He used helicopters and hover- 
crafts to conquer the remote 
constituency of North Devon, 
becoming an MP in 1959. 

But away from the political 
stage, Thorpe was also a man 
with homosexual tendencies at a 
time when homosexual prac- 
tices were still illegal. Political 
culture in the early 1960s was 
dominated by the Profumo 
affair, and fears that the British 
state could be jeopardised by its 
ministers’ sexual indiscretions. 
Thorpe’s encounter in 1961 with 
a stable groom, Norman Scott, 
was to determine the rest of his 
life, feeling protective of the 
handsome young man, he sug- 
gested that Scott contact him 
should he need help. Scott vis- 
ited Thorpe at Westminster and 
maintains that a sexual rela- 
tionship began that night. 


Thorpe denies the affair took 
place, but his tetters testify to 
intimacy. One refers to Scott 
affectionately as “Bunnies”, and 
concludes: “I miss you". 

Thorpe had chosen a dan- 
gerous lover Scott had a history 
of mental illness. After the 
affair cooled, an outburst in 
public that he wanted to kill 
Thorpe brought him to the 
attention of the Chelsea police. 
Scott gave a statement alleging 
an affair. In a 1979 LWT film, 
Inspector Robert Huntley 
explains that the inquiry was a 
abandoned because the police 
suspected that Thorpe would 
simply issue a denial 

Scott was determined to be 
heard - by anyone who would 
listen. He pestered Thorpe to 
return his national insurance 
card, without winch he could 
not get a job. He even sent his 
story to Thorpe’s mother. 

Thorpe turned for help in 
containing this persistent threat 
to dose friend Peter BesselL 
Thorpe, whose wit and charm 
inspired ferocious loyalty, had, 
according to Bessell confided 
his homosexuality to his fellow 
West Country Liberal MP. 
Bessell was excited by the 
drama of his glamorous col- 
league’s emerging crisis. At 
Thorpe’s bidding, he kept Scott 
at bay in a cover-up that lasted 
10 years. Bessell tried to find 
Scott a job abroad. He met the 
Social Services minister to 
resolve Scott’s national insur- 
ance problems, and went to see 
the Home Secretary to reassure 
Thorpe that the police were no 
longer investigating him. He 
sent Scott money, describing 
the pay-offs as “retainers”. 
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:’s star was 


Meanwhile Thorpe’s 
rising. In 1967, stiu only 38, he 


became 


leader and was 


party 

made a Privy Counsellor by ms 
friend Harold Wilson. An inter- 
nal Liberal party inquiry in 1971 
concerning Scott’s allegations 
came to nothing and at the Gen- 
eral Election in February 1974 
the Liberals won six million Lib- 
eral votes - foe party’s highest 
share for half a century. Edward 
Heafo invited Thorpe toXXwra- 
ing St A coalition government 
would have won Thorpe a cabi- 
net post But party members 
were appalled by the idea of sup- 
porting the Conservatives, and 
without party backing a coalition 
was impossible. Still Thorpe 
bad taken his patty to the peak 
of its post-war fortunes. 

It was also in 1974, however, 
that Thorpe’s private life caught 
up with bin. In January, Bessell 
fled the country in financial 
ruin. Needing a new minder, 
Thorpe turned to anofoerdose 
friend, Liberal deputy treasurer 
David Holmes. Holmes died in 
1990, but is heard in the film 
describing Thorpe's obsession 
with foe ever-loquacious Scott: 
“It gave Jeremy foe sense of 
permanent persecution - that T 
wiH never be safe while that 


man is around' 1 Holmes paid 
Scott £2^00 fora cache of what 
he believed to be incriminating 
letters, which he burned in a 
friend's Aga. Bat the measure 
was not enough to sOeime Scott 
Drastic action was needed. 
Holmes says that a plot was then 
hatched to frighten Scott into 
silence, and that Thorpe knew 
about it Hohnes contacted a 
business associate, John Le 
Mesurier, who recalls a 
conversation with Holmes: 
"David felt that this man Scott 
... is just a lunatic and to get rid 
of him ... would be like getting 
rid of a mad dog.” Le Mesurier 
was appalled by foe suggestion, 
made by Thorpe’s barrister at 
the trial that Thorpe’s co-defen- 
dants might have acted inde- 
pendently of him: “Scott wasn’t 
annoying me ... and be wasn’t 
annoying David The only per- 
son he was causing great distress 
to, directly, was Jeremy Thorpe:" 

Through an intermediary, 
Holmes and Le Mesurier hired 
Andrew Newton, a domestic 
airline pilot with a reputation as 
a maverick. Newton says on 
camera that Holmes hired him 
to kfll Scon. In a taped telephone 
conversation. Holmes accepts 
Newton's fear foal they might be 


faced by a charge of- 'consparaqfr 
to bloody ... murder”. 

It was nor foe shooting that 
ended Thorpe’s career, how- 

tL'riieorigmal-enfiiB^^tw-- 
cent --source was philanthropist 
Sir Jack Howard, now owner at 
Wolverhampton Wanderers. 
Hayward donated hundreds of 
thousands of pounds to the lib- 
eral party. A year before the 
shooting, Thorpe asked Hay- 
ward to settle election expenses 
through a special route, in foe 
form of two cheques to the 
unwitting, Jersey-based busi- 
nessman Nadir Dinshaw. 
Thorpe used one of these sums 
to buy Scott's letters. It was this 
misuse of party funds that 
caused David Steel to demand 

Thorpe’s resignation. 

Newton’s trial in March 1976 
for foe shooting allowed foe 
press to report Scott’s allega- 
tions. In May, Thorpe resigned 
foe leadership. When, in Octo- 
ber 1977, Newton sold his store 
of having been hired to kill 
Scott, foe Director of Public 
Prosecutions, Sir Thomas 
Hetherington, ordered foe 
police to reopen their investiga- 
tion. On August 2, 1978, Thorpe 
was arrested and charged. 


i.'i.TbOKpOi had always relied 
. .upon his friends. Now he called 
; Nadir DatShaw and told foe 
Asian-born British citizen that 
unles&.he' lied to the police 
about foe money arrangements, 
he' might be asked to “move 
on". Dinshaw understood this 
to mean that be would be 
deported. He was innocent of 
any Impropriety and refused to 
lie, but was breath taken: “I felt 
intensely sad Basically it was a 
revelation to me that he had 
something to hide." Having 
alienated bis friend Bessell, 
Thorpe also tried unsuccessfully 
to prevent his return to Britain 
as the main prosecution witness. 

At the trial which began on 
8 May 1979, Bessell told foe 
court that as early as 1968 
Thorpe had talked about 
having Scott killed. The idea 
had come to nothing, but seven 
years later Bessell spoke to 
Holmes when the idea of mur- 
der resurfaced. Holmes con- 
fessed that he had hired New- 
ton to kill Scott. Bessel l's 
credibility was undermined, 
because he had signed a news- 
paper contract which doubled 
payment in the event of a pros- 
ecution: foe defence tore him 
apart. But a member of the 


defence team now thinks this 
was unfair. . Gereth Williams 
QC now comments that he 
found Bessell’s evidence **curi- 

3 ' impressive", that it was 
reted by the newspaper 
contract and that Bcsself “had 
genuinely come there to do his 
best to tell the truth." 

Newton and Scott, foe other 
two prosecution witnesses, were 
also heavily undermined. The 
judge dismissed Newton as a 
“chump". But new admissions 
suggest that .Newton, knew 
exactly what he was doing in his 
testimony, that his evidence 
would help the defence. Le 
Mesurier now says that Newton 
promised to "sort things out" in 
his Old BaOey testimony. 
Newton dufy reduced the court- 
room to laughter with a series 
of ludicrous responses under 
cross-examination, claiming 
CIA involvement in the affair 
and huxling his papers in die air. 

Although Thorpe was acquit- 
ted, foe trial ruined him and he 
never- regained a position in 
public life. Hispofitical exile has 
been further tormented, by 
Parkinson's disease, diagnosed 
shortly after- the trial when 
Thorpe was in his mid-5Qs. His 
booming voice and theatrical 
demeanour have shrunk away. 
He lives in London and Devon 
with his wife Marion. He was 
invited to participate in foe film, 
but declined due to ill health. 

What lessons can be drawn 
from this strange tale? Scott 
pursued his vendetta with such 
bitterness that it is at least par- 
tially comprehensible that 
Thorpe’s friends might have 
wished to obtain his silence. It 
seems most unlikely that a 
homosexual party leader, even 
of foe Liberal party, couldhave 
come out 20 years ago and sur- 
vived. But it was not society that 
destroyed Thorpe - on foe con- 
trary, conservative social atti- 
tudes and the court's regard for 
Thorpe's social and political 
position did much to save him. 
Thorpe was destroyed by his 
own vanity. He was reckless. He 
relied heavily on his friends, but 
did not then .honour them. 

Yet he emerges as a charm- 
ing and magnetic figure, Thorpe 
was brilliantly witty, often 
thoughtful and kind, and was 
foat rare politician who made 
politics exciting. In its fallen 
humanity, his story resonates 
with pathos on a classical scale. 


The writer is assistant producer 
of * Secret Lives : Jeremy Thorpe \ 
To be broadcast at 9pm, Mon- 
day. IS November, Channel 4. 


Opera Week - and a bit of jazz on the side 



about him. Not eight major 
errors in foe programme. 
Eight major errors in one 133- 
which 


Miles 

Kington 


T his week, on Radio 3, 
has been Jazz Week. 
Hooray, I hear you all 
cry. Lots and lots of jolly jazz 
on Radio 3! Hours and 
hours of super syncopation. 
At last a sign that Nicholas 
Kenyon, the stem head of 
dear old Radio 3, has unbent 
to dear old jazz. 

A sign, even, that he has 
learnt something about jazz, 
which did not seem to be the 
case last May. This was foe 
time when I drew attention 
to a 15-minute programme 
on Radio 3 about JeOy Roll 
Morton which managed to 
make eight major errors 


included the presenter 
announcing one record and 
playing another, without 
anyone noticing that this had 
happened. 

Nobody from Radio 3 
wrote to contradict me, least 
of all to say sorry, so I take it 
foat my count of eight major 
errors was correct. And if 
Nicholas Kenyon's crew can 
make so many errors about . 
one jazz musician in one 
paragraph, just imagine bow 
many major errors they can 
make in a Jazz Week! 

Imagine foe scope for 
wonderful mistakes in a 
seven-day period of jazz 
broadcasts. 

But hold oil 

Let us look more dosefy 
at tins “Jazz Week". Let us 
count up carefully the hours 
of broadcasting devoted to 
jazz on Radio 3 this week, 
the programme hours 
decorated by Radio 3 with 
the proud strapline 
JAZZ WEEK. 

Hmmm f make it a total 
of 940 minutes, which is to 
say about 16 hours. Sixteen 
hoars of jazz. Well that's not 


bad, considering that our 
usual ration consists of 
nothing but the occasional 
concert recorded fay the 
tireless Derek Drescher, 
backed up by Jazz Record 
Requests on Saturday. Oh, 
ana that programme foat 
nobody listens to because it's 
far too late, Jazz Notes, at 
0030 hours (and which can 
be rather annoying waiting 
up for because they tend to 
change the announced 
contents). 

Hold on a moment, 
though. They have marked 
laze Record Requests as part 
of JAZZ WEEK. What a 
cheek. The programme, 
would be there anyway - it is 
broadcast every week, year 
in, year out (except when, as 
recently, it is cancelled to 
make way for live Wagner). 
Nothing special about Jazz 
Record Requests. You can't 


Of that 13 hours, another 
hour and a quarter is given 
to Radio 3's daily O-level 
session. Music Machine , in 
which Wynton Marsalis is 
talking to Natalie Wheen 
about how to get started in 
jazz and how to busk on 
“Happy Birthday*’ - not 
exacify designed to attract 
the average jazz fan. 
Included in this 13-hour 
total also are a chat with 
conductor Andrew Litton on 
what jazz records he likes 
(big deal) and a 45-minin:e 
programme called Voices 
which is a rag-bag of records 
by jazz singers. Well 1 am 
not going to haggle, but if 
you count foe genuine 
concert jazz performances 


goidgout this' week which 


call it part of JAZZ WEEK 
id the 


And they have earmarked 
las Notes as part of JAZZ 
WEEK. Oh, come on, 
fellowsl Jazz Notes goes out 
the whole time, even if all 
the listeners are asleep. 
■Subtract Jazz Notes and Jazz 
Record Requests from the 
total and we get a less 

13 boors or so. 


impressive 


would not otherwise go out 
were it not for Jazz Week, I 
make it between eight and 
nine hours of solid music. 
All foe rest is somewhat 
pointless chat, repeats or 
programmes that would go 
out anywty. Make it 10 
hours, to be generous. 

During the same period 
no fewer than 14 hours of 
opera are broadcast. I know, 
because I have just gone 
through the Radio Times. 
tediously adding it up. 


lb put it another way, 
during the "special" Jazz 
Week, more opera than jazz 
is being put out on Radio 3. 
This is partly because this 
week’s composers, Cherubini 
and Spontini, are opera 
composers, which does 
bump up foe total, but 
mostly because every week 
on Radio 3 is Opera Week. 
You have to designate a 
week Jazz Week to get eight 
or nine hours of music (just 
over an hour a day!) but with 
no effort at all, you can get 
14 hours of opera. 

ft** not a proper Jazz 
Week, even when you print 
JAZZ WEEK in capitals, 
and flexible slots like Music 
Machine and In Tune are lent 
to jazz for one week only in 
order to make the figures 
look better. 

ft still doesn't add up to a 
jaa week, Mr Kenyon. 

You don't fool me, sir, • 
even if you fool yourself. 

And I won’t feel much 
different until you have a 
real Jazz Week or. even 
better, give instructions for 
Jazz Notes to be broadcast at 
a time when people are 
awake. Or, better still until 
you cancel some Whgncr to 
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the commentators 




trickling away 


S ometimes democracy 

seems perilously ftagfle. It 
may not be overthrown by 
coups or dictators, but it may 
seep away from us. power 
leached away towards the great 
multinational corporations. 

Yesterday the European Par- 
liament debated a lengthy 
series of proposed amend- 
ments to an existing directive 
called Tetadsion Without Fron- 
tiers. The amendments sought 
to regulate the mushrooming 
unregulated world of cross- 
border television to ensure 
higher standards and free 
access to alL 

The most important issue 
was to guarantee that all broad- 
casters carry a quota of Euro- 
pean programming, ensuring a 
measure of European cultural 
independence and giving a 
huge boost to the European 
film and television industry. 

The current directive says that 
SI per cent of all screen time 
should be given to programmes 
made in Europe. But Britain 
mauaged to get added the 
weasel words “where practic- 
able”, which means that each 
country can decide who should 
and who should not obey it 
The amendment proposed 
making it compulsory for alL 
Yesterday that amendment, 
along with others designed to 
raise standards, felL 
The French government 
imposes the quota on all its 
broadcasters, including G-anal 
Plus, while the British Gov- 
ernment uses the “where prac- 
ticable" get-out to exempt all satellite and cable 
broadcasters. 

The quota amendment was supported by 
Labour but vigorously opposed by the Gov- 
ernment, which mounted a ferocious lobbying 



BdUy 

Toynbee 


controls were Labour MEft 
Carol Tbngue and the distin- 
guished ex-broadcaster Philip 
Whitehead. Deeply depressed 
by the vote, he said: “What 1 
have seen today is the colossal 
resources of the multinationals 
pined against Members of 
. Parliament and all the Euro- 
pean consumer and artistic 
interests who operate on a wing 
and a prayer.” ; 

;^The spectacle in the Euro- 
pean Parliament in the last 
couple of days has been extra- 
ordmaxy. All the world com- 
munications giants, all those 
with their snouts in the great 


The 

European 
Parliament 
is failing to 
protect 
democracy 
against 
powerful 
and greedy 
media 
moguls 


quotas restrict the development of new 
casters, viewer choice and the essential pro- 
gramming freedom of broadcasters.’' 

Why are they so adamant? Because the 
British broadcaster it would affect most dras- 
tically would be Rupert Murdoch’s BSkyB. K 
it bad passed he could still have put out Ms 
soap channel, for instance, which is 100 per 
cent American programming, but he would 
have been obliged to spend 25 per cent of his 
overall non-sport and news programme bud- 
get on European-made programmes. It would 
have bad no effect on BBC, ITV or Channel 
4 as they all obey our national rules for ter- 
restrial television and all greatly exceed the 
uota that was being proposed for Europe. 
>ne rule for terrestrial broadcasters, almost 
none for Murdoch, seems to be our policy. 

Jack Lang, the French MEP, complained bit- 
terly: “Once again the European Parliament 
had the chance to justify its existence. But it. 
bowed down before conservative forces. The 
majority of European leaders have agreed to 
deliver to future generations a television bom- 
bardment of US series. 1 trust they will not 
come back and cry crocodile tears about the 
lost European soul." 

Two of the strongest campaigners for stricter 


were there, leaning, lobbying, 
paying, threatening. Some, like 
Italy’s Berlusconi, actually have 
then own staff as MEFs. Those 
with media empires used their 
newspaper ckrut to intimidate 
politicians. 

There was the foil might of 
the American administration, 
promoting the interests of its 
movie and television industry. 
Bertelsmann, Kirch, Murdoch, 
Turner, Reuters, British Tfele- 
com,: Sony, Microsoft, 
Deutsche TV - the list is end- 
less. All the big global players 
had their, lobbyists there. They 
were ensuring that the soon-to- 
axrive “video-on-demand” ser- 
vices would not be counted as 
broadcasters at aQ, and thus 
would escape the same regula- 
tion as other broadcasteis. And, 
not surprisingly, it worked. 
Although the majority of MEPs 
resisted their blandishments, 
not enough turned op to reach the required 
large majority, and so the “free market" won. 

But what is a cultural free market? When 
buying second-band American television pro- 
grammes costs 10 per cent of the price of new, 
European-ormnated material, where is the 
level playing field? In 1994 European broad- 
casters had a deficit of $4bn in imports of 
American programmes. By this year it has gal- 
loped ahead to $63bn on the balance of trade. 
Cultural and co mm erci a l interests go hand in 
hand - an estimated three-quarters of a mil- 
lion European jobs axe lost in that cultural 
deficit to America. In two years the Americans 
have increased their penetration of the Euro- 
pean broadcasting market by 145 per cent. 
What is the' point of a common market if it 
does not include those things most important 
to our cultural and trading interests? 

Other important amendments failed - but 
one did succeed, preventing sports events such 
as the Wodd Cup from falling into the exclus- 
ive hands of pay-per-view monopolists. Well, 
at least they didn’t dare let the free market 
interfere with football 
AH this raises a bigger and more alarming 
issue. It shows how, hidden away in Europe, 
crudaUy important issues are fixed by the sheer 
mega-power of conglomerates, against con- 
sumer interests. Next week the Government 
will publish its long-delayed regulations on the 
future of digital b^dedsting, which will show 
whether they are prepared to sell the digital 
future to Murdoch. The auguries are not good. 


A little hypocrisy 

is good for us all 


N ot everything syn- 
thetic is bad. Polit- 
ical outrage over 
the David Willetts 
affair - ' the 
attempted subversion by gov- 
ernment whips of a committee 
charged with overseeing MPs’ 
behaviour- is largely synthetic. 
The Commons is being under- 
mined all the time, and all MPs 
know it It is less effectively self- 
regtdating than the average 
schoolboys’ gang. But thank 
God for the outrage anyway. 

Questions are fired on a daily 
basis. Independent spirits are 
nobbled or bought off. We know 
about cash for questions - the 
subversion of representative 
democracy from outside. But 
what about its internal variants, 
such as knighthoods for silence? 
Committee places in return for 
dully loyal BBC radio inter- 
views? GrPariianKntaiyUiKte- 
Secretaryships for helpful tip- 
offs? It goes (ml It a 
committed to pap 
but accomplished 
hidden conversations and reas- 
suring elbow-squeezes in die. 
Members' Lobby. There is a 
case for saying that this staining 
of parliamentary p urity has to 


by Andrew Marr 


governmental baubles 
and cod-medieval vanities are 
the equivalent in the 1990s to 
the hollow but remunerative 
Crown offices given to “place- 
men" in the 1790s. A truly inde- 
pendent and unruled legisla- 
ture would, so argument 
goes, make it so difficult for the 
ruling party to be sure of getting 
its business done that the laws 
promised dozing elections 
would not be enacted. 

Without sticks and carrots, 
there would be no effective 
whipping. Without whipping, 
there would be no stable par- 
liamentary parties. Without par- 
ties, representative democracy 
would be impossible. 

Then What? Ministers, inse- 
cure in their jobs, would have to 
spend so much time cajoling 
other MPs that their Whitehall 
offices would be run without 
them. 

If you accept that argument 
then you have to concede that 
Mr Willetts and Andrew 
Mitchell were not subverting the 
real constitution, based on mm- 
isterial power, but were in fact 
acting as its true guardians. 

Let us push this to its logical 
conclusion. Without their kind 
- the Dyno-rod operatives of 
British politics - Westminster 
would seize up. Just as diplo- 
mats are sent abroad to lie for 
their country, whips are obliged 
to do the same thing by the 
banks of the Thames - dirty 
work, Carru there, but someone 



The David Willetts affair showed 
how far the Government will go 
to get its way in the House. And 
democracy is the richer for it 



has to do it This would happen 
under Labour too. 

Why then all the foss? Is it 
merely that Quentin Davies, 
the Tbiy backbencher who gave 
Willetts such a tough time, is a 
disappointed man - and that 
Dale Campbe 11-Savours, the 
leading Labour inquisitor, is a 
natural boro troublemaker? 

Davies is certainty a staunch 
pro-European, who badly 
wanted to be a minister but 
didn’t win the kind of promotion 
Willetts did; he was the only 
Hxy MP to vote against the gov- 
ernment line ou the Scott 
Report debate; and he is now 


the mere fact that Davies is on 
the standards and privileges 
committee refutes any notion of 
an all-powetful whips’ office. 

Well, there are no pure 
motives in politics. But if you are 
tempted by the argument as 
laid out so far, tty to imagine it 
being defended in public by any 
Conservative MP - not in gen- 
eral terms, which is hard 
enough, but in the specifics of 
the cash-for-qu estions affair. 

It would have to run some- 
thing like this: 

“One of my colleagues, Neil 
Hamilton, took money from a 
b usinessman to ask questions in 
PtariiamenL This was a bad busi- 
ness, though hardly unique. A 


newspaper got hold of the story, 
because the business feller 
sneaked. It was going to be very 
embarrassing for the PM. So the 
Government decided to hide h 
from you by privately fixing a 
committee. 

“That committee pretends to 
be staunchly independent- just 
as I do - but realty, of course, 
most of us are trying to make 
our way in the world. So the 
chats between the whips and 
some of its members went on. 
Then, dammit, these also 
became public because Willetts 
wrote a note, which was passed 
to The Guardian ahead of court 
proceedings. So then another 
committee had to sit, and pre- 


tend to be cross. Naughty Wil- 
letts! In fact, of course, vie are 
all on his side. This ‘sovereignly 
of Parliament’ business is a bit 
of sham. We bang on about it 
when we are having a go about 
Europe Bui none of us takes it 
seriously." 

Such appalling frankness is 
impossible to imagine. The most 
cynical MP could nut openly 
admit that keeping in with the 
Government and its whips mat- 
ters more Lhan defending Par- 
liament’s independence. There 
isstOJ some residual belie! in the 
honour of the House - a cor- 
porate sense of shame. While 
that is true, there is hope. 

So what now? There is no 
point in issuing journalistic 
edicts against sin and in favour 
of political chastity. Whatever 
the rulebook says, there will be 
party whipping; and where there 
is whipping, there will be 
unsavoury conversations, deals 
and private offers. Always. Put 
a microphone above the urinals 
and a journalist in cvciy broom- 
cupboard —and you still would 
not stamp it out. 

That’s politics. But having 
politics, however grimy round 
the edges, is vastly better lhan 
not having politics. It is impor- 
tant not to let the perfect be the 
enemy of the tolerable. The 
Commons can still hold the line 
against excessive government 
intrusion by pouncing and 
expressing anger whenever a 
minister is caught out. and 
demanding sanctions, including 
suspension. (This would wipe 
out the current Government's 
majority, but that is not as great 
an issue as it might seem: the 
Ulster Unionists will support 
them for the time being.) 

It could go further than it has 
in the past. If MPs are realty 
worried about their sliding pub- 
lic image, then they need to 
restokc their indignation about 
being put upon and lied to by 
Power’s smooth servants. Where 
a Quentin Davies and a Dale 
Campbell-Savours have led. 
many more can follow, and they 
would be doing fturliamem itself 
a service. Now, you may say. this 
proposed angry reassertion of its 
formal rules would be more 
than synthetic -it would be hyp- 
ocritical. So am I advocating 
hypocrisy? 

Yes, indeed. Without a tittle 
of the grease of hypocrisy, no 
system of representative democ- 
racy can function. This week's 
events add up to an exercise in 
necessary hypocrisy. It helps to 
police the narrow line between 
the Government fighting in the 
Commons to get its way and the 
Government treating the Com- 
mons with contempt. It is, in 
short, an excellent snow-uiaL 


New Labour, new lads 

Read his lips. Women have little place in Tony Blair’s language 


L ast week I said that Ibny Blair 
had women problems that 
needed more than a quick 
makeover to be resolved. He and his 
team need to listen to women as well 
as talk at them. They also need to lis- 
ten to themselves. Actions may speak 
louder than words bat words are all 
a politician like Blair has until be gets 
into power, so he should choose 
them carefully. 

• ’ Clearly all politicians think about 
women if they are addressing what are 
:i; obviously “women’s events”, but 
* when called upon to speak to the pub- 

lic at large, do they bother to think 
about the language and imagery that 
they use? Who have they m mind 
* when they are penning their 
speeches? How conscious are they of 
the need to address all of the pecu- 
lation? Do they ever wonder why so 
many women feel that politics isn’t 
“about them”, that its an irrelevance 
foil of macho game-playing? 

For those unaware of this bias, She- 
lagh Diplock of the Fawcett Society 
lias done something very simple and 
very effective. She has analysed the 
three keynote speeches from this 
year’s party conferences for their 
gender balance. These speeches are 
written under great pressure, but 
they are approved by aides and lead- 
era before being presented. 

We know that Paddy Ashdown was 
lobbied at the Liberal Democrats con- 
ference in an effort to persuade him 
to address women’s concerns in his 
speech. The result of Djplock*s analy- 
sis does not bode well for Blair and 
ail those apologists who tell- us that 
new Labour is doing enough to 
impress female voters. 

The Fawcett Sodetyhas been cam- 
paigning for equality between women 
and men since 1866. Its report looks 
at the use of . specifically gendered 
words such as father* hero, service- 
man, businessman, mother, suf- 
fragette, widow, roortswomen. It also 
analyses the number of references to 
named male and female individuals. 



• Surname 
Moore 

Paddy Ashdown used 30 words that 
referred specifically to men and 32 to 
women. He named 11 men, from 
Adolf Hitler , to Brian Mawhinney, 
and five women. John Major used 52 
words that referred to men and 22 to 
women. He named 14 men and three 
women. Ibny Blair comes off worst 
He used 74 words that refer specifi- 
cally to men and onty eight that refer 
to women. He named 22 men — John 
Smith, Nefl Kinnock, John Prescott 
Gordon Brown,"David Bhmkett, Jack 
Straw, Chris Smith, Robin Cook, 
John Major, Michael Heseltine, 
Joseph Stalin, Kim B Sung, Neil 
Hamilton, Ken Clarke, Matthew 
Harding, Dennis Stevenson, Bob 
H ugh es, Nelson Mandela, dement 
Attlee, Alan Howarth, William 
WUberforce and Adolf Hitler. He 
chose to name just three women - 
Aung San Suu Kyi, Joan Lestor and 
Glenys Kinnodc. 

Blair started his speech with ref- 
erences to the millennium, to new 
technology and the “marvels of sci- 
ence" ouflming a new “age of achieve- 
ment” for all Yet the anecdotes and 
references were largely about men - 
the man cleaning his Sierra, the a sp- 
ration of miners and their sons/a JCB 
excavator ptynt with a male boss and 
an engineering firm. 

In me final images of his speech he 


attempted to link new Labour with 
the broad sweep of human history. He 
mentioned the Old Testament 
prophets, WiTberforce, the trade 
union movement. Jack Jones fighting 
in the Spanish Civil Whr, the defeat 
of Hitler and the post-war bidding of 
the welfare state. 

No women were mentioned - are 
there do women worth mentioning? 
- and he emphasised the outstanding 
British quality of “courage’’ and 
“physical bravery”. He ends with a 
modified chant from the terraces - 
“Labour’s coming home" to encour- 
age us to identify with his project 

It is not the case, of course, that 
women cannot like football or indeed 
cannot be moved by a narrative of 
heroic struggle. Bat the huge problem 
of our distrust of potititians is 
reflected in the large numbers of men 
and women who won’t even bother to 
vote. If we do not see our own lives 
reflected in the words of politicians, 
every pronouncement becomes 
increasingly meaningless. If they can’t 
talk the talk, how can we be expected 
to believe tha t they will walk the walk. 

It is a poor state of affairs when 
Blair appears to be more gender-blind 
in this respect than Major or Ash- 
down, who was making a deliberate 
effort to s»ak to women despite play- 
ing up his soldier image. 

Blair's gender-blindness may be the 
result of immense strain but it is at 
times of stress that unconscious - 
assumptions come to the surface. 
The assumption thnt male members 
of the shadow cabinet are more 
important than female, that everyone 
shared in Euro 96 fever, that he does 
not have to come up with examples 
and anecdotes that illustrate female 
as well as male experience, means that 
he is walking straight into a blind spot 
that is proving as slippery as it is dan- 
gerous. If we are to be included 
rather than excluded then, instead of 
watching so much football, he and his 

“team-mates’* might start watching 

then: language. 


How does your 
garden vac? 


M argaret has a secret but it’s 
the kind that everyone 
already seems to know. Tm 
the phantom lawn mower," she says 
proudly. This means that, when her 
neighbour is away, she runs over and 
mows his scruffy lawn. “He should be 
grate fuL It was about knee hi g h , you 
know," said another neighbour with 
hearty approvaL 

“Isn’t that illegal?" My question is 
ignored as the discussion returns to 
the irritation - nay, the agony! - at 
having to look at a neighbour’s long 
grass. Love thy neighbour but not his 
lawn is their view: a Good Samaritan 
is not afraid to mow. 

Margaret is 
American but she 
could be British. The 
whispers here also 
reveal similar secret 
mowing missions. 

You can see their 
point of view. Their 
gardens are perfect 
Marigolds march in 
military lines. Roses 
fear to drop a petal 
The grass looks like 
pbotosynthesised 
velvet (it’s amazing 
what you can do with 
electric nail scissors these days). The 
edges are so abrupt that insects and 
errant burrowers will need motorcy- 
cle stunt bikes to cross. 

Such perfectionists are aghast at the 
idea of a neighbour who claims to be 
creating an environment for nestling 
hedgehogs or a nettlepatch for days 
of wine and butterflies. Fortunately 
for all, this spiral of obsession is 
interrupted by autumn, which is egal- 
itarian, enough to mess up to every- 
one’s garden. 

But now Mother Nature has met 
her match. No, it’s not God who has 
intervened. It's garden vac - the 
“labour-saving" device that blows, 
sacks and mulches its way through 
autumn with such drama that a TV 
mini-series cannot be far behind. 


A new ‘labour- 
saving’ device has 
emerged to blow, 
slurp and mulch 
its way through 
our backyards 
and our lives 


“We effectively invented a new 
garden care market with the garden 
vac," says Ftymo’s marketing man- 
ager, Andrew Mackay. Before Ftymo 
launched its first garden vac in 1993 
only 5,000 were sold in Britain. “Now 
it's in excess of 100,000 per year and 
that's worth f 10m to £12m. This is our 
peak season - some 60 per cent are 
sold in October and November. 

Down at the DIY shop many of 
these things are labelled in a way that 
might attract Arnold Sdiwarzenegger 
on a dangerous day for dahlias. The 
Flymo petrol-powered Blowervac 
(£99.99) looks like a lethal weapon, 
while one Black & Decker number 
daims to blow up to 
ISOmph. There is 
much talk of “high 
impact" and “lop 
velocity". The “Leaf- 
Buster" is so impres- 
sive that it will no 
doubt need a higfi- 
protein diet and its 
very own garden 
shed. 

The claim is that 
the garden vac is the 
easiest way to tidy 
“the outside of your 
home". Call me 
paranoid but this use of words is wor- 
rying: could it signal a plot to make 
the garden an extension of our front 
rooms? Such tidyness will require 
constant strimming, vaccing and clip- 
ping. The real give-away is the use of 
the world “labour-saving". Every 
housewife (and husband) knows this 
is a ploy to get us to raise our stan- 
dards. dean more and therefore buy 
more products. Our homes are full of 
labour-saving devices and we have les 
leisure time lhan ever before. 

This is all bad news for your com- 
mon-or-garden hedgehog: there is 
no room for common nature when 
your garden is blow-dried. Margaret 
would not allow such a thing. 

Ann Treneman 


Good-bye 



Welcome to tne future: Seiko Kinetic®, the first 
quartz watch that turns your movement Into 
power. Every move you make is converted into 
electrical impulses by a tiny built-in powerhouse. 
Ecological, reliable and efficient 1 wear it one day 
to gain energy for at least two weeks. Wear it 
daily - It will run continually. Made of titanium; 
light, yet strong and kind to your skin. 20 tar 
water resistant. One-way rotating bezel and 
screw lock crown. Seiko Kinetic - it’s built to last 
Someday all watches wiO be made this way. 

SEIKO 

KINETIC 

Seiko Kinetic at htfo://www.seiko-corp.cojp 
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obituaries / gazette 


Peter Doig 


In February 1972, the Parlia- 
mentary Labour Party was im- 
mersed in issues arising from the 
miners’ strike. It was a fraught 
time. And not the least con- 
tentious issue was that of sec- 
ondary picketing, and flying 
pickets at the power stations. 
Most of the trade union move- 
ment was behind the raincre, 
and were pressurising their 
sponsored Labour MPs to sup- 
port what much of the public 
perceived as ail lands of ex- 
cesses. Not the least vocal was 
the Transport and General 
Workers Union. 

U was typical of Peter Doig 
that, reminding us that he was 
a lifelong member of the 
T&GWU and a member of the 
Labour Party since 1930. he 
should speakup on the floor of 
the House against secondary 
disputes and flying pickets. On 
14 February, during the critical 
Emergency Powers debate, 
Doig said: 

I remind the House that the Labour 
government delayed the dosing of 
mines, created special development 
areas, introduced redundancy pay- 
ments and eamings-related supple- 
ments as well as taking other steps 
with miners' interests specially in 
mind. 

But I am one of the few MPs. pos- 
sibly the only MP on the Labour side, 
who believes that the emergency reg- 
ulations are necessary. I believe that 
because when the strike s Lined the 
miners' leaders said Lhat it was their 
policy to slop ail power stations 
from operating. This bos nothing to 
do with one's views an whether pick- 
ets arc working unlawfully or not. As 
I sec it, when a union takes its mem- 
bers out on strike k is entitled to pick- 
et in order to prevent other people 
from doing strikers’ jobs. It is also en- 
titled to try to influence other unions 
to join in. It is quite entitled to try 
to convince the trade unions lhat their 
members in other industries should 

support it. 

what T do not believe is that it is 
entiUed ro picket other industries. 
Whether or not a power station is 
picketed is so me dung Tor the pow- 
er station w-orkeis to decide and not 
for people from outside the area al- 
together. The miners have no right 
at all to picket ofl-Eredpower stations 
without fust consulting the other 
union involved. And it should he for 
the other union to make the decision. 

Hardly to his surprise, Doig 
received a sternly worded letter 
from his T&GWU head office, 
pointing out that his comments 
were contrary to union policy; 
and, if he did not recant smart- 
ly, they would withdraw his 
union sponsorship - which 
would certainly have had the ef- 
fect, at that time, of terminat- 
ing abruptly Doig's time in 
Parliament. 

But no threat even to his 
livelihood (for he had oo private 
means), nor the fury of Jack 


Jones in his heyday, could daunt 
Doig once he had made up his 
mind on what he deemed to be 
right. He penned a letter to 
Transport House, making it 
abundantly clear that he was a 
Member of Parliament and he 
would say and do what he be- 
lieved to be right; and, that if 
the union wanted to withdraw 
sponsorship, so be it. 

1 vividly remember Doig's 
passing me a xerox of the let- 
ter during a session of the Scot- 
tish Grand Committee. It was 
a humdinger. I took my hat off 
to his fortitude, knowing that he 
financially depended on being 
an MP and that he had not yet 
qualified for a pariiamentaiy 
pension having been an MP for 
under 10 years. 

Doig’s increasingly left-wing 
constituency Labour Party were 
pretty vexed, and some snarled. 
They hesitated at de-selection 
attempts, since Doig had 
proved himself an immensely 
caring and effective MP for the 
people of Dundee, particular- 
ly the disadvantaged, and his re- 
moval would quite certainly 
have meant that Dundee West 
would follow Dundee East, 
held by Gordon Wilson, leader 
of the SNP. For George Thom- 
son (now Lord Thomson of 
Monifieth), from 1952 to 1972 
the previous member for 
Dundee East Doig was a “loy- 
al and courageous colleague". 

Peter Doig was bom and 
brought up one of the four sons 
of a miner in Lochgelly, Fife, 
who was determined that none 
of his hoys would follow him 
down the pit He left Blackness 
School at 14, worked in bakeries 
and then became a van driver. 

The Second World War 
changed everything. He volun- 
teered for the RAF, was put into 
Transport and found himself at 
Stavanger in 1940, then at Tron- 
heim in Norway, makin g a lucky 
last-minute escape in a tub 
from tbe rapidly advancing 
Wfehrmachl. 

The following year Doig was 
to make an even luckier escape, 
this time from the Japanese. He 
was sent as a despatch rider 
from northern Singapore to 
the Malayan coast but the unit 
to which he was to deliver mes- 
sages was cut off. They took to 
the sea in small boats - most 
were destroyed; Doig and his 
companions were set on fire, af- 
ter which they were left for 
drowned by the attacking air- 
craft. By a series of miracles, 
which Doig once described to 
me after playing chess In the 
Commons chess room, under 


the pictures of Balfour and 
Bonar Law, a quarter of a cen- 
tury later - he was a genuinely 
modest man - he was picked up 
by a cargo shipand reached the 
Indian coast Then, sleeping on 
deck, he travelled home on the 
tro ops hi p Devonia narrower es- 
caping U-boats. This experience 
was reflected in his political 
style; he always recognised that 
he was living on borrowed tune, 
which gave him a perspective 
and objectivity which is rare 
among MPs. 

Discharged in 1946, he re- 
lumed to TJX Duncan, the 
Dundee bakers soon to be swal- 
lowed up by Rank Hovis, and 
became a sales supervisor. 
Drawn into the Dundee Par- 
liament, a famous old debating 
society, he acquired a taste for 
public affairs and was elected to 
Dundee Town Council in 1953. 
Success as an effective convenor 
of the Parks Department Com- 
mittee, a reputation for severe 
probity and teetotaiism in a city 
of colourful councillors and 
the support of the Juteworkera' 
Union led to his being chosen 
as City Treasurer. 

His reputation was enhanced 
by a successful campaign 
against Lady Tweedsmuir in 
South Aberdeen in 1959 and tbe 
fact that he had forced the 
City Chamberlain against his 
will to take on the cosy oQ car- 
tels, and humiliate Shell into giv- 
ing the City of Dundee a better 
deal. 

In 1963 John Strachey sud- 
denly died. Strachey was a 
heavyweight intellectual of the 
Left and had an international 
reputation. Dundee Labour 
Party decided that they wanted 
a candidate who was the oppo- 
site of Strachey and would pay 
attention to the city. This Doig 
did. 

Doig has been lampooned for 
his constant attempts, starting 
in March 1969, to introduce pro- 
tection from dogs legislation. “I 
seek in my Bill to achieve three 
things. First, that the warning be 
given on the outside gate 'Be- 
ware of the dog 1 or a simil ar no- 
tice. Secondly, that a letter-box 
should be provided on the out- 
side gate by dog owners. Third- 
ly, to establish beyond ail doubt 
die legal right of people to use 
an approved dog repellent in 
self-defence." 

I trow that more of my West 
Lothian constituents put pen to 
paper on Doig's dog» during the 
eaify 1970s than on the fact that 
I was one of 69 Labour MPs to 
go into the same lobby as Ted 
Heath on the momentous Eu- 



Philip Graham 


Philip Graham had, as a cura- 
tor and gaHeay director, the abil- 
ity to combine a talent for 

SKIVES 

ledge of modem and 19tb- side this programme, ^ 


maswr and academic drawings 
of the male figure, mostlyof the 
19 th century, and they «««« 
weU-fflustraied book. Life C few 



century art 
This made him, like his late 
partner, Stephen Boyd, one of 
those rare creatures in the Lon- 
don ait world - someone who 
was prepared to stand up for 
what he believed to be worth- 
while anrl important, even if at 
limes this brought the pair of 
them to the edge of penury. 

Graham’s death at the age of 49 

deprives the London art world 

. » ■■ 'I ■>-! J nAn. rn.rn. 


geons curator. 

. Art was not Graham’s first ca- 
reer cbcbcc, it had always 

had an interest for him. He was 
bom in Derby, but his family 
emigrated to South Africa in 
194$. After school, GrahanTs 
fine voice and theatrical ambi- 
tions pointed hfai in the direc- 
tion of a career as an actor and 
singer, » n d he entered the dra- 
ma department, of the Univer- 
sity of Cape Tbwn. Following 
graduation, he decided that 

there were more likely to be op- 
portunities for a young actor- 
singer in England, and he 
returned to London. 

Modest pans as a singer and 
dancer came his way, but, after, 
he met his lifelong partner 
Stephen Boyd, Graham's career 
took off in a new direction, 
when they started dealing in an- 
tiques. The two men, similar in 
age, were an almost perfect cou- 
ple, Stephen small in stature, 
why, resilient and imaginative, 
Philip taller, equally slight, but 
with an astute understanding of 
the workings of the business srie 
of the art market 

Eventually they moved out erf 
London in the late 1970s, open- 
ing St Judes, a shop in Somer- 
set spedalismg in ceramics with 
theatrical connections. In a reL 


Uving on borrowed time: Peter and EmOy Doig at the Palace of Westminster 


ropean Community vote of 25 
October 1971, or on my con- 
troversial views on Lhe future 
constitutional arrangements of 
the United Kingdom affecting 
Scotland. Doig also spoke his 
mind on devolution. On 10 
January 1978, during the debate 
on the Scotland Bill, he said: 


It would then be necessary to have 
customs officers not just on tbe bor- 
der but at every airport, every. rail- 
way station and every port There 
would have to be customs officers at 
every oik of ttese places immediately 
there was any inconsiderable differ- 
ence in the rate of taxation between 
England and Scotland. 

The same sort of situation would 
arise if it were decided to change 


the rate of income tax in Scotland. 
If the rate of income tax were to be 
higher in Scotland, what would be the 
first thing to happen? Taxation is 
based on where the head office of a 
company happens to be. In such an 
event head offices in Scotland would 
immediaieJy pull out and transfer to 
somewhere in England . . . 

The same argument applies right 
through the Esi of possible taxes. 
Without a customs organisation, jr 
would be utterly impossible to have 
separate rates if this sort. If we have 
them, we shall be beading for noth- 
ing but trouble. This idea is just shea- 


the Parliamentary Labour Par- 
ty at our Wednesday morning 
meetings. But he and his sup- 
portive wife Emily will remain 
m tbe memory of his contem- 
poraries as a credit to the par- 
ty of which they were members 
for over half a century. 

ThnDabdl 


nonsense. 


Peter Doig joined the SDP in 
1981 and therefore does not 
qualify for a memorial en- 
comium from the Chairman of 


Peter Muir Dofa van driver and 
politician: bam Lochgeify, Fife 27 
September 1911; member: Dun- 
dee Town Council 1953-63, 
Treasurer 1959-63; MP {Labour) 
far Dundee West 1963-79; mar- 
rial 1938 Emify Scott (two sons); 
died Ubmtit, Fife 31 October 
1996. 


one of the strongest col 
in the country and later they ex- 
tended their interests to 18th- 
and early 19th-century pottery 
and porcelain, establish- 
ing a national reputation for 
high-quality work accurately 
attributed. 

Confident of the market, in 
the mid-1980s Boyd and Gra- 
ham opened a tiny shop and 
gallery, again named St Judes, 
at the north end of Kensington 
Omni] Street, becoming (me of 



Paula Hinton 


Hinton with 
married the 


Walter Gore tai the melodrama Antonia, 1949. They 
following year Photograph: Roger Wood 


Paula Hinton had two advan- 
tages which are rarely combined 
in a single dancer. She was not 
only fortunate enough to be 
bora with a talent for drama and 
movement that made her one 
of ballet’s finest actresses; she 
also married a successful chore- 
ographer, Whiter Gore, who 
created many works for her. 

She met Gore when both 
were dancers in Ballet Rambert 
She had discovered ballet as a 
teenager in Liverpool when, act- 
ing in pantomime, she found 
herself admiring the ballet sec- 
tions. She began ballet lessons 
locally, made her dance debut 
at 12 as Helen of Trey in tbe Old 
Vic Company’s Tragedy of Faus- 
tus. at the Liverpool Playhouse, 
and joined Ballet Rambert in 
1944. 

She was cast in small roles in 
ballets by Frederick Ashton, 
Antony Tudor and Frank Staff. 
But because of her psycholog- 
ical maturity she quickly pro- 
gressed to bigger challenges 


such as the Queen of the Wil- 
is in Giselle and the lead in 
Gore's Plaisance. Gore at the 
time was romantically attached 
to another dancer, Sally 
Gilmour, and when in 1948 he 
created Winter Night (during 
Rambert's Australian tour) for 
Gihnour, Hinton and himself, 
the ballet mirrored the real-life 
triangle of its interpreters. 

The next year Gore choreo- 
graph ed Antonia , a melodrama 
with more than a passing re- 
semblance to Roland Petit’s 
Carmen. Hinton’s performance 
in the title-role was perceived 
as sensational, with the 
tenseness of a tightly coiled 
spring. 

Hinton and Gore married in 
1950 and soon after left Ram- 
bert for a freelance existence. 
Hinton guested with various 
companies, often in ballets by 
Gore; while Gore also accept- 
ed a succession of posts as bal- 
let master abroad, and on two 
occasions launched his own 


company in Britain - the Wal- 
ter Gore Ballet (1953-55) and 
the London Ballet (1961-63). 

It was an erratic life, but it did 
result in Hinton’s dancing be- 
ing widely viewed internation- 
ally. She appeared with a long 
list of companies: the glamorous 
Ballets des Champs-Efys6es in 
Gore’s La Damnie (1951), tbe 
National Ballet of Australia, the 
Frankfurt Ballet, the Norwegian 
National Ballet, the Harkness 
Ballet (USA), Ballet Rambert, 
and many others. 

She also danced with Festi- 
val Ballet (now English National 
Ballet) in 1951, standing in for 
an indisposed Alicia Markova 
in Giselle, a role Maikova had 
transformed into something of 
a spiritual monument For Hin- 
ton not only had a potent the- 
atricality but also a remarkable 
physical facility that produced 


with the revived Original Bal- 
let Rnsse, one critic wrote: 
“She made the cockerel inhu- 
man, cold, avian, with that 
underlying cruelty which only a 
bird who pecks a king to death 
could have. Her variation in 
the first scene had the hard 
precision of a pair of scissors." 

Hinton and Gore (who died 
in 1979) actually loved animals 
with a passion, especially birds, 
perhaps because they had no 
children. They used to care for 
sick birds, and one visitor to 
their London home was startled 
to find it full of pigeons and 
their droppings. But they 
were also kindly towards then 1 
fellow dancers and devoted to 
each other. Hinton continued 
performing until 1976. 

Nadine Meitner 



Graham: the male nude 

Photograph: John Vere Brawn 


London's leading ceramic spe- 
cialists. A little later they be- 
came aware that few galleries 
were prepared to show images 
of the male figure and were de- 
termined to fin the gap in the 
market Gradually ceramics 
gave way to figurative art, 
chiefly, though not exclusively, 
of the male nude. The gallery 
established a reputation for old 


.showed work by living artists, 
some established, others at the 
start of their careers. 

St Judes combined profes- 
sional competence with inge- 
nuity and flair, often appeermg 

to whisk talented innovative 
artists out of nowhere. In fact 
both Boyd and Graham worked 
assiduously ro find and nurture 
artists, todiscuss their work, and 
.gjvesuppart. Clear, well-written, . 

timely press-releases, and goxF w 

- quality photographs of artists 
work ensured maximum pub- 
licity. Private views were as 
ro uch social occasions as an op- 
portunity to view work, with a 
loyal following keen to see what 
they had to show. WUh no fi- 
nancial backing, the gallary was 
always a high-risk financial en- 
deavour. but-both partners were 
. totally committed to the project. 

A varied and imaginative ex- 
hibition programme ranged 
from academic drawings, many 
done in studio life classes, to ex- 
hibitions of delightful, but little- 
known work by Cecil Beaton, 
and studies of the male figure 
by Keith Vaughan, introducing 
these distinguished artists to a 
new audience. Shows featuring 
the work' of young or littlc- 
known painters included David 
Hutteris delicate, sensitive wa- 
tercolour studies of landscapes, 
flowers and nudes, am trusting 
with the fresh, homoerotic and 
sexy oil paintings of Philip Core- 
Notable artists showing in . 
a gallery for the first time in- 
cluded Peter Samuelstm, Gavin A 
Murghfling and Stuart Bullen. ” 

A combination of inflated 
business rates, general rcces- 
sion, and a fickle audience^ 
which often preferred to sup- 
port by looking rather than 
buying brought the gallery io an 
end in the late 198%. This also 
coincided with an HIV diagnosis 
for Stephen Boyd. Undeterred 
by what seemed overwhelming 
odds, Philip Graham set up his 
own gallery, Philip Graham 
Contemporary Art, in a spa- 
cious basement in the upcom- 
ing area of Old Street, just 
round the corner from, the in- 
dependent's old City Road of- 
fices, extending his brief to 
include artists such as Jacque- 
line Moreau and Sandra Fish- 
er. Despite its tucked-away 
location, patrons found their 
way. and the gallery was able to 
survive, mounting one-person as 
well as themed shows. Increas- 
ing 31-health, combined with the 
trauma of Boyd’s death m 1995, 
brought a temporary bait to the 
programme, and the gallery 
dosed earlier this year. 

Philip Graham achieved his 
ambition in setting up a gallery 
showing work which crossed the 
conventional boundaries of ( ;■ 
gay/straight, male/female, his- 
torical/modera, choosing work . 
for its quality and style as well j. 
as its content He and Stephen 
Boyd supported and encour- 
aged each other in the “shark- 
infested waters" of art dealing, 
succeeded in maintaining a 
gallery few thought could sur- 
vive, and did so with flair, wit 
and imagination. 

Emmanuel Cooper 


f/ 
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Philip Graham, gallery director 
and actor bom Shardbw, Der- 
1 24 July 1947; died Lon- 
19 October 1996. 


a floating lightness, high jump 
:ed. W 


and exceptional speed. When 
she danced Fokioe's 1914 ver- 
sion of The Golden Cockerel 


Paula Hinton, ballet dancer 
bom Pford. Essex 1 June 1924; 
married 1950 Walter Gore (died 
1979); died Birkenhead, Cheshire 
5 November 1996. 


Eugene Polyakov, ballet master, 

died Paris 24 October, aged 53. 
Ttained at the Bolshoi Ballet, 
he left for Italy in 1973, and as- 
sisted Rudolf Nureyev at the 
Paris Op6r& Ballet from 1983, 
remaining there until 1991. 


Alexander d’Arbeloff, entre- 
preneur, died London 30 Oc- 
tober, aged 101. An associate of 
Abel Gance in the 1920s, he 
made films, wrote novels and or- 
ganised Paraguay’s new road 
system in the 1930s. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


SLATER: In BerkhauWvd on 10 No- 
lumber 1*1% in her 101 st year, Ivey 
( JohniuO Slater. MiKb-lcncd widow 
ol Jock and mother of John, former- 
lv trf Uumeicr. Funeral service al the 
(TulR-rav Crematorium. Amcrvhum. 
on Monday IS November at (lam. 
Family [lower, only please but do- 
nations if dewed to Qaraaxdo's. .MI 

enquiries and domuutu cii Mal- 
colm Jones & Metcalfe, 284 High 
Street. Berkfumvicd. telephone 
H1442 SnifUN. 


Far Guette BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 

DEATHS, please ickphoor 0171-293 201 1 
or tax to 0171 -^ 53 ) 10 . 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
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Changing or the Guard 

The Crmln M ajoh-I Rcpnarai nramc 

Omv'ililr Cnunfal Bara Cards ll-ak 


Birthdays 

Sir Ewart BeD. former senior dvd ser- 
vant, 72: Dr Gcoigc Corey, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. 61; Sir John 
Coles, Head of (he Diplomatic Ser- 
vice, 59; Miss Adrienne Coni actress. 
65; Miss Whoopi Goldberg, actress, 
41; Sir Lhuoln HaDinan. barrister and 
magistrate, 74; Sir Anthony Jacobs, 
chairman. Tricuvflle Group, 65; The 
Rev Patricia Johns, former Head- 
mistress. St Mary's School, Wantage. 
63; Mr Kenneth Kemp, honorary life 
president. Smith and Nephew^ 75; 
Miss Joan Lcsior MP. 65; Maj-Gen 
James Do iron Lunt, 79: Mr John 
McGuckian, chairman, Ulster Tele- 
vision, 57: Mr Basil Morson, pathol- 
ogist, 75; Admiral Sir William 
O'Brien, SO; Mr Terry Reid, rock mu- 
sician. 47; Mr .Anthony X Shadforth, 
former chairman. Inco Europe, 65; 
Mbs Alexandra Shulman. Editor, 
lijsui*. 39: Sir Donald TbtanpsCia MP. 


1736; William Etty. painter, 1849; 
Arthur Hugh Clough, poet, 1861; 
Gioacchino Antonio Rossini, com- 
poser, 1668; Camille Pissarro, 
painter, 1903; Francis Thompson, 
poet, 1907; Roark Whitney WkidifTe 
Bradford, novelist, 1948; Elsa Schi- 
aparelli, couturiere, 1973; Robert 
Cedric SherrifC, playwright and nov- 
elist. (975; Cbesney Alien, comedi- 
an, 1982. On this day: Malcolm was 
slain and the Scots defeated by die 
English at Alnwick, 1093; the Jaco- 
bites were defeated at Sherifimuix 
and PRston, 1715: Texas declared its 
independence of Mexico, 183S; the 
telegraphic service between Lon- 
don and Paris started, 1851; serious 
casualties occurred among Socialist 


Luncheons 

Foreign and Commomrcaltfa Office 
Sir Nicholas Bonsor MP, Minister ctf 
Slate for Foreign and Common- 
wealth Affairs, held a luncheon yes- 
terday at Admiralty House, London 
SW1. in honour of the Finnish- 
Britlsh Parliamentary Friendship 
Group. 


Dinners 


and Irish agitators on Bloody Sun- 
' y in Trafalgar Square. 1887; the 


Anniversaries 


Births: Si Augustine of Hippo, 354; 
Edward III, King of England, 1312; 
General Sir John Moore, 1761; Ed- 
ward John Trekrfcny, writer and trav- 
eller, 1792; Henry Brink? Richards, 
pianist and composer, 1819; Charles 

Frederick Worth, couturier. 1825; 
James Clerk Maxwell, physicist, 
1831; Edwin Thomas Booth, actor, 
1S33; Robert Louis Balfour Steven- 
son, writer and traveller, 1S50: John 
Drew, actor, 1853; George Whitefidd 
Chadwick, composer. 1854; Eugene 
laocsao,auihor aodplsyKright, 1911 
Deaths: Pope St Nicholas the Great, 
867; Malcolm IIL King of the Scots, 
fcilied 1093; Prince Henry the Navi- 
gator. 1460; Lodovico Carracci, 
painter, 1619; George Sale. Orien- 
talist and translator of the Koran. 


day ir 

fourth phase of the Battle of the 
Somme began, 1916; the inner cof- 
fin of Tutankhamen was opened at 
Luxor, 1925; Ahmed Soekarno be- 
came president of (he Republic of In- 
donesia, 1915; Iceland agreed a plan 
to end lhe “Cod War” with Britain, 
2973; a state of emergency was pro- 
claimed in Britain, following an 
overtime ban by electricity and coal 
workers, 1973. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Abbo of Plenty, St Anadins, Si 
Brice or Britrus, St Didaois or Diego 
of Seville, St Eugeni u$ of Tbledo, 
St Frances Xavia Cftbrini, St 
Homobonus, St Maxellendis, Si 
Nicholas I, pope and St Stanislaus 
Kostka. 


General Denial Council 
Dr Margaret Seward, President, and 
members of the General Dental 
Council held a dinner yesterday 
evening at 37 Wimpale Street, Lon- 
don Wl. Mr Stephen Darnell MP, 
Secretary of Stale for Health, was the 
principal guest. Sir Rodney Sweel- 
nam. President of tbe Royal CoUege 
of Surgeons of England, and Pro- 
fessor Ingrid Allen, Chairman of the 
John Medical Advisory Committee 
of the Higher Education Funding 
Councils, were also present. 


Foreign and GMHHMimeaUi Office 
Mr Malcolm Rifkind QC MP, Sec- 
retary of Slate for Foreign and Cam- 
monwealih Affairs, was host or a 
dinner held yesterday evening ax 1 
Carlton Gardens, London SWl, in 
honour trf Mr Bahadur Deuba, Prime 
Minister of the Kingdom of Nepal, 

and Mrs Deuba. 


Lectures 


TaxeGillorj; Sacha Craddock, The 
Turner Prize**, I pm. 

National Portrait Gallery, Royal 
Sociay Science Lecture: Dr Jim 
Bennett. “Sir Christopher Wren*', 
1.10pm. 


Royal .Society 

Dr Anne McLaren, Foreign Secre- 
mry of the Royal Society, chaired the 
Claude Bernard Lecture yesterday 
evening al the Royal Society, 6 Carl- 
ton House Terrace, London SWl. Dr 
Claude Debrn of the Unxverdfd Louis 
Pasteur gave the lecture, entitled 
“On the Usefulness of the HZstoxy of 
Science for Scientific Education”. 


Damages assumed to he prudently invested 


Wen* V Wells; Thomas * Brighton 
Health Antbority; Page v 
Sfaeemes5 Steel Co pk; Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Hirst, Lord 
Justice Auld, Lord Justice 
Thorpe) 23 October 1996 


LAW REPORT 


13 November 1996 


In assessing the amount by 
which a lump aim award of spe- 
cial damages for personal in- 
juries, to cover loss of earnings 
and the cost of care over many 
years in tbe future, should be 
discounted to reflect foe return 
obtainable from investing that 
lump sum. the cunt should 
assume tbe yield was that to be 
expected from prudent invest- 
ment namely 4 to 5 per cent 
per annum, rather than that 
from index-linked government 
securities at only 3 percent 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed appeals against quantum 
by the coendants in three per- 
sona] injury cases in .which 
liability was admitted. 

In the first. Judge Wilcox, 
sitting as a deputy High 
Court judge on 13 June 1995, 
had awarded Thelma Weils 
£1.619m in damagesagainst her 
husband, Derek Wells, follow- 
ing a road accident in which he 
was the driver. That award 
was reduced to £1 .086m. 

In the second, Mr Justice 
Collins on 7 November 1995 
had awarded James Thomas, 


who was born with cerebral 
palsy following maladminis- 
tration of a drug to his moth- 
er during labour, damage s of 
£1.2S5m against Brighton 
Health Authority. That award 
was reduced to a sum to- be 
determined later. 

In the third, Mr Justice 
Dyson on 4 December 1995 
had awarded Kelvin Page 
£906,000 against his former 
employer, Sneemess Steel Co 
pic, following an accident at 
work in which he offered brain 
damage. That award was re- 
duced to £626,000. 

John Leighton WffiamsQCPOehtutl 
Medium {Lmda Y Olivtt, Wrrddng; 
Lawrence Graham) for Mr VMband 
Sheemess Sled; Kieran Coonan QQ 
Christina Lambert (Hempsom ) for 


GmrgeGadney(ffbtason££da)Jbr 
Mrs Wells; C Purchas QC, Matthias 


Rabat Owen QC,PitiBp Hams QC 
(Compton Carr) fir Thomas. 


Lord Justice Hirst said that in 
these three eases the multi- 
plier applied tO the. annnal 
amount assessed for future - 
losses and expenses (the mul- 
tiplicand) had been set by ref- 


erence to the expected three 
per cent return on index-finked 
government securities (ILGS), 
rather than the conventional 
rate of 4 to 5 per cent, with the 
result that the multiplier was 
significantly higher and the 
damages greatly increased. In 

other cases judges were still ad- 
hering to the conventional 
guidelines, so there was un- 
certainty as to foe result to be 
expected in such cases. 

• The basic rale, which had 
stood for over a century, was 
that damages were to be as- 
sessed on the basis that their 
fundamental purpose was to 
achieve as nearfy as possible fill] 
compensation to the plaintiff 
for foe injuries sustained. 

The assumption in cases in- 
volving large awards was that 
the plaintiff would seek advice 
as to foe ways in which foe 
money could best be managed, 
and that there would be a nor- 
mal spread of investments. A 
discount rate of4 to 5 percent 
had become established. 



amial Tables with explanatory 
notes for use in personal injury 


and fatal accidents cases. Its rec- 
ommendation that foe ILGS 
discount rate be adopted in- 
stead of the conventional rate 
was supported by the Law Cbm- J 
mission in its report (No 224) 4 
Structured Settlements and In- 
terim and Provisional Damages. 

The advantages of ILGS 
w ? re return was cer- 

tain, interest and capital were 
protected against inflation, and 
foe future was protected as se- 
curely as possible. Equities by 
contrast were risky and the 
return variable. 

Their Lordships rejected the 
plaintiffs’ arguments (i) that an 
awards should be fixed on foe 
basis that a plaintiff was enti- 
tled IO invest it at m inimum 
risk, and (ii) that the correct ap- 
proach was not whether it 
would be prudent to invest in 
equities, but whether investing 
w ILGS would achieve foe 
necessary object with the 
greatest precision. 

The existing guidelines were 
still valid and their Lordships 
were not persuaded that a case 
nad been made out for foe 
courts of their own motion to 
adopt ILGS in their place. The 
present discount rate of 4 to 5 
per cent should continue to 
apply. 


ftuil Magrath, Banister 
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Nationwide si 




Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


One million homeowners will 
have to pay more for their 
mortgages from next month, fol- 
lowing a decision yesterday by 
Nationwide Building Society 
to raise its standard lending rate 
by 0.25 percent. The move sig- 
nalled the first retreat in the 
mortgige war as the housing 
market recovers. 

But the Nationwide opened up 
the competition on another front 
by raising the rates it pays to 
savers in a bid to win deposits nest 

year from the building societies 

planning to convert to banks. 

Other lenders said yesterday 
that they had no plans yet to 
raise mortgage rates. Nation- 
wide will still have one of the 
lowest variable rates on offer, 
at 6.74 per cent, as part of its 
policy of demonstrating the 
benefits of mutuality. 

Philip Williamson, commer- 
cial director, said; "We have 
been looking after our million 
borrowers and now we want to 
look after the 6 million savers 


a bit more." He said the soci- 
ety remained committed to re- 
turning £200m of profits to its 
members. 

He pointed out that many 
savers locked into accounts 
with building societies plan- 
ning to join the stock market 
would be able to move their in- 
vestments during the next few 
months. Tens of billions of 
pounds worth of deposits are 
held in accounts qualifying for 
free shares at societies such as 
Halifax and Wxilwich which are 
converting to banks next year. 

Nationwide’s mortgage in- 
crease will add just under £7 to 
the monthly cost of a £50,000 rs- 


mortgage rare by a quarter- 
point to 724 per cent. 

“We have no plans at present 
to change although obviously we 
will have to remain competi- 
tive,’’ a spokesman for the 
Woolwich said. 


An Alliance and Leicester 
spokeswoman agreed ‘‘Hokfing 
shares will give our members an- 
other stake in the organisation," 
she added. 

David Chariton, a spokesman 
for the determinedly mutual 


Skip ton Building Society, said 
that although the Nationwide 
remained a good Saj^hip for the 
sector, it was competing on 
two fronts. “They are paying in 
the mutual league, where some 
smaller societies are very ag- 


gressive on savings rales, and in 

the size league, where they are 
taking on the fafegest mortgage 
lenders,” he said. 

. Rob .Thomas, building soci- 
eties analyst at City bank UBS, 
said Nationwide had been out 


on a limb before yesterdays 
move. “It marks a recognition 
that the benefits of . mutuality 
only go so far,” he said. 

_Mr Thomas . suggested that 
Nationwide might have been 
having difficulty attracting 


£100 savings to generate windfall 


Biggest and best lenders 


payment mortgage, although 
at £362.03 this will remain 


about £7 below the monthly 
payment charged by lenders 
such as Halifax or Barclays. 

IL plans to increase rates on 
a range of savings accounts by 
0.1 to 03 per cent. 

Other societies said they did 
not plan to raise their own 
mortgage and savings raxes im- 
mediately. Birmingham Mid- 
shires last week raised its 


Savers wfrjb the Wbolwich and 
Halifax building societies will 
need to make sure they have a 
minimum balance in their ac- 
counts by the mid of this year 
in order to make sure they do 
not miss ont on tbeir free 
shares when the two join the 
stock market next yeai; writes 
Diane Coyk. 

Woolwich said yesterday that 
in order to qualify for the Oat 
rate handout, likefy to be worth 
£750, members would need to 
have a balance of at least £100 

in qualifying accounts at mid- 
night on 31 December This 
would entitle them to vote at a 
special general meeting in Feb- 
ruary. 


John Stewart, Woolwich 
group chief executive, said; 
“The Christmas period can be 
a busy one financially and I 
hope that this Information will 
help members plan the use of 
their saving.” 

Savers would also need to 

have had £100. in a qualifying 
account on 31 December last 
yean People who had at least 
£1,000 in their account on that 
date and who still have that 
amount at the time of the spe- 
cial general meeting will receive 
a variable payment in propor- 
tion to the size of their balance. 

The society said the special 
meeting was expected to be 
held in February and largo- 


savers would be given 21 days* 
notice to top np their accounts 
back to the level tiny were at mi 
31 December 1995 in order to 
increase the size of their share 

handout. 

Halifax will write to members 
with details of to requ ir ements 
within tiie next two to three 
weeks. ' 

In order to be eligible to 
vote at its February special 
meeting, savers will need to re- 
store the balance in their ac- 
counts back to the December 
1994 leveL 

That was when the news of 
the society’s merger with Leeds 
Bmlding Society and planned 
flotation first emerged. 



enough deposits in the light of 
growing mortgage demand. 

Its move follows the quarto r- 

r >mt increase in base rales to 
per cent a fortnight ago. 

Other lenders admit that A 
they are fflrefy to increase their *■ 
mortgage rates if base rates nsc 
again, but Mr Williamson said $1. 
Nationwide would not neces- 
sarily do so. 

Gary Mar*, director of strat- 
egy at Halifax, said another rise .. 
in base rates would make a 


But he denied this would hall 
the bousing market recovery 


One or the dangers in the 
: is of too sharp 


housing market 
a recovery. In a sense we we 
corned tbe psychological impact 
of tbe Chancellor's fast move 
because what wc want is a 
steady, sustainable recovery ." 

'■ Official figures yesterday 
brought further evidence of 
' the recovery. New housebuild- 
ing orders rose for the- third 
quarter running in July-Sep- 
tember - up 2 per cent on the 
previous quarter and 7 percent 
on the same period a year ago. 


British Gas 


abandons 
£lbn claim 


Michael Harrison 
and Chris Godsmark 


British Gas suffered a double 
blow yesterday as it abandoned 
a £lbn compensation claim 
against the Government and a 
top executive in its pipeline busi- 
ness. TransCo, was forced to re- 
sign because of ill-health. The 
company said it had dropped its 
legal action agurnsr the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry for 
repayment of Gas Levy because 
it was satisfied tbe tax had been 
applied correctly. 

The news came as TransCo 
announced that its managing di- 
rector, Harry Moulson, had re- 
tired with immediate effect for 
health reasons. Mr Moulson has 
played a key role in preparing 
the business for demerger from 
British Gas’s trading arm. He 
was also involved in TransCo 's 
decision to take its prices dis- 
pute with the industry regula- 
tor, Ofgas, to the MMC 

The climb-down on the Gas 
Levy claim prompted immedi- 
ate speculation that British Gas 
was dose to a breakthrough in 
negotiations with North Sea 
oil companies over its £40bn 
take-or-pay contracts. When 
British Gas issued its writ 
against the DTI for refund of 
Gas Levy the DTI immediately 
counter-sued, issuing "protec- 
tive writs” against 27 oO and gas 
companies in case tbe claim 
went against it. In response the 
DTI yesterday also dropped 
its legal action. 


Several of the ofl companies 
named in the DTI writs had 
been preparing their own 
counter-claim against British 
Gas, arguing that liability in the 
contracts could be passed back. 
One of these firms, Lasmo, 
welcomed the news. 

Although British Gas has 
consistently denied that its le- 
gal action was finked to the take- 
or-pay negotiations, it was 
widely interpreted as a ma- 
noeuvre to put pressure on the 
oil companies to reach a deal. 
There is mounting speculation 
that British Gas Energy, which 
will inherit the take-or-pay lia- 
bilities on demerger, is near to 
a deal on renegotiating up to a 
quarter of the contracts. 

The deal is likely to involve 
British Gas auctioning off some 
of its interest in the More- 
carabe Bay gas field off the 
north-west coast British Gas 
contracted to buy the gas from 
North Sea suppliers at prices of 
around 20p a therm compared 
with spot prices of under lOp 
earlier this year. 

The take-or-pay problem has 
been considerably eased in re- 
cent months by a strengthening 
of spot prices to between 14p 
and 17p depending on the de- 
livery date. The writ related to 
24 old supply contracts be- 
tween British Gas and North 
Sea oil companies covering 
eight gas fields on which it 
claimed it had overpaid Gas 
Levy, a tax of 4p a therm in- 
troduced in 1981. 



£52bn giant 



Jill Iksanor 

Banking Correspondent 


AXA and Union des Assur- 
ances de Paris, two French in- 
surers, stunned European stock 
markets yesterday by announc- 
ing plans for a Fr45.1bn 
(£53bn) merger that would 
create the world’s seconds 
largest insurance company after 
Nippon Life of Japan. . . 

In terms of assets under man: 
agement, however, the com- 
bined group will be the world’s 
.largest insurer. . 

. AXA h^JB-L55Qbn of assets 
I tinder management whrfe'UAP 


yesterday at Fr 116.9 francs. 
"There have been plenty of ru- 
mours about UAP but they had 
all been discounted,” said one 
■analyst. Dealings in AXA’s. 
shares were also suspended 
yesterday with, the price at 
Fr318L5 francs. ' 

News of the merger sent 
shares in other UK insurance 


companies higher amid expec- 
tations that the deal would 


Declining a seductive option: Tony Haies (left) and Sir Christopher Hogg disappointed the City 


Allied Domecq disappointed 
the City yesterday by ruling out 
a demerger of its Beefeater gin 
to Bafiantme’s whisky spirits 
arm from its pub and fast food 
retailing operations. Investors 
bad hoped new chairman Sir 
Christopher Hogg would treat 
Allied to a re-run of his suc- 
cessful break-up of Courtaulds 
in 1990, writes Tom Stevenson. 

Spelling out the reasons for 
shunning what Sir Christopher 
called the “seductive option”, he 
made dear that Allied’s current 
management, especially Tony 
Hales, chief executive, was un- 
der notice to improve Lhe per- 


City glum as Allied 
rules out demerger 


formance of the group or make 
way for others to do the job. As- 
sessing tbe ability of Allied's ex- 
ecutives was, he said yesterday, 
his biggest challenge. 

He was speaking as Allied 
Domecq announced an 11 per 
cent fall m pre-exoeptioual prof- 
its as de-stodring in the US hit 
its more important spirits op- 


eration. Despite expectations 
that it would be cut, the full-year 
dividend was maintained at 
23.6p but the shares closed 14p 
lower at 454p as shareholders 
|jave up hope of quickly realis- 
ing Alfred’s estimated break-up 
value of about 550p. 

Sir Christopher said Allied 
was “a fine group with gpod as- 


sets - human, tangible and in- 
tangible. But it must improve 
the returns it delivers to share- 
holders. A huge amount of re- 
structuring is behind us and the 
major internal reorganisations 
on both sides of the group are 
facilitating real improvements 
in performance." 

He added that he had resist- 
ed the temptation to bow to 
considerable pressure from in- 
vesting institutions that had 
started to view demerger as a 
panacea for Allied’s problems 
because tire cost would be un- 
acceptable. 

Investment cohram, page Ml 


J s an mdu^fry-^h^king 
move with enofinpus tinfiffca- 
tions for the European insur- 
ance industry," said Charles 
Lancia, an insurance anafyst at 
Soti&6 G6n6rale Strauss raro- 
bufr. “It's got to lead to further 
consolidation.” 

In the UK the merger will 
make the group the country’s 
thind-largest life insurer as AXA 
owns AXA Equity & Law and 
UAP owns 60 per cent of Sun 
Life. Under the terms of tbe 
deal AXA, Europe’s third- 
largest insurer, is in effect tak- 
ing over its larger rival UAP, 
which was privatised in 1994. 

Analysts predict numerous 
benefits for UAP, which lost 
money last year but returned to 
profit in the first half of 1996. 
UAP, a regular target for bid 
speculation after its losses last 


; seen its shares rise 143 per 
cent since late last month. 

Its shares were suspended 


prompt further mergers among 
insurance companies. “There 
has been a general trend to- 
wards consolidation but this 
will quicken the process,” one 
analyst saitT 

Shares- in. Legal &, General 
( endecT7.5. phigher at 3323 p, 
WhOeThidenfiaTs shares rose 8p 
to 457p. Sun Life dosed at 
2433, up 53p. 

AXA and UAP said they 
would capitalise on their com- . 
piemen tary businesses and ge- 
ographical presence. The 
' combined group will become , 
the number one insurer in 
France and the insurers said 
. they would rank among the 
leaders in the UK, Belgium, 
Germany and Spain. The deal 
will increase their presence in 
Italy and the Netherlands. 

UAP shareholders will re- ; 
ceive 10 UAP shares for four 
AXA shares plus four “certifi- 
cates of guaranteed value". ' 

If AXA’s shares are below 
Fr39230 in June 1999, the cer- 
tificates entitle holders to re-, 
ceive the difference between 
that and the market price. The 
certificates can pay no more 
than Fr 80 per certificate, or 
Fr32 per UAP share. 
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Pubs chief could walk away with £850)000 



Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Mark McQuater: Will not be 
replaced at Wetherspoon 


The managing director of the fast 
growing pubs group JD Wether- 
spoon is set lo walk away with 
more than £850,000 following his 
unexpected resignation yesterday 
“to pursue other interests”. 

Brought in only two and half 
years ago after a banking career 
at Nat West. Mark McQuater is 
still negotiating his severance 
package but it promises to be 
even bigger than the £640.000 
pay-off secured earlier this 
week by Fronds Baron, who 

pocketed two years pay after be- 
ing ousted from First Choice, 
the holidays group. 

Tim Martin, executive chair- 


man of Wetherspoon and the 
driving force of the successful 
pub chain he founded, insisted 
yesterday there had been no 
felling out between the two. But 
Mr McQuater will not be re- 
placed and doubts have been 
raised over Mr Martin's ability 
to delegate responsibility in a 
group he still dominates. 

Mr McQuater earned 
£134.400 according to Wether- 
spoon's latest report and ac- 
counts and was employed on a 
12 month rolling contract which 
it is understood tbe company 
will payout in fall. He also hoick 
90,000 options over shares at an 
average exercise price of about 
4O0p compared to yesterday’s 
dose of 1215p. 


Exercising those options 
would net Mr McQuater 
£720,000. taking his total sever- 
ance package to over £850,000. 


The role of managing direc- 
rbedhythe 


tor wiD now be absorbed by the 
existing executive team. Mr 
Martin said the company would 
review the position of manag- 
ing director again within the 
next year. 

News of the bumper pay-offs 
from two relatively small com- 
panies is certain to irritate in- 
vestors, although Mr 
McQuater’s package has the 
merit of being largely a reflec- 
tion of the dramatic apprecia- 
tion of Wetherspoon s share 
price in recent years. Mr 
Baron’s pay-off. which followed 


a halving of First Choice’s share 
price during his tenure, was 
' viewed as another example of 
“payment for failure”. 

JD Wetherspoon has been 
one of the most successful of the 
fast-growing managed pub 
groups spawned by the beer 
orders of 1989 which attempt- 
ed to ease the stranglehold of 
the big brewers on the pubs they 
supplied. It has flourished by 
offering completely music-free 
pubs, serving good cask-condi- 
tioned beers and all-day food. 

Wetherspoon’s shares have 
risen almost tenfold since com- 
ing to the market in 1992, mak- 
ing a fortune for Mr Martin, 
who bolds shares worth more 
than £80m at the current price. 




pays £51m 
Retail 




trials 


Nigel Cope 


Kingfisher yesterday moved to 
expand its Comet chain of eiec- 
trical superstores when it agreed 
to pay £5 1m for Norweb Retail, 
part of United Utilities. But the 
deal immediately sparked con- 
troversy when union officials 
said the deal could involve' up ■ 
to 1,000 job losses. 

Under the terms- of the deal 
Kingfisher win dose Norweb’s 57 

high street drops, its b^sd office . 
in Bolton and a distribution cen- 
tre in Worsley. It is also expect- 
ed that Kingfisher will dose up. 


to half of Norweb’s 81 out-of- 
town superstores due to overlap 


Stephanie Golden, national 
retail officer of Unison, criticised 
United Utilities for breaking the 
news to workers on tbe same day 
as organising a separate pre- 
. Budget cocktail party. 

. "This is a. devastating an- 
nouncement for our' members 
and for Noiweb’s retail cus- 
tomers,” she said. The decision ’ 
to dose the high street network 
would hit the elderly and tbe 
poor as well as those without 
their own transport. 


ier said Norweb had 
intended to dose the high street 
stores anyway as they were loss- ' 
making. All the Norweb stores 
will trade until after Chris tmas litf 
pending a review, which will be. . ^ / 
completed in February. 

Comet currently has 2' 7 - 
stores and has been keen to 
pand its out-of-town presence 
Buying existing outlets helps get . 
round tougher planning guide- 
frnes on out-of-town stores. 

The Norweb stores will be re- 
branded under the Comef 
name. The majority are in the 
North-west. 
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PIA suffers further 
blow as broker quits 


The Personal Investment Au- 
thority suffered a farther blow 
oyer the pensions mis-sellinp 
scandal yesterday when Denis 
Brown, an insurance broker, 
resigned from the regulator’s 
board, writes JUTfreanor. 

He has resigned over con- 


.. uiu »»ijucu over con- 
cerns about the possible inval- 
idation of professional indemity 

inaimiiM In . ! a - . J 


K w wn ■« nn.f | | 

“surance for independent n- 

nancral advisers caught up in tbe 

scandal - an issue the PIA 
claimed to have ironed out 
months ago. 

Mr Brown, in his resignation 
ft J^sadfacwas'deeplytrou- 
bled" about the PIA’s attitude 


towards forcing members to .... 
disclose privileged documents 
which may invalidate personal 
"identity cover. 

The PIA, however, said it had 
taken extensive legal advice on 
this isme which had concluded 
that its monitoring arrange- , jj 
ments would not invalidate per- . ^ 
sonai indemity cover. 

. Separately, the PIA will today 
issue a progress report on the 
numbc r of urgent pensions ms-' 
selling cases that have been 
dealt with. The report is ex- 
pected to show only a slight un- ' 
provement on figures leaked last 
month. 
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‘Members of 
converting building 
societies will be able 
to have their cake 
and eat it - take the 
windfall handout, 
keep or sell the 
shares, then shop 
around for the best 
savings rates 
elsewhere* 



in the battle for savers 


th J? “Ortgage borrowers by more 

°u e ‘ F- rt “ s™® wonder the 
Nationwide has decided to stage a tactical 

gafiedem^H fcndingfrant, now that mort- 
Sto«S2i! picteig up strongly, in or- 
^ e l ^ C0QcentraIe its firepower on attracting 

** ®i so in part designed to fur- 
ther Nationwide’s increasingly lonely 
fvr ea £ °* mutuaI structure of owner- 

ulO, £V laitmD mnriniuM - j . 


rates, nationwide 
can offer teener deposit rates. With hick the 
effect will be to lure back to the mutual tra- 
di&on savers who are holding tbeir money 
with rivals right now in order to qualify for 
free shares. That’s the claimed strategy 
anyway. 

The aMwerting societies’ reply to the arai- 
tnent that the lower profit margin permit- 
ted by mutuality will allow higher deposit 
rates is that their savers will have a differ- 
ent kind of stake. Even if the rates of inter- 
ns* they earn are a shade lower than the rates 
Offered by mutuals, they win have shares that 
paydividends and offer capital g*™ 

This misses the obvious point, however. 
Members of converting building societies 
will be able to have their cake and eat it - 
take the windfall handout, keep or sefl the 
shares, then shop around for the best sav- 
ings rates elsewhere. Lethargy wfll probably 
ensure this does not occur on agrand sca le, 
but at the margin ft certainly wflLThisnews- 
paper and most others have been in unda ted 


hors threatening to move their money else- 
where as soon as they get their free shares. 
T w Even though yesterday brought the first 

sign of an easing in the mortgage war, it also 

emphasised the pressures that the convert- 
ing societies are going to face. Part of the 
raison d'etre for the remaining mutuals will 
be to cut profit margins in retail ha nirfnp by 
giving away to their depositors and bor- 
rowers in the shape of more competitive 
interest rates what converting societies and 
banks need to pay out in dividends. 

The fact that the interest rate cycle has 
now turned will make matters worse. Mort- 
gage lenders traditionally increase their 
margins on home loans when the level of 
base rates is declining. They did so with a 
vengeance during the housing market slump. 
But when base rates are rising, building soci- 
ety margins tend to narrow. This is the more 
so this time round since most building soci- 
eties are doubly cautious about increasing 
mortgage rates while the bousing market 
recovery remains so fragile. 

' AD in all, it adds up to a difficult first year 
for the new pks. A booming housing mar- 
ket will help but whether any of than man- 
age to retain tbeir present market share on 
either lending or deposits remains open to 
doubt. For all the Gadarene rush to convert 
into hanks, there is a lesson in the fact that 
the banks have been losing market share to 
building societies pretty steadily for years. 
Mutually owned bidding societies may have 


their drawbacks but they stfil win hands 
down over banks in terms of customer 
satisfaction- ‘ 

Tokyo has nothing to 
fear from Big Bang 

iroshi Mitsuzuka, Japan's new finance 
minister, bas chosen to announce the 
Japanese version of Big Bang, deregulation 
of financial markets, with this extraordinary 
incantation: “Now I am designated as com- 
mander on the front lines, with arrows and bul- 
lets falling around me like rain. If a bullet hits 
me, 1 could be injured, or even die. But 1 ac- 
cept that”. Eat your bean out Eric Cantona. 

What Mr Mitsuzuka appears to have 
been saying, loosely translated, is that the 
proposals are likely to run into sustained 
opposition from powerful vested interests. 
As a result the plans are at this stage 
notably thin on detail and suitably long term 
(2001 j. In truth, however, political oppo- 
nents would be well advised to forget their 
reservations and back the reforms whole- 
heartedly, for unless Tokyo changes soon and 
fast, it wfll slip so far behind New York and 
London that it wiD never catch up. 

Tokyo is still one of the top three finan- 
cial centres in the world, bur only by virtue 
of the size of the domestic economy behind 
it and the vast capital flows that need to be 
recycled. Otherwise Tokyo as a financial cen- 
tre is pretty much still living in the stone age. 


As a self standing, internationally compet- 
itive organism, it is now so far behind Lon- 
don that the two barely stand comparison. 

Fixed commissions reign supreme in secu- 
rities trading and strictly enforced barriers still 
exist between securities operations and banks. 
There are even still some controls on foreign 
exchange transactions. Like so much else in 
Japan. Tokyo as a financial centre is a largely 
protected market place. The big US propri- 
etary trading operations, like parasites on the 
pag’s bell)', thrive there, but they remain essen- 
tially barred from the inner tenet urn. 

The lesson of the City is that Tokyo has 
nothing to fear from deregulation and every- 
thing to gain. Weaker institutions wfll go to 
the wall, but stronger ones will prosper and 
grow larger still. Nomura will undoubtedly 
emerge even more omnipotent than it is 
already. The foreigners wfll invade in their 
hordes, but bring capital and expertise with 
them. Ultimately Tokyo will be the better. .AD 

this asai m gs Mr'Mirqiyritm k ■a»rimi^ l that lhk 

is more than hot air to appease foreign crit- 
ics. But when the seagulls follow the trawler, 
it is because they think sushi might be thrown 
into the sea, as Cantona might have said. 

British Gas gets 
it wrong again 

A nother day, another farce in the affairs 
r\of that much loved company. British 
Gas. This time British Gas has been forced 


into an embarrassing ctimbdown on the legal 
action it launched against the Government 
last summer to recover £1.2hn in North Sea 
gas levies. We don’t have a case after all. BG 
admitted yesterday. Which rather begs the 
question of why it came to launch such ano- 
hoper in the fust place. 

There are three possibly answers. The 
company’s own explanation is that it was 
forced to launch the action Inst summer 
because if it didn’t it would fall victim to a 
time block and any hope of recovering the 
money would have vanished for ever. In 
other words it was merely a question of keep- 
ing options open. 

For the more conspiralorially minded 
there is the theory that the action was 
launched as a way of putting pressure on 
the Government to help British Gas settle 
its cosily dispute with North Sea produc- 
ers over take or pay contracts. The evidence 
for this is that British Gas’s action against 
the Government prompted counter-claims 
by the Government against the North Sea 
producers, some of whom squared the cir- 
cle by taking action against BG. Wonder- 
ful for the lawyers, but ludicrous loo. Actu- 
ally there is some movement on this front, 
with a number of the North Sea producers 
likely to settle with BG over the coming 
months. 

The best explanation, however, is the least 
complicated one. It is that this is simply 
another of those misjudged initiatives by BG 
and that again it has backfired. 


Redwood’s single 
currency warnings 
leave CBI unmoved 


Chris Godsmaric 


economic nightmare if the UK 
joined a single European cur- 
rency received little obvious 
support from CBI delegates in 
Harrogate yesterday in a clear 
sign ofconfidenoe in monetary 
union. 

The CBFs high-profile debate 
on EMU saw John Redwood 
and Sir John Hoskyns, chairman 
of the Burton group and .a for- 
mer adviser to Lady Thatcher, 
putting the Eurosceptic case 
across the table from two lead- 
ing advocates of EMU^ Sir 
David Simon, chairman of BP 
and Peter Sutherland, chairman 
of irtvestmfcnLbtefc&s Goldman 
Sachs International and former 
head of the Galt world trade or- 
ganisation. 

Mr Redwood claimed the 
switch to the euro would cost 
UK firms billions of pounds with 
only marginal benefits in terms 

reduced transaction costs.. 

7? Arguing that the underlying. 


agenda of Helmut Kohl, the 
German Chancellor, was polit- 
ical, he said: “He wants to build 
a country called Europe, gov- 
erned from a City called Brus- 
sels with its economy directed 
from a bank in Frankfort.” 

If Britain stepped up its 
opposition to EMU, Mr Red- 
wood suggested the Govern- 
ment could stiD have a sKm 
chance of stopping the angle 
currency altogether. 

The biggest applause, how- 
ever, came after Sir David’s 
rousing pro-European speech, 
liberally sprinkled with crick- 
eting metaphors, and a savage 
attack on Britain’s long history 
of currency devaluations. Sir 
David mid fixing the pound to 
the ecu. would act as a spur to 
business competitiveness, uo. . 
longer shielded by a depredat- 
ing pound. 

^devaluation was the key to 
successful economic manage- 
ment we should be the wealth- 
iest country in Europe, bar - 
none," he argued- . 


He concluded: “We can’t be 
half pregnant Sooner or later 
we will have to make a choice. 
There isn’t an option of sitting 
on the fence, both ears to the 
ground, waiting for the iron to 
enter our soaL • 

Mr Sutherland said Britain 
should join the single currency 
in the first wave in 1999, insist- 
ing that the UK had given up 
its sovereignty by signing up to 
the Single European Act and 
agreeing to extend qualified 
majority voting. ... 

“If the issueof sharing sov- 
ereignty is raised m principle as 
opposed to its application then 
the debate is realty about mem- 
bership of the union," argued 
Mr S^erlatid.HjowfeVei^ -Mr 
Redwood denied -dm he was - 
caHingfbr Britain to. leave the 
EU altogether. . 

- The Nackest warnings of eco- 
nomic doom came from Sir 
John Hoskyns, who claimed 
EMU was “a complete dud" and 



Dire warnings: John Redwood toW the conference hi Harrogate the switch to the euro would cost UK firms bOlfons of pounds 


cy would costretafleis acres the 
EU £22bn, Sir Johreestimated. 
He said EMU was the result of 
"self deception, sloppy thinking 
and creative 


all time . Changing the cunen- Just one delegate spoke from 


the floor in favour of the Red- 
wood ted Hoskyns side, with 
seven speeches backing Sir 
David and Mr Sutherland. 

The reaction endorsed the 
CBI’s opinion poll this week 


showing 56 per cent of firms 
supporting die principle of 
EMU. Despite this, as the con- 
ference closed, CBI leaders 
continued to back the “wait and 
see” approach adopted by the 


Government and Labour. “The 
reason we didn’t pul the issue 
to a vote on the conference floor 
is that the pro-EMU side would 
have won so decisively," 
admined a CBI source. 


Barclays chief and Bank Governor clash over rate rise 


Michael Harrison 

Andrew Buxton, the chairman 
of Barclays Bank, yesterday 
clashed with the Governor of 
the Bank of England, Eddie 
George, over last week’s quar- 
ter point rise in interest rates. 
The clash came as Mr 


George delivered a strong de- 
fence of the Bank's inflation 
strategy and fired a warning 
shot across the Chancellor’s 
bows about the scope for Bud- 
get tax cuts. 

Mr George told the CBI 
conference in Harrogate that 
the rise in base rates bad been 


necessary to curb a “textbook 
domestically-driven economic 
upswing” and repeated the 
Bank’s view that some further 
rise may well be necessary in 
due course to keep a lid on in- 
flation. 

But Mr Buxton said the in- 
terest rate rise had not been 


necessary although he recog- 
nised the Governor's concerns 
about inflation and the need to 
act early. He went on to urge 
the Chancellor to bear in mind 
that further interest rate rises 
would further strengthen the 
pound,' depressing exports and 
manufacturing performance . 


“We should therefore not 
rush to interest rate rises with- 
out thinking of our exporters." 
Mr George said that keeping 
a tight grip on inflation was not 
enough to improve economic 
performance alone. 

“It needs to be accompanied 
by prudent and sustainable 


fiscal policy," he added. 

On economic and monetary 
union, he said Britain did not 
need to be apprehensive about 
the euro, whether or not it 
joined in the first phase of a 
single currency. But it did 
need to be prepared. 

Mr George also took to 


task those member states 
tempted to fudge their per- 
formance on debt and public 
deficit in the “hectic dash for 
the line" to qualify for a sin- 
gle currency, and their temp- 
tation "to take artificial 
stimulants in order to get 
there". 


Tobacco 
firms 
get writs 


Magnus Grimond 

Imperial Tobacco and Gallaher. 
two of Britain’s biggest cigarette 
companies, could face legal 
claims of up to £!2m after writs 
were served yesterday in a land- 
mark case alleging their prod- 
ucts contributed to lung cancer. 

Twelve cancer sufferers who 
started smoking between 1936 
and 1955 are claiming that the 
companies 1 negligence in con- 
tinuing to sell tobacco products 
after it became dear in the 
1950s that high levels of tar con- 
tributed to the disease. 

The tobacco industry is ex- 
pected to put up fierce resis- 
tance to the claims, which could 
open the doors to a flood of fur- 
ther actions if successful. Im- 
perial said yesterday it had 
strong defences which ft would 
pursue vigorously. 

The case is making legal his- 
tory as the first group action by 
British smokers and the first to 
be undertaken on a “no-win, no- 
fee” basis. Martyn Day, the so- 
licitor who is acting’ for the 
plaintiffs, said yesterday's move 
was very significant. “We have 
been fighting for four years to 
get to this stage and ilisagreat 
relief that we have got there. 
The phoney war is over and the 
real battle has begun." 

Mr Day said about 60 cancer 
sufferers" had signed up on a 
conditional fee basis. He esti- 
mated that the final number 
could eventually total between 
100 and 200. which at an over- 
age claim of between £50,000 
and £60,000 could mean an 
eventual total of as much as 
£12m. Further claims wfll be 
made over the next few months, 
he said. A foil trial is not ex- 
pected before October 1998. 
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In Brief 
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female employment in clerical and secretarial work falling. For 
men, professional and scientific jobs will increase, as will clerical 
work, but male employment in construction and industry is pre- 
dicted to decline. Employment is forecast to rise in afl regions ex- 
cept the North by 2006, but the South -east and London shares of 
the total will rise to 19 per cent and 14.6 per cent respectively. 

The US economy got a glowing annual report from the 


XJlEiUUMUUii iui tAAJuuiun. r w — 

though it suggested ahead of today's meeting of the Open Mar- 
0bt*Committee that the Federal Reserve should ronader raising 
’ interest rates as an insurance policy against higher inflation. The 
Paris-based think-tank singled out the stunning US job creation 
record for praise. The number of non -farm jobs rose for 2 ^mu- 
lion, or 2 per cent, in 1995. and another 13 milGon bare been 
added so far this year. That brings the total to nearly 1- miDion 
since this economic cycle started in 1991. 

• NatWfestBank customers will be able to use their cash dispenser 
cards in 7.000 ATM machines operated by the Link networkfrom 
next spring, but NatWest wfll charp them a fee of 
Midland Bank customers can use NatWest mac^ra^uwlinot 
immediately join Lint Link members, who mdude Halifax, Abbey 
National, Woolwich and the Corop, willhave access 
NatWest machines but not to Midland. TSB customers are 
ready able to use Link and MINT machines, giving them access 
to two-thirds of machines in the UK 

•Business FOst, the Slou^i-basedparcel 
■ ' ’ "nmding Kane brothers hold 69 per cent of the 


tier where the founding *.ane mvui«» *•*«• «* ktl Tfr 

shares, saw pre-profits advance 30 per cent to x7-7m . 

montte to September on sales 26 per cent ^? r a t£7.7nL Earn- 
ings per Stere rose 29 per cent to 102p whflothc dmdendwas 
nM fay a fifth fo 3.6pV People & Business, page 20 


were used to settle accounts with cwm 

islhu second filed by the company..* aid. On October ~i, a r 
of forgery was brought against Mr Hamanaka. 


Pain will measure the success 
of Japan’s move to open market 


Richard Uoyd Parry 

Tokyo ~ 


Japan’s so called “Big Bang”, an 
ambitious programme of 
financial deregulation unex- 
pectedly announced by the 
-government on Monday night, 
was welcomed by business lead- 
ers yesterday, but faces formi- 
dable obstacles if it is to come 
fully into effect by its deadline 
of 2001- 

Shunsaku Hashirooto, chair- 
man of the Federation of 

Bankers’ Associations of Japan, 

yesterday praised the govern- 
ment for its “plans to re-invig- 
orate the financial market as a 
venue that can match New 
Yoiftand London”. Opinion in 
Tbkyo, however, was divided 
over whether political instabil- 
ity will consign die latest reform 

initiative to the sizeable scrap- 
heap of disappointed promises. 

Details of the plan are vague, 
although Finance Ministry of- 
ficials are presenting ft as the 
most wide-reaching and de- 
tailed ever seen in Japan. Un- 
der the slogan “Free, Fair. 
Global”, ft is inteaded to cut 
through the regulatory red tape 
which is itKaealtafficanB^ foe 
Tbkyo markets to lag behind in- 
ternational competition. 

If fuUyxealfeed itwfllopen up 
competition across a range of fi- 
nancial sectors, providmg lu- 
crative opportunities for anafler 
?anese companies, as well as 
foreign^ hitherto eteludedby 
tiie iron grip of the Ministry of 
Finance. But it also raises the 


spectre of bankruptcies, espe- 
cially for smaller firms, shakily 
emerging from a painful reces- 
sion and banking crisis. 

. Prominent among the pro- 
posals are .plans to increase 
competition by allowing banks, 
brokerage houses and insurance 
companies the right to partic- 
ipate in one another's markets- 
Government regulation of in- 
surance premiums and stock- 
broking commissions will also 
be reduced, and greater access 


will be granted to Japan’s vast, 
and hitherto closely regulated, 
pension market Distinctions 
between commercial banks, 
long-term credit banks and 
trust banks will also he re- 
moved enabling commercial 
banks to issue debentures and 
provide trust services which at 
present are virtually unavailable 
to ordinary Japanese investors. 

The outline for the plan 
speaks of legal reforms, and 
changes in the tax and ac- 


Government urged to 
let BoJ off the leash 


Hie Japanese government was 
advised yesterday to loosen 
control of its central bank in a 
set of recommendations which 
would mark the first hesitant 
steps towards an independent 
Bank of Japan, writes Richard 
Lloyd Parry. 

In proposals which conld be- 
come law as early as next Jan- 
uary a government-sponsored 

panel urged the Prime Minis- 
ter^ Ryutaro Hashimoto, to 
abofish the rales that allow him 
to sack bank officials at wflB and 
in effect to veto policy decisions. 
While stopping far short of a 
Bundes bank-style arrange- 
ment, they would allow the 
BOPs governor more leeway in 
formula dug monetary policy 

“We have now made the first 

step to »niriiig the Bank of 


Japan’s independence,” 
Thsohiko Torii, president of 
Tokyo's Keio University and 
chairman of the study group 
said yesterday. “If these Ideas 
materialise, we wfll have a cen- 
tral bank on a par with those 
of other advanced countries.” 

The 1942 law underwhidi the 
Bank of Japan is presently 
constituted, gives politicians 
considerable power over the 
bank, both direct and Indirect, 
The governor and his executives 
can be dismissed for disagree- 
ing with government policy, 
and their board always contains 
senior bureaucrats from the Fi- 
nance Ministry and Economic 
Planning Agency. Under the 
new proposals, government of- 
ficials would no longer be for- 
mal members of foe hoard. 


counting regulations which 
would increase financial trans- 
parency and bring them closer 
to international standards. For 
instance; loopholes which make 
it difficult to calculate foe pre- 
cise assets of big corporations 
will be eliminated. The first step, 
an abolition of foe rule which 
restricts foreign exchange trans- 
actions to authorised commer- 
cial banks, is set to be submitted 
to parliament in foe new year. 

The timetable for foe rest of 
the programme is vague, and 
virtually all of the proposals 
have been fruitlessly floated 
before by various government 
panels and de regulatory bodies. 
But the high-profile nature of 
the announcement, endorsed by 
the Rime Minister. Ryutaro 
Hashimota less than a week af- 
ter his formal rc-clection, will 
make il harder for politicians 
and bureaucrats to wriggle out 
of implementing them. 

. The biggest obstacle may be 
political Mr Hashimoto’s gov- 
ernment is 12 seats short of a 
full majority and vested inter- 
ests will ensure each new bill has 
a rough passage. Particular re- 
sistance can be expected from 
the malty Japanese MPs who 
began their careers in foe bu- 
reaucracy, and from big busi- 
nesses which benefit from the 
current dosed markets. “No 
matter how indispensable it 
may be for the Japanese econ- 
omy in foe 21st Century," con- 
cedes the draft plan, “such a 
thorough structural reform nec- 
essarily brings various pains.'' 


East Midlands locked in 
talks with Dominion 


East Midlands Electricity 
directors were last night locked 
in talks with (heir counterparts 
from Virginia-based Domin- 
ion Resources about the US 
utility's proposed takeover of 
the regional electricity compa- 
ny. writes Patrick Tboher. 

The meeting, at the London 
offices of East Midlands' advis- 
ers. Schrodcrs, was called on 
Monday at the request of Do- 
minion. The lalks are uudeistcjod 
to be between East Midlands’ 
chief executive. Norman Askew, 
its finance director. Bob Davies, 
and Dominion chairman Thomas 
Capps and its chief financial of- 
ficer. Larwood Robertson. 


They followed Dominion’s 
announcement last week that 
it was considering a hid at a 
price not much in excess of 
60Sp a share, giving EasL Mid- 
lands a minimum valuation of 
£1.2bn. 

Nottingham-based East Mid- 
lands scoffed ai the price, saying 
it undervalued the Notting- 
ham-based electricity company’s 
prospects. Speculation that Do- 
minion might be prepared to 
come up with an increased of- 
fer pushed shares in East Mid- 
lands higher yesterday. They 
closed at 611p, up 72>p on the 
day, after touching 61S.5p in 
earlier exchanges. 
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Hogg misses a golden opportuni 




Sir Christopher Hogg has missed a 
golden opportunity to stamp his au- 
thority on Allied Domecq. a busi- 
ness crying out for a firm hand on 
the tiller. The City would have set- 
tled for either the clean slate that 
demerger would have represented 
or a management clear-out or both, 
but in the end it was offered onty a 
management-speak palliative 
(translation: we nave done a duff job 
and now we re ttying harder ). The 
shares dosed 14p lower at 454p. 

Sir Christopher gave a sensible 
justification for shunning demerg- 
er, which he neatly described as the 
“seductive option'* given the weight 
of investor hacking for the idea. It 
would have cost a fortune in fees, 
he said, and caused serious tax 
headaches, especially lor the spir- 
its arm which earns most of its prof- 
its overseas and would fall short on 
UK earnings to offset its advance 
corporation tax liability. 

Whai he didn't say explicitly, but 
almost certainly believes is that 
the current management is not up 
to the dual challenge of steering a 
steady trading course through tur- 
bulent conditions while preparing 
Allied for the big split. And of 
course if anyone knows what it takes 
to break up a large corporation it 
is Sir Christopher, who did (he job 
with such resounding success at 
Courluulds. 

What he did say yesterday, but 
soito iwr in case anyone actually 
heard, was that he was noL prepared 
to stand up and sell either business 
to investors as an independent en- 
tity. Neither the Baliantincs. Teach- 
ers and Beefeater spirits business, 
nor the Big Steak Pubs to Baskin 
Robbins and Dunkin Donuts retail 
arm are credible businesses on 
their own. Quite an indictment, but 
a refreshingly honest appraisal of the 
company he has inherited. 
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Results for the 12 months to Au- 
gust yesterday confirmed the diffi- 
culties facing the group. Even 
stripping out the change of year-end 
and the one-off costs of finally ex- 
tricating itself from brewing that dis- 
torted the figures in the table, 
underlying profits were 11 percent 
lower than a year previously; bit 
mainly by a 580.000-case destock- 
ing by US wholesalers. 

Spirits will continue to struggle 
against fiat volumes around the 
world with prices moving in line with 
low inflation at best, and wonyingly 
Allied appears to be coping less well 
with this trading backdrop than 
Guinness or GrandMet 

Retailing is well enough run. but 
it enjoys a less than exciting port- 
folio of brands including the on- 
memorable likes of Mr Q’s and 
Wicky Ware houses and is being left 
standing by the really sharp opera- 
tors like Whitbread. 

On the basis of forecast profits of. 
about £620m, the shares trade on 
a prospective price/eamings ratio of 
12 and offer a dividend yield of more 
than 6.5 per cent. Given the long up- 
hill slog ahead, that is not a harsh 
rating and the shares, which have 
underperformed the market by 40 
per cent over the past three years, 
are no more than fairly priced. 

Amersham is 
bubbling again 

Amersham International, the radio- 
active chemicals to pharmaceuticals 
group, seems to have recovered 
some of its poise since disappoint- 
ing the market with flat interim re- 
sults a year ago. Yesterda/s 43 per 
cent rise in interim profits to Sep- 
tember of £28 .4m beat expecta- 
tions and a half-way- dividend 
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hoisted 22 per cent to 6p reflected 
the group's bubbling optimism 
about the rest of this year and next. 

The figures received a one-off 
boost from the steady build up in 
the period of Amersbam’s stake in 
Nihon Medi-Physics^ a Japanese 
radio-pharmaceutical joint venture 
with Sumitomo Chemical, which 
chipped in £4 Jm in the half year. 

But thing s are going right for 
Amersham on several fronts. The 
£106m cost of the NMP holding now 
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looks cheap. Last year's profits 
growth of over 20 per cent is im- 
pressive enough, but the combina- 
tion of a ready-to-use version of 
Amersham 's Myoview heart imag- 
ing product from January with 
NMP’s marketing muscle opens up 
a Japanese market expected soon to 
be worth £40m. 

Meanwhile, the recent introduc- 
tion of Myoview to the US launches 
it on to the largest market in the 
world, valued at around £75m and 


growing atl5 per cent a year.Myo- 
view, which saw first halt sales soar : 
126 per cent, is set Uhemefge as 
Amersham’s lead product. ■- -f. 

But there was also good news for 
Ceretec, Amersham 's more elderly 
brain imaging agent, which - rc-. 
versed a three-year declih&-'kt ; 
duced by the launch of Du Font’s 
rival Neurolite. Overall, the stun- 
dy performance of AmershamTs 
branded products helped lift mar- 
gins in the healthcare divisiotrfronL 
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-Navys training requirements and 
Vosper Mdntecb which runs engi- 
neeriM winks far GCHQ. Vesper 
even runs Hampshire s carvers ser- 
vice. 

. The fruit? of the strategy were cw- 
- jdent m yesterday’s results for the 
■ six months to 30 September. Pretax 
, profits were 11 per cent ahead to 
£ 12 . 7 m on sales slighth' lower at 
JE107m. 

Almost two-thirds of sales are in 

export markets with the Middle atid 
ftr East particularly strong. In the* . 
first half, it delivered mine hunters 
■fo Saudi Arabia and fast-strikif 
craft to Qatar. . 

It is this business that is the key. 
Vbsper's order book currently 
stands at £4ttf)m and ihc group is ex- 
pected to report a steady increase 
m. profits until 199S. 

But it needs a new order soon to 

rc-assure investors about prospects 

after that. Chief executive Martin 
Jay is confident that such an order 
can be secured in the next three to 
six months. Prospects are encour- 
aging in the Middle and Far East, 
the company says. 

And Vosper has tendered for the 
fleet maintenance contract at 
Portsmouth Docks in conjunction 
with GEC, a contract which would 
be worth hundreds of millions of 
'pounds. 

The business still has £1 1 Ira of 
cash, some of wliich will be used for 
acquisitions in electronic controls 
and marine products, though there 
are no imminent purchases! 

The shares have been treading 
water recently though, as ever, they 
remain sensitive to new orders and 
volatility in export markets. 

• Assuming rail-year profits of 
£31m, the shares - up a penny yes- . 
terday at S36p - trade on an unde- 1. 
raanding forward rating of 13. 
’Worth holding. 
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THERE IS NO BENE! 


OF HINDSIGHT 


Unless, of course, you are Kenneth 
Clarke. Only the Treasury benefit trom 
a missed tax-saving opportunity 

But as your Chartered Accountants wiii 
happily show you., it s possible xo avoid 
every costly oversight and save you 
even more than they do a! ready. 

You simply involve them at the earliest 
opportunity. Before you sign on the 
dotted iine and sign away a tax break 
Before >ou make an investment vVithout 
investing in some expert advice. 

So if you d like to benefit from tax 
p*annmg as a whole, keep us in the loop. 
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land, ousted founder oh' 
Lonrho.isbecommg'ai^fle ■ 
odi Yesterd^rA^oSsy ’.n '/ 

brochure pkxppedon my,dcsk 

titled “RAV.nYdy* 7 

An 

page pamphlet, FraareseSTy4- t 
lard apologKestcfTK^-forhfir - 
“long and vidouscampa^C ' ~ 
against him under my name.” .. 

Nfiss Pollard;- an unerrhYV 2 
ployed mother of two, admits / 
she carried oula fouf-year ; :• 
anti-Tlny Rowland campaign '' . 
funded and organised by;-. • ' 
Mohamed A1 Fayed;. She ' C ’ 
■‘signed and disti&uted^ libel-* ; 
lous letters to members pf-, 
both Houses ofParliament, y>. 
the legal profession including 
judges, and thousands of • 
other influential people in • ’ . 
England and abroad' 2 
And an it goes. But Hang 
on a minute. The “apology" Is- - 




ago 


tion, bg j^ndidJyadmits that 
I thihgs couliFgp wrong. He ? 

- has asked'jhe vice-chancellor 
to agree to postpone his start 
datfrfroin 1 Jaifuaiy to 
IApriM997,- r - 
> / He, saysftai-iTthe position 
;h« not beeit'claiified by then 
"X wilbwfthflie greatest re- 
gpoV withdraw nay acceptance 
ofits {die schobJ's} offer.” 

Tfiis fe tricky, since Baroness 
Hogg is du£ to tlake over as 
duorWoman of London Eco- 
nonjics.on I JanuSiy .whatever 
happens. So il the business 
school is SGt^pered Mr Kay 
-Will “take aj tog holiday, write 
a book, and <fo tnts of wotk for 
London Economics. ,l*m not 
going to bedirat of .work.” 

Angered as lie is by the 


Business 


their beards. There's some 
consolation for the whiskers 
brigade, however. Over 80 per 
cent of men over 45 said that 
facial hair would not affect the 
level of trust they had in a 
man. 

So will Branson shave it off? 

Peter and Michael Kane - 
founded their Business Post ™ 
parcel delivery company 


based in Slough over 20 yers 
ago. Last year Peter steppe >J 
down as chairman, despite 
the fact that the company's 
shares have done very well 
Perhaps making money just 
gets boring after a while. Now 
Michael Kane has declared 
he is stepping down in March, 
and will go to live in Jersey. 





and Mohamed Ai Fayed 


signed ancLdated. 2SJuneX- 

1991. Why send it oul now, 
over five years later?. A ? 

Apparently it is aimed . at 
the House of Gbmmons Privi- 
leges Committee, which is in : * 
vestigatid| Mr Neil Hamfltbn 
MR to pomt out wtiat a thof- B 
ougWy nasty chap MrFayed is. 

“We feel the.ctwmnirteeT. V. 
needs reminding bfwhp . by 
they're dealing withA said ; Y "' 

Josie Rowlands, Thrif's mfei- 7- 
AU vexyqddL ■ 

John B^ay, whcEhas resfcned • : 
his job as chairman 'of thb far ■ 
fluentiat LondonEconoroJeS' 
consul tanCT in orcfeMobe-", 
come the first director .of-tlie . 
Said Business :SchooI m Ox^ 
ford, is a bitterfc dB^p^utfed' 
man . •■ . •• , .. -TLr. .y\\ ■ 

“Last Tuesday was &jfisash' 
trons day for Oxford/*. he, g . 
said, refenii^ ; ' 

vote against acceptrag : Wafc . . 
Saids £20m_donatic(n. for ffiel 
newschooL-:-.' . ] A' ;j v- v'-, - 1 ' 

While Mr Km^rtmaih^bjA - - 
timistic t har the* postal Votepf ’ 
Oxford’s 3,000 dons thissveck 
will overturn the earlier rejec- . 


yote.-Iie only, wants-the school 
to go.aheadlf ifgets'the full 
- £20m fittoMr Said. don't 

■ want- anything 1 half eock or 

■ -SKfcond rate, and neither does 
Mr: Said- . 

/ Bad iK^&tRidbardBrankin 
of ^gbt Alan Sugarof Spurs, 
entrejpreneiirPeij-r.de Savaiy. 

' Graham Dayffoinieriv of 

: Rover> atej the Duke of Kent 

TYophS women do not trust 
men with beards, hot are more 
: tolerant than their mafe - cou n- 

' forpartiwhen it comesfoca- 


- , - — " • 

; -atednonr shyg>'ai^ey7 
]t TBieistimy of 506 men and 
.Women of varying ages ryas 
Mridhotedby inSusenCGA 
EMrecL lt showed -that - ■ ! 

T^otoger-Women.displayed a 
■njariced aversion to bearded ' 
■iqen j 52 per cert said that 
■ th^ would haw less trust in a 
mart witfe a heard." ' , 

T .NO cfonbt this is why John 
■^derland chief executive of 
Cadbyry Schweppes, and- 
Roger. Myers, founder of Peli- 
Crttfqpw'qwfied by Whit- 
hread) have both shaved off 


So is he one of a growing 
band of chief executives who 
are heading for the exits to 
avoid a Labour tax bombshell? 
No, no. says Mr Kane, there 
are the charms of Jersey, the 
better climate, the kids will 
love it. the lower taxation- “HI 
be going anyway even if the 
Conservatives get back in.” 

Ironically if the Ibries do 
get re-elected, il could be a 
big opportunity for Business 
Prist, since it's in agoud posi- 
tion to profit from any pri- 
vatisation of the Royal MaH 

SBC Warburg re-jigged its 
emerging markets operations 
in the Fir East yesterday. 
Rodney Ward has spent some 
lime integrating SBC and 4 . 
Warburg in Asia, and he is W 
now returning to Europe to 
revamp emerging markets 
orations here. Mr Ward is 
succeeded by Luqnran 
Arnold, who joins from 
Banque Paribas, where he 
was head of the business de- 
velopment department. 

John Willcock 
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Berisford parts from broker after profits warning d fammw 
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stunned the stock market with 
a profit warning, has Suddenly 
Parted company with its long- 
ue stockbroker, ABN Amro 
Hoare GoveiL Although 
Hoare played down the split 
there is little doubth resigned 
it felt uncomfonable 
with Berisford’s trading per- 
formance and its shares slump; 
the price is at a year's low of 
103 p against 268 p Last year. 

In. September, at around 
the tune of the profit warning. 
Hoare’s chairman, Peter Mein- 
ertzhagen, admitted the secu- 
rities bouse bad experienced a 
difficult third quarter but said 
market- m aking losses were “a 
lot less” than a rumoured 
£ 20 m. The shares which were 
thought to have caused Hoare 
so much trouble were Beris- 
ford, Hanson, Iceland and the 
suspended ‘Wickes. 

Since Alan Bowkett started 
to transform Berisford, a for- . 
mer commodities group, it hag 


raised, through Hoare, £ 58 . 7 m 
to take over the Magnet 
kitchen operation and Sen, 
with a loan stock, £ 334 m, 
largely to fund the takeover of 
. Welbik, a US maker of com- 
mercial kitchen equipment. 

An industrial dispute at 
Magnet and a downturn in the 
US were blamed for the profit 
warning when expectations for 
the year ended September 
were cut to £ 25 m from £ 33 m. 
Barclays de. Zoete Wedd has 
taken over as Berisford 's bro- 
ker. 

The rest of the market ma/fo 
hesitant progress with RwLsie 
up 19.9 points to 3,9343 with 
the latest interest rate com- 
ments of Bank of England 
Governor Eddie George cre- 
ating more caution. 

The Retail Consortium's 
October survey helped retail- 
ers although much of Dixons’ 
lS 3 p gain to 566 p was due to 
a story of a Kingfisher bid. The 
confusion could have been 
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caused by Kingfisher’s £5 lm af- 
ternoon swoop on United Util- 
ities retail arm. 

Burton was actively traded 
whh talk of an institutional sell- 
er, possibly UBS. There were 
also rumours of a bid for 
House of Fraser. It was enough 
to lower the shares 33 Sp to 
1443 p. 

The proposed French in- 
surance merger between Axa 
and UAF lifted insurance 

shares with Son Life & Provin- 
cial, controlled by UAP, up 65 p 
to 244 . 5 p. 

Allied Domecq’s poor fig- 
ures left the shares down 14 p 
to 454 p. Since chairman Sir 
Christopher Hogg let it be 
known over the weekend that 


he had rejected thoughts of a 
. demerger the shares have lost 
30 _ 5 p. 

Guinness frothed up 8 op to 
445 _ 5 p as stories resurfaced 
that LVMH was moving to- 
wards placing all or part of its 
21 per cent interest, ft was sug- 
gested a number of securities 
nooses had talked to the 
French group but had been un- 
able to agree a price. With its 
thirst to expand the French 
group is thought to be keen to 
raise cash and it is coming 
round to the view that Guin- 
ness represents its cash cow. 

Enrudisc Electron feu a fur- 
ther 15 . 5 p to 1383 p following 
a warning of lower interim 
profits but WhnDe Storeys, a 


maker of survival equipment, 
jumped 42 pto 5 Q 3 op on a 473 
per cent profit advance and 
bullish statement. 

Vodafone fell 53 p to 2393 p 
despite confident noises from 
Merrill Lynch, suggesting a 
2 S 0 p target price. A buyer of 
call options lifted BT 2 p to 
359 p. 

BAT Industries, up 6 p at 
426 p, and Imperial Group, 
53 p to 364 p. drew encour- 
agement from a leading US in- 
vestment fund’s derision not to 
sell its tobacco shareholdings 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries rose 12 p to 7793 p on 
Credit Lyonnais Laing support 
but an investment presentation 
did little for P&O, off 13 p to 
598 p. East Midlands Elec- 
tricity ended 73 p higher at 
Slip as talks started with po- 
tential US bidder. Dominion 
Resources. 

Pearson rose 12 _ 5 p to 729 p 
in belated response to the new 
Henderson Crosthwahe break- 


up valuation of 970 p. EMI, the 
showbiz group, gained 24 p to 
1373 p ahead of interim fig- 
ures scheduled for next week. 
The shares have failed to live 
up 10 expectations since the de- 
merger from Lhe Thom rental 
operation. They have fallen 
from l, 4 S 6 p as Use rumoured 
bidder failed to appear and 
worries have grown about in- 
creasing competition. 

Capital Radio remained out 
of tone following its bid for lhe 
My Kin da Town restaurant 
chain. Its shares fell a further 
25 p to 5523 p. 

Yates Brothers Wine 
Lodges, an unsuccessful bidder 
for the Ibm Cobleigh pubs 
chain, is raising £ 73 to, placing 
shares through Panin ure Gor- 
don ax 3 S 5 p. The price firmed 
to 3923 p. British Biotech 
slipped to 2263 p. Greig Mid- 
dleton remain bullish. Analysis 
suggest a fair value price of 
502 p. rising to 742 p by the end 
of next year. 


□ Ofex continues to attract 
newcomers. Latest are North- 
star Securities, a property 
group, and Recall, a car au- 
dio firm that has developed a 
vehicle security system. 
Northstar is raising £ 33 m, 
selling units of five shares 
and one warrant at LZ 5 p. it is 
buying the 3 M pension fund's 
property portfolio for £ 10 . 5 m. 
Recall is raising £ 900 , 000 , 
selling shares at 15 p. Its au- 
dio business is profitable; the 
cash wifi be used to develop 
the security system which im- 
mobilises a vehicle. 

□ Sunderland could be (he 
next Premiership football 
chib to seek a stock market 
presence. It is thought to 
have appointed NM Roth- 
schild and Charterhouse 
Tllney to advise on a flota- 
tion. Bob Murray the club's 
chief executive. Is thought to 
be keen to bring the club to 
market 
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sport 


Stanford Arms struggle to beat last 
season’s tally of minus two points 


A word of warning to those 
Premiership sides who think 
an open cheque book is the 


^slian open cheque book is the 
passport to success. Before forking 
out the price of a Canaletto for 
some foreigner with an unpro- 
nounceable name, they should heed 
die lesson of Nomads FC from the 
Norwich Lads and Minors League. 
In an effort to bring a run of poor 
results to an end. Nomads forked 
out 25p for a new goalie. It didn't 
work. They lost every game and fin- 
ished the 1 972 season with 1 1 goals 
for and 431 against, an impressive 
tally from just 20 matches. 

Nomads, not surprisingly, fin- 
ished the season with no points. And 
for more than 20 years, their per- 
formance has allowed the most in- 
ept dub to draw some comfort - 
“Well, at least we didn’t do as badly 
as Nomads." But another East 
Anglian club has surpassed this 
legendary achievement, finishing 
Iasi season in the Lowestoft Sun- 
day League with minus two points. 

In the circumstances, it might 
have been reasonable for Stanford 
Arms FC to change their name, sack 
their manager, pull in a few ringers 


or simply disband. The side did 
none of these. Battered but un- 
bowed, they took a positive view of 
their ignominious relegation. It 
would gwe the side a chance to con- 
solidate, to rebuild and to compete 
in less competitive waters. 

Now it would be unfair to judge 
their progress so early in the sea- 
son. But sadly, the side officially 
recognised by die Football Associ- 
ation as Britain’s worst dub are on 
course to maintain the title. Seven 
league games and a couple of cup 
ties along the road, and Stanford 
Anns have lost every match. 

Even their sponsor, Brian Cook, 
who faithfully turns up for every 
match - “athough not too early or 
they have me running the line" - is 
somewhat critical of their form. 
“How would I describe them? Well 
crap is the word that immediately 
comes to mind," he said. 

Gook took over the small Lowes- 



KEITH ELLIOTT 


at large 


toft pub three years ago. “When I 
started, we haa quite a good team, 
and a couple of seasons ago they 
were runners-up in the Second 
Division.” Then it all went wrong. 

In such circumstances, the boss 


is the obvious scapegoat. Since 42- 
year-old Graham Budcenham took 
over as Stanford Anns manager, 
their record has been almost as bad 
as the memorable Stockport. Uni- 
ted squad, who lost 39 successive 
league and cup matches in the 
Stockport League between Sep- 
tember 1976 and February 1978. 

“Our worst defeat last season was 
14-0 in a cup match, while it was 9-0 
in a league match," Budcenham re- 
calls. “But we weren’t as bad as all 
that. We ran a couple of the top 


teams dose, and only lost 2-1 to 
AFC Railway, who are one of the 
best teams in our league. 

“The trouble was that our ex- 
manager said at the start of last 
season that we wouldn't be putting 
in a team, so many of the players 
drifted away. 

“1 just sort of inherited the job 
and had to put a team together at 
short notice. I knew we were going 
to struggle because the standard is 
hi gh in the First Division. A lot of 
players turn out for sides like 
Lowestoft and Yarmouth” 

Amazingly, Stanford Arms drew 
their first match last season. But, 
from then, it was a head-long 
plunge downhill. “We always had 
-problems raising a team, because we 
only bad IS to choose from. Our 
goalie didn't always turn up, and we 
often bad only nine or 10 players. 
Even I played' almost every match. 

“On one occasion, we lost three 
points because we were penalised 
for calling-off a match at too short 
notice." Hence their points tally. 

Their supporters never wavered 
in their loyalty, despite having 
precious little to applaud. “As well 


as Brian, there’s Robbie, Billy, 
Ken and Suzanne who turn up for 
all oux matches. We usually have ai 
least haifa dozen," Buckedhamsays 
proudly. And the side won a cou- 


? le of cup matches, including an 
1-1 victory against Dukes Hotel 


11-1 victory against Dukes Hotel 
FC, "though they only had seven 
men" Buckenbam admits. 

The league was a different mat- 
ter. Defeat followed defeat But it 
never occurred to the players that 
they had doneso badly until (he FA 
officially announced that Stanford 
Anns FC had the worst record of 
all the 42,000 teams under its juris- 
diction. “Then we got more pub- 
licity than the team that won the 
league," said Liam Holmes, one of 
the regular players. 



Stanford Arms manager Graham Bucten^ IS 

players, Lfcm Holmes, retax In tradHwnal style Ftotogeaph. Peter Jay 


Amazingly, their dismal form 
s done mem no harm at alL “At 


has done them no harm ax all “At 
the start of this season, a lot of 
youngsters asked if they could play 
for us,” Buckenham said. "Wfe’ve 
now got 28 players, a regular goalie 
and 1 can even have subs.” 

However, it hasn't put them 
bade to winning ways, lb make 
things worse, they have lost their 
star scorer. Jonathan Thompson, 


who got seven of their 11 league 
gpals last season. 

Budcenham says that bad luck 
has been a factor -“We even lost 
our centre-forward when he pulled 
a muscle in the warm-up” -but he 
is unwilling to change a losing for- 
mula. “We don’t have extra train- 
ing or anything like that. We just go 
out and enjoy it.” 

Holmes is miffed at the very sug- 
gestion. “Some people take their 
football a lot too seriously. They 
think it is more important to get 
their name in the paper.” 

He is fiercely supportive of the 


manager, and bridle s at .a ny sug- 
<»estion that new leadership might 
bait their losing sequence. “It's 
not his fault. Graham tells us what 
we're doing wrong and I nearly al- 
ways agree with him. We. have to 
learn to play as a team. The trou- 
ble is, a lot of heads go down when 
we’re losing 3-0 or 4-0 at half-time. 

“But it will come. We have good 
players. It is just a matter of confi- 
dence. If we win a match, 1 think 
that could turn the comer. It could 
even be the next game. Then 
again, it might take three or four 
seasons." 


Wright’s mission 


of discovery 


Football 


lan Wright is learning French to 
help him stay on "the same 
wavelength as Patrick Vieira, the 
new hero of Highbury. 

Vieira, the £3.5m French 
Under-2i international who 
has already become a big 
favourite with the Arsenal sup- 
porters after just eight match- 
es, aims to supply more 
ammunition for Wright in the 
third-round Coca-Cola Cup re- 
play at home to Stoke tonight. 

Wright, who has scored 13 


goals already this season, said: 
“Patrick has been a brilliant ad- 
dition to the team for me. He 
has set up some great chances 
for me with his passing, espe- 
cially the goals 1 got against 
Middlesbrough and Blackburn 
recently." 

Vieira, who was actually bom 
in Senegal has been given the 
nickname “What" by the Arse- 
nal players. It is his usual reply 
to their questions as he strug- 
gles to leam the English lan- 
guage. 

“He’s trying, but I thought I 
would have a go at picking up 


Strachan makes his 


managerial debut 


Gordon Strachan goes into his 
first match as Coventry City's 
manager admitting the fear of 
being branded a failure has 
spurred him on over the years. 

The former Scottish in- 
ternational stepped up last 
week after Ron Atkinson was 
unexpectedly elevated to be- 
come the clubs’ director of 
football. 

Tonight’s Coca-Cola Cup 
third-round replay against 
Gillingham is the start of a new 
career and Strachan said: "It re- 
mains to be seen whether I shall 
be a good manager. 

“I will work at it as I worked 
at my game as a player. I moti- 
vated myself by being scared of 
having a bad game, or of making 
a fool of myself in front of a big 
crowd. It will be the same as a 
manager. 

“How can I be as good a 
manager as Alex Ferguson or 
Howard Wilkinson or George 
Graham at present? I have not 
had their experience. 

“They would probably spot 
mistakes a lot earlier than I wilL 
But 1 can buy myself time and 
leam from mv mistakes as they 
have done." 

Strachan says there will be 
few changes in personnel. He 
does not intend to sell, but he 
wants to strengthen his squad. 

Dion Dublin and Noel Whe- 
lan. who were allegedly in- 
volved in a scuffle at Atkinson's 
farewell party lasl week, will 
start the match. 

Jim Stannard returns in goal 
for the Third Division side be- 
cause Jonathan Gould has been 
recalled by Bradford and in de- 
fence Mark Harris replaces 


Guy Butters, who is cup-tied. 
Ray Wilkins has signed an- 


Ray Wilkins has signed an- 
other one month’s contract 
with Hibernian after consulting 
with senior players at Easter 
Road. Jocky Scott, the caretaker 
manager, said the 40-year-old 
former England midfielder 
asked for advice from bis team- 
mates before agreeing a new 
deal. 

“Ray is flying up on a Thurs- 
day to be with us, training on a 
Friday and playing on the Sat- 
urday,” Scott said . “He felt that 
the other players might resent 
that, but they gave him the 
thumbs up." 

Uefa has demanded a foil re- 
port from the Portuguese Foot- 
ball Federation over allegations 
of bribery and match rigging in 
a European Cup- Whiners’ Cup 
game 12 years ago. 

Fernando Barata. the former 
coach of the First Division side 
Farense. admitted this week 
that he bad acted as a go-be- 
tween to bribe a Romanian 
referee when Porto beat Aber- 
deen in the 19S4 semi-final of 
the competition, when Alex 
Ferguson was in charge of the 
Scottish side - the holders of the 
Cup. 

Bara la said that he paid the 
referee before the first-leg 
game, which the Portuguese 
dub won 1-0. at the request of 
Porto’s chairman Jorge Nuno 
Pinto da Costa, who denies the 
charge. Porto wenl on lo lose 
the final 2-1 to Juventus. 

Ucfa's head of international 
competition, Rene Eberle, has 
asked the Portuguese federation 
to respond to the allegation that 
Pinto da Costa rigged the 


a few French phrases from him 
at the same time. It can only 
help our understanding," said 
WrigfaL 

The 33-year-old striker is 
aware that his side face anoth- 
er tough task to knock out the 
First Division Potteries team, 
who were good value for a bat- 
tling 1-1 draw in the original 
game at the Victoria Ground 
three weeks ago. “They will be 
even more up for this one at 
Highbury, especially as it is 
live on television," said Wight, 
who scored Arsenal’s late 
equaliser to earn the replay. 

Mike Sheron, whose goal 
put Stoke ahead, is ready for an- 
other solo mission. He is like- 
ly to be their lone striker in front 
of a five-man midfield which 
manager Lou Macari is again 
expected to employ. 

“We faced a tall order at our 
place and it will be even taller 
tomorrow night But if we can 
keep things tight early on we will 
have a fighting chance. The 
longer we keep them out the 
more their supporters will get 
anxious, and with someone like 
Mike Sheron around we wfll al- 
ways have a chance of pinching 
a goal,” Macari said. 

Stoke's Northern Ireland 
full-back Nigel Worthington is 
doubtful with an injury collect- 
ed on World Cup duty against 
Germany and the Italian Mirko 
Taccola. who is on loan, could 
make a surprise debut 

The Gunners are virtually 
certain to be unchanged 
tonight, with Dennis Bergkaxnp, 
the Netherlands’s hat-trick hero 
against Wales, John Hartson, 
Tbiiy Adams. David Seaman, 
David Platt and Wright all un- 
scathed by World Cup duty. 

Paul Mersoa. who was a late 
withdrawal from England’s trip 
to Georgia through a groin in- 
jury, is back in training again, 
while Hartson, although still 
serving a three-match suspen- 
sion in the Premiership, is eli- 
gible for Coca-Cola Cup action 
but not Saturday’s League trip 
to Manchester United. 

Ally McCoist goes into one 
of the most crucial Old Firm 
derbies of the past decade to- 
morrow ready to claim yet an- 
other scoring record. The 
Rangers striker is just one short 
of equalling Gordon Wallace's 
post-war Scottish League 
record of 264 goals. An added 
incentive is the fact that the 
meeting with Celtic at Parkhead 
is being broadcast live on satel- 
lite television. 



Nefl Price (right) urges on his Hendon side: The pressure is not on us. This could be a real banana skin for Cardiff 


Photograph: Adam Scott 


Price’s Wembley memories on hold 


The tradition- 
al approach of 
minnows in 
the FA Cup is 
to talk up the 
opposition for 

» cup feaiof ^8°^ 

COUNTDOWN 

1____ Nefl Price does 

not believe in the traditional 
approach. 

"You have got to have a cut- 
throat attitude," the Hendon 
manager said, as he prepared his 
team tor their first-round tie at 
Ninian Park on Saturday. “If you 
go into these games like a mug, 
you may as well pin some don- 
key ears on and let them laugh 
at you. There’s no way we’ll be 
going to Cardiff like that. 

“With all respect to Cardiff 
City, they are not exactly Man- 
chester United, are they? Out- 
side the Premiership, the 
standard in football has squeezed 
up. Most of our lads have played 
at a good level and I really don’t 
think we are far off them.” 

Which is fighting talk coming 
from a manager whose team is 
bottom of the Ids Premier Divi- 


sion. But, having played in an FA 
Cup final, perhaps Price knows 
a thing or two about the vagaries 
of knock-out competition. 

His moment of glory was as 
Witford’s left-back in the 1984 
final against Evertoo. Luck 
played its part in his career 
when injuries to W2f Rosaon led 
to a short but spectacular spell 
with the Vicarage Road club. 
Price made 11 appearances in 
the No 3 shirt playing against 
Manchester United, Arsenal 
(twice), Levski Spartak, Sparta 
Prague, a Cup semi-final at Vil- 
la Park against Plymouth... and 
then the Cup final itself. 

“It was a gpod day out, school- 
boy dreams fulfilled and all that, 
but it just went over my head. We 
were a really young side, espe- 
cially the back four. 1 was 20 and 
the other lads were about the 
same age. Don’t remember 
moth about it 

TM; went 2-0 down and 1 came 
off but we weren’t that bothered. 
Graham flaylorj wanted it to be 
a great day out fir everybody. Ws 
didn’t expect to win, and just 
made up the numbers." 


Kevin Grogan finds 
Hendon's manager 
confident of causing 
concern in Cardiff 


Price doesn’t talk much about 
the Cup final and doesn't men- 
tion it to the players (“they’d 
think I was a right down"). 
Still, he is not the only one to 
have links with Wembley. 

The dub did indeed regard it- 
self as tbe Manchester United of 
amateur football in the 1950s 
and 60s. and made the five-mile 
trip to the stadium on seven oc- 
casions, six more than their 
Welsh opponents. A crowd of 
100,000 watched Hendon 
against Bishop Auckland in 1955 
in the FA Amateur Cup final. In 
more recent times, Hendon 
made the third round of the FA 
Cup ini 974, holding Newcastle 
to a 1-1 draw at St James' Park. 

Alas, die days of big crowds 
were over, tbe ciab floundered 
financially and were put up for 
sale in 1994. Five days before clo- 
sure, millionaire Ivor Arbiter, 


whose company distributes 
Fender guitars, stepped in, 
bringing Price and his assistant, 
Richard Parian, to Hendon in 
November last year. 

“Wheawe arrived here, it was 
like bloody Golditz, barbed wire 
and broken glass everywhere. 
Now the commercial side is go- 
ing well, the banqueting suite 
should be ready in January, 
which will also be used as a youth 
club. We have a good relation- 
ship with the council and we are 
on a solid footing.” 

Attendances now do not come 
dose to tbe level of the 50s, bov^ 
1 ering around the 400-maric, but 
the masterplan is to increase tbe 
capacity and get into the Vaux- 
hall Conference. “Ivor has giv- 
en me money to strengthen the 
team. We’ve got a decent side 
and players like Junior Lewis and 
Jermaine Darlington are as good 
as most pbytas in the Conference 
or the Third Division. 

“We've got lots of games in 
hand because we are in five cup 
competmoiK- OK, the league po- 
sition looks bad but we have only 
lost twice in 15 games." 


Hendon are now in only four 


cups, having lostto Sutton Unit- 
ed at home In the FA Umbro 


ed at home In the FA Umbro 
Trophy last Saturday. Price ad- 
mitted that they were lucky to 
keep the score down to 31 as the 
majority of players were think- 
ing more in tenns of Cardiff than 
Claremont Road. 

"It’s annoying. You prepare 
them correctly and they play like 
that. Still, they know they were 
rubbish. We missed Curtis 
[Wmnington, the club captain] 
at tbe back bat hell be back: for 
Saturday. But, let’s face it, the 
pressure is not on us. This could 
be a real banana shin for Cardiff. 
They lost to Enfield at this stage 
two years ago. 

“Dover of the Vauxhafi Con- 
ference didn’t show us any re- 
spect in the third qualifying 
round. We went there and beat 
them 1-0. Some journalist from 
the Rfestem Post or something in 
Whies phoned me up and said-fl^ 
‘Have you got any chance?’ 
Cheeky so-and-so. Of course wo* 
have got a great chance and weff 
are going to push them hloody 


United deny bid for Bierhoff 




MME the most 
of my savings and 
b investments? . 



Turn to 


Money 


Manchester United have denied 
they have made a £12m bid for 
i the German striker Oliver Bier- 
hoff. saying the claim was 
“completely unfounded". 

Reports from Italy said that 
Bierhoffs&Ta?^ dub, Udincse, 
had rebuffed an approach from 
United for the 2S-year-olcL who 
scored Germany’s “golden 
goal" winner in the final of the 
Euro 96. 

On a busy day for their re- 
buttal unit. United also denied 
that Alex Ferguson has agreed 
a five-year deal with Erik Nev- 
land, a Norwegian trialisL Nev- 
land, who is to return to Norway 
to complete one year's national 
service, scored hat-tricks in 
both of his appearances for 
United's A and reserve sides. 

The Premiership champions 
arc to allow flags into the 
ground when Juventus visit Old 
Trafford for next Wednesday’s 
Champions 1 League game. 

Ken Ramsden, a United 


spokesman, said: “There is no 
blanket ban on flags as many 
people suspect, as long as they 
are small, what we do object to 
are large flags on poles which 
obstruct people’s view of the 
game.” 

Perhaps that might alleviate 
the worries of the chib’s Inde- 
pendent Supporters’ Associa- 
tion, vfiiich has voiced its conoern 
about the lade of atmosphere at 
the ground. **We want to see a 
return to the days when sup- 
porters sang and chanted to 
urge the team on instead of sit- 
ting there waiting for something 
to happen before they make a 
sound.” a spokesman said. 

Barcelona have denied re- 
ports that they are still inter- 
ested in signing David Ginola 
from Newcastle. They admitted 
they tried tosign the player dur- 
ing the summer, but were put 
off by the high price being 
asked for Him. 

Several Spanish newspapers 


reported a transfer was possi- 
ble after Ginola’s agent was 
seen in the president's box at 
Barcelona’s game against 
Atletico Madrid on Saturday. 

Bolton Wanderers have con- 
firmed an interest in Chelsea's 
Mark Hugheys should he find 
himself out of favour at Stam- 
ford Bridge after the arrival of 
Gianfranco Zola. Colm Tbdd, 
the manager on the First Divi- 
sion leaders, said: "We en- 
quired about the player in the 
summer only to be told he 
wasn’t available. If and when 
that changes, we would be in- 
terested as we would with any 
good players.” 

Bolton already have one 
Welsh striker at Burn den Park, 
Nathan Blake, but he is rated 
doubtful for the league game 
at Birmingham tonight. Blake 
missed his country’s World 
Cup qualifier against the 
Netherlands on Saturday with 
an ankle problem. . 


Fans pay less 
for France 98 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Spectators will pay less to watch 
the 1998 World Cup finals in 
France compared to the Unit- 
ed States in 1994. 

The cheapest ticket for a first- 
round game wfll cost Erl45 (£19) 
and half vail be priced at Fi250 
(£33) or less. A seal at the final 
wdl cost from £46 to £393. In the 
United States, the lowest-priced 
ticket for the final was £133. 

Tickets for the 55 round- 
robin games will go on sale on 
27 November, but more than a 
quarter of the two mitlin n tick- 
ets have already been bought by 
members of the French football 
community in advance sales. 

Almost half the tickets will be 
available to the French public 
and foreign tour operators, with 
the rest for national federations, 
sponsors and organisers. Hie 1 
500,000 tickets for the ope ning 
game and ceremonies as weD as 
the quarter-finals, semi-finals 
and final go on safe neat autumn i 


Football 

7.30 iniess sffifad 
WORLD CUP GROUPS* 
3w*!vsowktocaao)___ 

«? renersbj 

COCA-C OU CUP THgamoUWP REPLAYS 
AqmbbJv Stole* (7.45) 

v omngban rr.m — 

LtatpoeX v Ctarttnn (7.4S) 

JWnOMMDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
HRSrMVBWM 


NORIHSM COUN1ES EAST LEAGUE PiMt- 
g wf* C np thtrd romto Pengfay y QBpmft Es- 

1£A8UE0F WALESSatMTt LM0MCMMC- 
orel roenti tSnet leg: Onion Fairy v TcnPirtra: 
Camwhen v m CWte-TM Cansft Cew * 
Uar^neffrao; Wt«pooi » Carrurfwv . 
PONTtNS LEAGUE FM MMbk BacttoolvftW 
vato (7.01: Hudderdteki v Prmon f7DK *»■ 
v swwnd t7.0). aacoad B MHy 
Ba^vQniT« V (7.CB;?BufnJe ) r*Yart£74Sli 


jjjnnkuhain v BoUbb (7-4sy 

Mancftaafr C«y y Ostfbrt UM [7.4«) _ 


WeatarowM* v SbrfTWdOw 
* Johnsons* East W*f7.46) 


aggaasaasatwr 


"Wom w Hub (7.01. DM DnWOR OwWg 1 
v Che aar l?.Ok Doncaster v won 1 TM; 
Rnmuaie v Chesnrfau 17.0J; Swftvwtfi »&»¥ 
tT.tft; Scunthorpe v watasi (MU. 

AVON INSURANCE CQMBHATIOHrMDM*o« 
j*wa oty » Swansea; Nonwar v SwNnvimn: 
Warmth v Brans tam t rjOk wmedan v 
Canirti OJ* (at Mxgri tan*). 

J*WUTH CUP Flnt rauHt MeH V BOKM* 
Wood: tapron * Watfeto IMS: E w* « 
Souwao- 


If .*31. 

XW&OW EA STERN LEAGUE pnutof n M. I ~ y 

StownartmvwnnitairMr.as). 


Rugby Union 


iwict v wmftam rr.asj. 


. -T-"— ***** *'** nmnaj 
and (7.251: CcnrccfttvAiOTOto 


wound. Goftravj: Cormacnr Under -22 « New. j4. 
^^^Ui«to 2iili(nfj)C>WdvRir«.<»- 


aajaBaEJsaSjSfjHt 


ussBumueS 


£g*W«MH CW 3K CwflUT V 

Basketball 


'*' WST0ML SAD K£XT LEAGUE Fk*t DNkw 

S™ 1 ?* BBBHBfr NORTHERN l£MU£ 
H y. 1 ** ? *** B nrt gn g tc n Tamm v Ctook 
Mnjgni tytttHa v t» l** WNeNan JgS 


warosra uhub Lemsw min v Homa 
5 Wathra Ro«w rao>. 

BjWJre« CUR E*ae umocn Tanwvvu w 
IG eon (B.O). 





Other sports 
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sport 



1 RACING: The National Hunt season has shoved the Rat aside and the chill in the air heralds the return of favourite jumpers. 
Here, the leading trainers tell Ian Davies of the horses from their yards which should reward followers in the coming months 

Stable advice to follow through the winter 


KIM BAILEY 

“AJderbrook is very well and wiD 
go for the Fighting Fifth Hur- 
dle at Newcastle at the end of 
the month. We have no zeal ex- 
cuse for his defeat by Collier 
Bay in the Champion Hurdle 
i last March - he ran to form with 
1 - the others in the race and was 
simply beaten by a better horse 
l on the day. But we are going to 
P* have another go and be wiD 
have a total of no more than 
four races leading up to next 
year’s Champion. After that, the 
horse retires to stud. Scoundrel 
has won his two bumpers this 
season and should do well over 
hurdles. He will be effective 
from two to three mfles and win 
be best on good or fast ground. 
He probably won’t go in the 
mud." 

TOBY BALDING 
“Proud Toby is a well-related 
gelding by Lancastrian and is a 
winning pain t-to-poin ter who I 
think a lot of. He will go novice 
' chasing in about three weeks 1 
time and wfll be suited by two 
and a half to three milea. He will 
go on any ground bnt would not 
; be risked on firm. Kendal Cav- 
• alier. won a three miles and 
i three furlongs novices' hurdle 
; at Newton Abbot on heavy 
ground last week and stays re- 
i ally well. He’s an improving 
horse and should win more 
races when the emphasis is on 
stamina. He has an entry at 
‘ Cheltenham on Sunday." 

CHARLIE BROOKS 
\ “Sony Bay has been waiting for 
r soft ground and if we don’t get 
it between now and the Hen- 
nessy then he could go straight 
for the race without arun which 
would not be ideal. I'm a pesr 
simist by nature and just hope 
the horse stays sound and gets 


* * 
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a lot of soft ground throughout 
the winter, u be does, he could 
go for some of the long-distance- 
staying handicap cha a y later on 
— he stays five and a half miles. 
Country Star is a useful hurdler 
who could go chasing later on. 
He runs in a two mile handicap 
at Cheltenham this weekend He 
is suited by anything from good 
to soft to good to firm ground 
and would not be suited by ex- 
tremes of going. He’s the sort 
1 might take to race in Italy at 
some stage." 

hmeasterby 

“Simply Dashing jumped well 
on bis chasing debut at Market 
Rase n recently and, although he 
made a mistake when he re- 
turned there Iasi Friday, that 
was the first time he has ever hit 
a fence and I was Hftlighrwl with 
him. His best form last season 
over hurdles was at around two 
and a half miles but he has the 
speed to win over two miles and 
the stamina to stay three. Chop- 
well Curtains wfll make a de- 
cent staying novice chaser. He 
pleased me when-finishing three 
lengths second to The Last 
Fling atlftfetheiby first time out 


The curtain closed on the flat's turf season at Folkestone on 
Monday, jump racing takes centre stage a nd the time has crane 
for the top National Sunt trainers to map out win nn iumpaign 

(flans for their brightest winter prospects. Some have reason 
to believe that championship races at Cheltenham next March 
are within their grasp, others will be laying out their horses 
for the major handicaps, while others hope that their charges 
can nmnp a sequence ofwins in novice company With patience, 


following a list ofhorses can be a fascinating alternative to form- 
book study - and can throw np long-priced winners. The list 
of trainers' Flat horses to follow, published in the Independent 
In March, yielded the winners of 25 races on the level - Sqjnd 
came good only when switched to hurdles -and showed a pre- 
tax profit of £43.16 to a £1 level stake. Successes included Am- 
fortas, at 66 - L in Royal Ascot’s King Edward VII Stakes, 
Nmtsharpa (14-1), Jumairah Sunset (12-1) and Tkrawa ( 10 - 1 ). 



Gamfotfo: Worcester Gate 


and will need all of three miles 
over fences. Soft ground suits 
frim weH” 

DAVID EXSWORTH 
“Neat Feat is a nice sort who 
won bumpers at Worcester and 
Sandonnlast season. He wfll be 
better for finishing five lengths 
second in a novice contest at 
Win can ton on Saturday and 
should soon go one better. He 
wfll be suited by two to two and 
ahalf miles and is best on a fair- 
ly sound surface. Fionans Flut- 
ter is a very lightly raced 
eight-year-old, in fact he has 
ouy run four times in his life. 
He is going to make a novice 
chaser and will stay further 
than two miles. He needs some 
give in the ground.” 

DAVDJ GANDOLFO 
“ Seymours wilt, who won a 
novices' hurdle over two and 
threequarter miles by a short- 
head at Newton Abbot last 
week, promises to stay three 
miles. He will continue to run 
overhurdles until we feel he has 
achieved as much as he can in 
that sphere and then go over 
fences. He isweD suited by soft 
ground. Around the Gale, who 
won at Bangor recently, should 
hopefully be able to pick up 
some decent novice chase 
prizes. He should stay three 
miles and is another who goes ■ 
well on soft ground. He runs in 
a valuable event at Worcester 
[today]’"' 


JOSH GIFFORD 
“Major Summit won three 
times in novice company last 
season and should make a de- 
cent handicap. chaser this sea- 
son. He goes for a race over two 
and a half mfles at Ascot a week 
on Friday, but will stay a trip. 
He is suited by good pimping 
ground and won’t mind a bit of 
cut. Grooving, who was a fair 
hurdler, made his novice chas- 
ing debut at Sandown on Sat- 
urday and only got as far as the 
first fence. Hopefully, be will 
have learned from that and 
will win races over fences. He 
acts on any going but firm.” 

MICKY HAMMOND 
“I bought Lay Hie Blame at the 
recent Newmarket 'Horses In 
. "framing Sales. A Sturdy three- 
year-old by Reprimand, he was ' 
a fair performer at six furlongs 
for WIIHe Jarvis and looked the 
type to stay further on the Eat. 
He should stay two miles over 
hurdles. Monksaan, who won 
his only point-to-point in Ireland 
and also landed a 24-nnmer 

hum p gr then*. will make a ehas - 

er. He may run at Ayr on Sat- 
urday." 

PHILIP HOBBS 
“Warner For Players won a 
Newton Abbot maiden bumper 
easily in soft ground bade in 
April and makes his novice 
hurdles debut in the opening 
race at Worcester [today]. He 
likes soft ground and is going to 




1XX) Mighty Moss 
L30 King Lucifer 
ZOO United Front 
Z30 Wfstey Wonder 


HYPERION 

3jOO Count Of Flanders (nb) 

330 Jewel THef 

4j00 Po mi ndross . . 


I WORCESTER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) £1^000 
added 2m 7T 120yds Penalty Value £12388 

216332 BAMOT <GU) (Ms LBKaQJ Sprang 211 1 0 

125105- flUnBKtPJ0E<22$(RCFfMDMM*anff£U A 

421111- CASlLaHin£«eH (203) (P KBsta, MCdwn, TCurtf P Nett* 7 11 m P McCoy 


610663- COOllWMSt (233} (GeraMNDcM tttS Nock 6111- 
4 MCHaiPeiON C14)(rvCUati UL 


-RBrtraqr 

-TJ 


GOING: Good, 

■ LeEt-harel rtmn*-, kwt wkh long Straight emy luma add a one furimg ron-ln. 

■ Course bfan the A443by tiw RfrcrSeman. Worcester (JVwegHe Sk) atatuu 1m. AD- 
MISSION: Members 5 ] :JJ50; TkuersaHs iflJBO; Course « (OAPe £2.60). CAR PARJfc 

picnic area parking 52^0. 



_ TRAINEES WITH MEM* — 31 wfcmaa 

Rives a, aucoeev ratio of 25.791 ind i*mb lo a SI iwd suice of £12.06: P ITeMra— 36 
winnera, 121 jrumcm 20.7M, _+*iL55rK BsD«»S- 23 winners, lOt-funnera, 220%, ; 
H-121.18; 0SJ»erwoo4— 18 winners, 52 nmnera.IM.tflfc, ,+£33:98. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS:* DnxwaoAr— 32 wfauw*, 208 rides, 1BOH, -SST.lSffG* 
borne— 28 nnnm, 101 rido.,27.7%, +£74-36;APMcCoy — 2A winners, lOOddee, 
21%, +£13.08: D Bi-kfetnux — St wtmxu, 141 rtdes, 16 . 2 %, -13&S8. . 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: lium Bfad (2.00). - 

WINNERS IN WOT SEVEN DAIS: Mom BM (2.00) woanNramoAfcbK on TOdwwtaoi 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Javelin Cool (1.00), Sabre Cod (4.00)4 9np«r Kapler 
(400) have bm seffli 176 mfles bp G Hnbbaid tarn Waritogwonfc, 5uffoBc;WM V Shine 
1 1.00) sew 1 76 mfles by N Lwwant Bom Kkgrtctdgc, Dewo. 


Pf7w>] ASTLEY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3500 added 2m 4f 
1 ■ L,MW| Penalty Value £2,723 



1 P444P-1 BBSO01ORNB4RD (IS) (0(A WFCbOWWI) D toxttfa6 11 5 

2 &410F CRB»B0r»«BBhc(i|kB»qp71C112 

3 3C6- DS«MHU.(253)UEB8Ml)CMtm51012 

A 0- DEXIRA (271) tOMia Ugaing Sysant) S Earle 6 10 12 

5 -60340-3 DRAMESTONE 00} 0H BkmB R BtM) 5 10 12 

6 0-5 JAVEUN COOL (19 (0 A tUbanA 0 Hutted 5 10 12 

7 23230- XALADBOSS (228) Qfy HMfil) W jerta 5 10 12 — 

8 11233- HGHW MOSS P93) [K HuBty) D Nctobon 5 10 12 

9 0- WMOTOWOT(284)[VYGeB«Tlte*ir61012- 

10 63- SNHMOfELlO (175) Sta S A MacEctan) N Trtffir-Dwea 5 10 12. 

11 33U- IWRHEH FOR PLAmtS (2ZQ (T)jry \&ns Spots! P hOOlB 6 10 12 

12 4JWXQP KYDOUA (13) (l*s T D !*•! Pfangon 6 10 7 

13 SUM'S DREAM (Miss S J Bur0n) G Ksn 7 10 7 

14 04 « 4 SE W SIWEC8) (CsWisFtel toangCkti) N LampariS 10 7 Arfs VMb (6) 

-MitecM- ' 

BEn»Gc B-2 »e*y Mow, 7-2 BJewttrara Bart. 11.-2 *m« For Ptojw, 6-1 Swuereio, 10- 
1 Dratectaaa, 12-1 Wtea v'SNna, M-l JawtoCoH Kotedtw, mottos 
1995: $wm Norm 5 11 0 C Uder 13-3 Met V Wtems) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MIGHTY MOSS. 6 an enaUnfiAmpifig prospea ond e tmciH to m tf 

there too more sensible ways to toyami twst tho book Than iy backing n shon^piicnd 
on 7W nudes aebuWra run of the season. Hb bumper form was of the first order wth 
vans at Hunu^km end NoWrdram (end a Wtnricfe secoral when concafingpienvrf'wev} 
precafing hs e»d efforts to be Vw3 at both Chettenham and Punches! own in leuane 
contBse. The w»y tie stayed on« CheOenham and Puneheswwn suggests *« the w 
and a haft nws here wifl be ported end Fred Hutsb/s 71b ciarm couW be a uaeW fwrmi. 
BtetacMnaw Bawl is probably on Hie upgadebut the form trf the course event 12 m 2f| he 

won IS days ago has yet w vwdt out to any d®ee and he has more to do ai 

He has a Tfo penalty and also had the benefit at Dm Fours ebon last ttne. Warner For 
Players won the last one rfhfe three bumper stans v&y easily but that w» a minor affair 
at Newton Abbot « the April. He mould so onto w*i races over tkifoer. Others with bumper 
form are Natattoes and Sammo naBa, wMe Dextra ran once in that sphere but shartd 
definite signs of abliu and hra jumpms in the bioodr He la one for the fotura. 

Selection: MIGHTY MOSS 

DUNLEY LMTED HAMNCAPCHASE (CLASS O £6^00 added 
2m 7T UOyds Peoadty Valua £5,025 

BtUYSOrtT GRUFF (203) (PeWDCOcpal DM&cWon 7 11 7 A I 


1 
2 

3 

4 

' 5- 

a 0421-11 MONMNP £14HTiewrHenofop)UBGSrnkh7111 

T UODUr HfASUS SHARB) (214) (nxy Eared P fttbe 8 111 

B R121A4- SEACHAMGE [249) (ADSIBanl MlfNMWOn 7111 — J 

9 2Qf2141- 7OTCSSETYICT(272}(Halaeoo(JkteoiatiomlLtJ)lteJPiax»*i6111 RFM 

. 10 11503-5 MSt£YW0HDBtf7)gF) Wsfcy Goff Fanr»Vfo)NTwsfcrvOaf» 611 l_CUwtiya 

11 82151-1 AmanimaN£(U9(TiWttq|D8nttDSlfil3 ROmready 

-lideetwed- 

Brnm 4-1 CestMoSyteeder, 9-2 Arared Tbs Bela, 5-1 Hmsdiw Shared, 9-1 BMforoip Joe, 8- 
Ifmmu IMrt. Nhfoy Wonder, 10-1 Ifony-Skfr. 12-1 otters 
1995: Body's Boy 6 11^1 R Dumeody 2-1 (K-BabcgHran 

. FORM CUBE ' . 

RUASUte SHAHS) ffand chadng type on took* end he dH^notnitg but unprom bit 

>anr tutDM tat season when hfcdeftm of SeaWn Ceeb In the LBtteby A Christopher tone 
^SOW9ncertedfoatAsc0tmApflr^moutsraD*igaflbrttorartfstt«rj(wic».Ce«tlelcal- 
lytoederfoote a real racehorse and Paddy Mullne wee sopy to lore Ism. This hone is gmx- 
ed at around 25-1 In some Champion Hurtle Isis but he shapes Ike a hone who Is beet 
. at two mfea «pd a IwK. He hao samatams been a sketchy jumper of hurtfas but It Ht, of 
couse; poeettie that fences wfl be the makfeigar him. He prttDaseed to wet In Qade Two 
end then (bade One company m Ireland bet tarm IroJutfing whan Iwme sh lengfos In hand 
of WMayWareler at ftjndiesttwn M AprtL Wialey Wonder unshipped Chris Maude ori his 
chasing dehut at Hoydock last Wednesday. He was put off when a horse rtrecty In front of 
him stowed up and liddtol iha 13th fence. V/tsley Wonder was bang pushed afonft at the 
time but he Is a horse tint can fool you. He rarely cruises throotfi a race but he has the 
heart of a ton and seas® «**- He reportedly broke a Mood wssel at Owtanham In March 
(eithtftawn from the Sun Aftanca NoMt» Htede). but banVt£ sondar troubles he could mate 
up Into e crecktog ctaser. Tcmeaeae Twist, Buttareop Joe and Aroaad The Gale are 
not That for behind arid coufo all play a prominent pea Tennessee Twist, a scopey haY- 
bndhar to Royal Athlete, could ge a long writ at this Bin*, but m|0n warn a softer tea of 
stamina foan he wM get here. S el e ctio n : PLEASURE SHARED 

lOOnl LEVY BOARD NOVKE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3^750 
added 2m Penalty \Wua £2^47 

1 mil mfMFmmmMrntaRUtt APMteay 

2 003042- SNfttl UCNIMO pBfl (R C SMh) M Trie 5 10 11 A 

3 OOP- YtX>K TYCOON (N2) (193) lA M Dertn^on) A J Mtecn 5 10 11 R 

4 3G0& FMiBHBBNBl.(253)(NECSheMOOiSOShemt)ad61011 

5 48-3331 COUKTOFFIAIR)BB(18)IKAMcmn)KMomn61010 


00000-2- IQS BE RtAHK (13)(BF) Ms M M Stcbart) N Oerice 5 10 ID 
QWM) STUESIBt Rfcfi Alson EkpycO MBs A Broyrl 8 10 3 
QB5323- COU*fttl(133)(Mr»%orifieNl5£pli*ssPV*«9eS102 
OS- RVKSHSIM(39q(MGCMmrVWJa*s410O 



OOF-6 TWE LEADBiraf^eRft Tree Boys) R Dldin 4 100. 


JEtarakEffme 


11 LB0P64- BUSK MBUCLE (1B1) (Us R G Henctoord Us R Hsndcoon 4 100 0 

-lldedmd- 

IWnum wogfa 10b. True horxficap ae/gm Nn& Won 9a 13ft lire Lraderflst 12ft aadrtgAA- 
«*9sT7B>. 

BOTIW: 1W- Uhapwa, 7-28WaatTrenaaa, 5-1 Lata Ba M, li-2 Count Of Rndan, S-l Mdas 
FORM*, 1 M Com YOu^iycooa.16-1 otters 
1965: tarter Tkgt 5 11 5 E Huiberu 7-2 (MBs L Skttd) 7 ran 
RMM GUIDE 

Indfapuni has done we( to win (he out of five and ahhough he dd not boat much m a 
Banff* daimer test time, he showed that he can operate nrfth a bit of cut underfoot. The 
X2m b a ratfolem but this Is rot a very compattdve race. Cohafl can definlt^r wkn a m- 
nor hartfcap off his currant handicap mark, but there Is hope, too, for horses Se FAffHES 
FAREWELL end YoongTyeoon even Ythe errtdenea so tars somewhat Incondushe. Fblrtes 
FhreweU tool® the part and she is a hatf-stster to a coupia of wvnners, so she could step 
up tNs saasen. whteYbimgTyeoon. fomieify «h Jermy Rankee-Banns, stored some premise 
at Cheltenham test Aprfl on only Its second start. Crerot Of Haadere has a bit more to do 
altar taking a Martel Rasen sailer. Selection: FAMES FAREWELL 


1.30 


rspSSl TALKAB TROPHY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS R £5*000 added 
I AJU ! 2m Penalty VWoe £3,732 


1 2M1F1- ...... 

2 22113F- KW8 UX3FER (248) UAH Wea3D Nkfiofecn 7114- 

3 20U23- ttERBVNUr (961) F9 (fknt fi CD (BouneenM Ltd) P firJWte 7 10 13 APMcOey 

-Sdedmd- 

BETTIMS: M BBMoat Gtutt 94 Hu tuclter , U ChanyaM 
1S95C « 01 IManren T 10 7 R Durwoody 134 IK Bateey) 4 on 
FDRMGUDE 

just the three runnets, but a peach of a race nonathelemf they all stand their Bound. 
BUYGOAT GRUFF and NnK Ludfer took cfosely handicapped taking fines of nurt»nglotm 
tlTOigh GanytaiBi 11994-95) Mid fines of chasing tam throtifli Sisw Stephan* (tew sea- 
soni. BlRyfftat CnrtT won his first four starts ow hurdles two seasons ago. the fourth one 
a Grade bw ewra at ChahaiViam. and found only .Nathan lad too B»d flra ttwe up py- 
dock, Jamaiyi test term. Ha MUB pnmihsnily m the twBng for W Hennasw OJid »£ 
aid a sagsnuInBsartwhowubenefitfroma suifertestof gtamtea thanheteHtdylo^t 
here. That said, the others ate far Horn Bjaraimd to outpace him and OwnyiiM wossac* 
raid ro Prbud Sun in the thrcw-enlP-totir-Mong John Corbel Ctf> at Stretford inJuna m teat 
yew but b certainty no slouch end he ran m a two-muar at Ascot a year eg&i bang ^rma 
last When a close second to Cumbrian ChalengB. who was going best Chanyma unwsr- . 
ad Tony McCoy ma 0»d race wn by HH Of^ Tilllow at Chepstow 13 months aB> ^J* 11 **- 
ng liteJy to tnte a ha« k ihe finah and ioflowad up wWi a second *J«r foMVs bw 
here on the corresoonftng day. Ifa a year atnee ne ran but Is Btely w iwfp frewi ana **« 
for this. King Lwsfef was in the process of naming a be aoa on ns ana run « 
son (March) at Chepstow when ha tel X the laeL He wasdsptjnng^tartitfthStewr 
Stmtafe. who departed at the same fence, and rww be atougtaon » iun» «■ 1 g 
der a' bgwHBrftn a soft Bound handicap at that venirt. S elec tin r r BILLYCOAT QRUFF 


6051/02- WHt LOW (USA) (333) (Mato Laiiancte W Jente 8 12 0 TJorira 

4BP30-5 P0flmmnS(U){b>iBulaael)KUey51112 CUeweeyn 

QPP30 BOODRMAIAini(U)n(Dattlttlt8t)GteRil2119 Mr G Stroskta (7) 

4000-13 AaBASSAOORROnUXCtMmiUeAlte)ttWKABoydail5 D 

FF05U6- RSSMOCH P33) (Us M R tajfey] A lUnd 7 112 C 

164POO- DRESS DANCE (IRQ Ms J R PweU N R MBABl B 10 13. 

46346- WHO AM I (ISO) IH VfctoarJ R Rrer 6 10 12 . 


(TIB 


-Sophia. MUM 15) 
APMcCay 


7 

8 PPfyiUl- IHEIKOSiaH3^)(D)(MtsPS)krtSCWsdrBDn)ROieootn71010_A 

9 452340- THAJ8T*IBE(Blfl(n)(MBll«Ww)TGaagBlll0 5 R 

ID 31F5D-5 VMGGI0P9) (Tory Rubes) A Rubes 8103 -TSw* 


JBCMtadV 


PUJM&CBfTBl HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £5fl00 added 
2m Penalty Value £3^56 

PW122- CMCflBAHCt93HNUfHom)DI*el«lson4120 — ****** 


2.00 


2 4114Z3-' TBNWTOP3®PrfS*MnSBMU)JTRtiier5117, 
22423-1 M0USCBRtofT)<QsbeaABntiDantete61l5I&(U 


_AP McCoy 


5 Si- SSfflSwnffJ &S* oSSt T Ul. SoyWetetetoip 


U 2225-03 SNELTH^ (?!} (Mm Q&Ungl 6 Baking 6 ID 2 

12 PfraQP- BRDWHIWOHERBSSWJHirltatrtMtsRKBndsreDnSlOO 
-12 dBcfand- 

Mnm wetfit IQ* Tf» tamtetp m&c atm Robber ftt 4te 

BEtTBIb 7-2 MBi fbai 5-1 He Mbtatiar, H Ambassador Royala, 7*1 Porphyikw, 8-1 Good ftr A 
Lnijb, 1M. JmM TNaL RaasUaeb. W» Am L U-l attore 
laafc Nmrtal ftmoe 7 10 13 7 Bay 2-1 (4 Seeesed 6 am 
FORM GUBE 

WHO AM I loolB interesting off a handicap mark of only 84. Ha dam te a htif-statar to lord 
Dotcm gnd Go Unlveisal and ne was runner-up m a maiden potot-to-pomt in Ireland test 
yew The tnp talks on trie Blwp side, even m ths league, but there must be a good chance 
he cm imprtwe on teat season’s hurdling form wtsch wasn't too bad ui the eonuM of dta 
opposflton. Ftar example, he ran well when a bit baeteonf In Caste Sweep's Nofflr\£iam 
two-mSer las Dacember. fteshteg about 14 lengms behind that easy wmer after being 
caisK fdr third near the flnbh by Macgaarge, suteefluenfly successful rnfareongWY- pm- 
plMios coted BTHch these, but he does not look the moS retebte character In naMne 
and horeas math chasing form Ike Mg> Law, Ambassador Royale, Hie Mmieter and V)- 
■fBo M took wdnerabta tor one reason or another. Selection- WHO AM I 

WYCHBOLD STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £3*550 added 2m Penalty Value' £L427 

1 BOfllSMADOSI (13) (LJ A Fhept) MM vtl *in® 6 11 11 RJohoson 

ABOVE BUSPOOH Gte J N ttmphiqtiC JBOW 4 11 4 


4j50 


234100 BCULCME RacnfiCWaederi 5^108. 

4015f4 ' UMIB) FRONT (12) (TBerestadllNede 4100. 




8 31016-0 WttE>IO»IWiaMjH))lMBBIInTB)ffftM8l0O- 
-Sdactired' 


ji M sa wdi g) 


Mhirnum m&t lOd- Tree MWMp waff* uwd «« aa^ 

BSTMfi: 114 Triatic,10(W0C)4cixlah, 7-2 MOBS Bkd, 64. «baM, 7-1 Society tee*t- 6-1 

ad Fnari. 10-1 lucalarte. 2W. Ptidewod Ffcter 
1 SB 6 : Souttampun 5 11 5 A 9 McCoy 3-1 IB BaktaO 5 an 
FDRMGUDE 

iho dcptMtf eppowwn »»««• bh tent fid that Btaiand he wuwwn 
his Siw-«nw UhtMo, but thareare ^ 
tu a mu oonante me mat ontrfwak has 
lowmaheasYBound hanJCflPMM»«4qn Abbot- P M 

tug andtor Jump lass mB wrth Wtekeo 1B *?’ qbn cSS» 

mmta aeagat the otheta thalfhtetia'l B race to nan m b et on a t aA 

teems prrwHOM mnrw tetha Ifewp. He mated a WWngham » SS 

t»*aont3«Artu»yandriad»«anda^teitBh5injaTdjrf»>Ba*tlfnta^^^ 

wtnninfianqwcBo«m«Wlnda6rJuali»tiH'*S» ar ®0^5®"ff?*5^Si[!^2£lS 

tee erervmqney finorae tfW tfef andJs 13b bW^.bmheteiMbO*®gjj»U^ i«J 

twr^ >*»w»j a«iinn!4iaate a fte a otmoflflK98asro5dKappUi.L^i^« *^ Hl f*i ™y 

wefl to ro^iateWTand ho canrtot be nied^wat R he tat 

12st and tends to caty his head «kwn*. *«**(»*** ^SttoTFiNFw 

lintels course, tg ecteteyar<i andlaiac«btecf a bote ted Swtoctirait.TBNEgil 


U63- AI«nOCOa(m(lBlJ[ntQx^Cic^PI^4114^ DJ 

02- ABBaCHBRBt(133)GltoREHBnWltesHKn»tS114 HrAWta«a{7) 

AHOflW BUS (p Vfopafrt P Vfegnann 4 U — -8 Fwfer P) 


03 BBOOT5 LAD (U) 0*5 D Thnrifei (As D Ihomas 6 11 4 
DOMWROSS (A i FM P Mnfls 4 11 4 


AtylmaO) 
A P McCoy 


BAtOFAST PET (Grefan FssochBDwai 6riWBS-ttd)SBmokEhM6 11 4 C Maria 

HRECROBIH 0*s P Robeson) Mb P Rflbggn 6 11 4 MRfcbwds 

C0MBWUVE©flb0HB0PBaiBi4114 B graat 

MUSB0ESMAH|MBjSlieTB411d 

520. HUS MMBLE (H7) (John HD P Bawm S 11 4 -WWartflhgaa 

U»ltBi™Ea»8»R(Mnw4Rrtr<sCW}NTiiaasn-£tews5 114 LSBttamm 

HEW LEAF [Mo D J Hueri D GwiddfS 4 11 4 SopMa IBcAto g 

SABBECOtl. (Q A tUtanb Q tittanl 5 11 4 K Cwflaffl 

40- S»MRMI(AHM*(TteI2^eCteBt)JIV«4n‘l^ CUaiM)n 

saPraRAPBI(GAHt4toi|aiU*anJ4114™ 

365- SYMPHOIfre SOR (193) WsJMcuUO fednlson 5114, 

503 U0T FOLEY CM) Fdey StHtobi C Mar 4 10 13 —. — 

Q62- UJCHMAKEM.(J«9(S«mbolCMortDDk41013___. 

RACHEL 10UBE V OBen) T nco/ A 10 13- 


_B DmoodyB 


JR 


SMAU HAMB 10 aettnart 0 &em» 5 10 13. 


~ 22 declared - 

8CTT1HC; 11-2 Boots Martoga, B-l look Is Ibc Mrwr, ^awboiiY* Aitf lc Fgtiter, 15-2 
Doateiboes, 13-1 Anotter Coakptt, 144 Lady Way, loch for Arad, ShaHafawarl, 16-1 ottacs 
1996 Nnic Pnnee 4 11 3 R Ganv 12-1 (TTaB) 18 tan 


stay around two and a half 
miles. Saxon Duke is the same 
type, really. He won a bumper 
at Nottingham in February and 
will also be suited by two and a - 
half mUes and plenty of cut in 
the ground over hurdles." 

NICKY HENDERSON 
‘Thinking Twice, who is very 
badly handicapped over hurdles, 
has schooled, well over fences at 
home and will gp novioe chas- 
ing, where 1 think he’ll find life 
a lot easier. He acts on any go- 
ing; but is best at around two 
miles. He has entries for races , 
on Thursday and on Sunday. 
CheiyPs Lad will start off over 
hurdles, but may also go- chas- 
ing later on. He likes good, or 
even fast, ground and will be out 
soon." 

HENRIETTA KNIGHT 
“Wild West Wind looks the 
sort to make a good chaser. He 
won novice hurdles at Wrncan- 
ton and Uttoxeter last season, 
but he has always looked as if 
he will be at his best over 
fences. He will be suited by two 
and a half miles and would not 
want the ground too firm or 
heavy. Good or good to soft 
ground would suit him best. 
Wade Road won a bumper at 
Ascot veiy easily last season and 
was conceding weight to the 
winner when second at San- 
down last Saturday. He mil go 
novice hurdling soon. He's quite 
speedy and win stick to two 


miles over hurdles for now but 
should stay further later. He also 
would not want extremes of go- 
ing.” 

PALL TOCHOILS 

“KorbeU has won about a dozen 
point-io-points in the last three 
seasons and promises to make 
a useful staying novice hur- 
dler. She wfll be ready to run in 
a couple of weeks* time. She acts 
on any going and stays three 
mfles welL Flaked Oats is an- 
other prolific winning point-to- 
pointer. He wfll go for three 
mile novice chases, a real stay- 
er, he wants plenty of cut in the 
ground.”. 

DAVID NICHOLSON 
“BiDygoat Gmff did well last 
season and won a valuable 
novice handicap chase at Pun- 
chestown. He will go for some 
of the big slaying handicap 
chases this season. He jumps 
well and likes decent ground. 
He comes up against only two 
opponents at Worcester [to- 
day]. Call It A Day was only jusi 
beaten in the Mildmay of Flete 
Handicap Chase at the Chel- 
tenham Festival last season. 
He won a three-runner race in 
good style at Uttoxeter on Sat- 
urday and could return to Chel- 
tenham for the Murphy’s 
Handicap Chase on Saturday. 
1 don’t think he stays much fur- 
ther than two and & half miles 
and would not want the ground 
too heavy.” 


MARTIN PIPE 
“We considered Potentate, who 
won three limes at Chepstow 
last season, an absolute certainty 
to win there in a handicap hur- 
dle on his reappearance there 
last Saturday and he duly 
hacked up. He has schooled 
very well over fences and wfll 
make a good two-mile chaser. 
He acts on any ground. Uttimale 
Smoothie, who won his third 
bumper by a comfortable length 
and a quarter at Newton Abbot 
last Wednesday, goes over hur- 
dles now and should do really 
well in that sphere. He too 
goes on any ground.” 

JENNY PITMAN 
“Chilled, who was second in a 
bumper at Ling field last season, 
has been waiting for soft ground 
and will make his debut over 
hurdles this week. He should 
stay two and a half miles over 
timber. Tennessee TWist, who 
won novice hurdles at Newbury 
and Towcester last season, 
stayed three miles well over 
hurdles and will want at least 
that as a novice chaser. He too 
wants soft ground and runs at 
Worcester ftodav]." 



TWiston-Davies: Spades high 


HYPERION 

L2D Anrion ISO GOLDENSWFT (nap) 220 Dan- 
ftng 250 Madison County 320 Merry Panto 
350 Canton Venture ■ 


GOING: Good. 

I Left-hand course, south-east of town new A34. Railway na- 
tkjci faervln- from London. Paddtnglcra) Mfjollis course. ADWS- 
SION: Members Si 3; TBOenalb 18; 9Cwr King £3 (QAPs half . 
price). CAE PARK: Free 


KEINKEBED FIRST TTMK None. 

WINNESS IN TUB LAST SEVEN UAtS: Ktrcr Room (3i>0) won 
u Sandora on Sum&v. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: CaMom Vctttana (3^0) has been 
w« IICpiUm byS Woods from NawMote. SnflMk ; 


O on TOM MASSON TROPHY HURDLE (CLASS 
*^1 B) £7,000 added 2m 5f 

1 im- MWKMANm»(2M)j&M6U8 PHdo 

2 0614-F3 DtlMS (FR) (13) J Joihns 7 114 

3 00112- UniE BUCK (UQLM* 6114 

4 221303- QAtUNtipsqM Pipe 4109 

5 1513P- KMSHK203) Mss H Kn0U 6 10 9 

-5dodamd- 

BEITMtt 9-4 KtaM, 5-2 Manila Mrelton, ICC 10 nanpnfc 6-1 Uttia Buck, 
lBlEftia 


-COUuyar 
-I Osborne 
_ JFTMay 


1 5ft] EBF Yftf NOVICE HURDLE (QUAUFIER) 
=?U (CLASS D) £4500 added 2m 110yds 

62441- UECAnMfSMSHQJB) D litootai 5 11 10 

Mr RTbmtfno (7) 


o“cAj HALLOWETN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5500 added 2m 4f 

-BPOHl 
JFTWty 


3323021 COURT MASTER (581) R Bidder 8113. 
440- FBLOO [226) TGeage 7113. 


4313215- MKMBWSE (207) Rlae 6113 PMcLoc^tia 

2/12W2- KMOKON COUNIY (204) PH0Cds6 113. 


140001- RBXBnOUSBF (347) JQffenl 7113- 
ODPtf SCORPDN B« (720)0 fanchOas 8113- 

214313 SCAMAI1AOI (163 J Jenkn 6 10 12 

-7l 


^ Boday B 


BErrtkt 6-4 Redeemyaursalf, 13-8 Hadaon County, 6-1 MacRKKRe, 6 
1 Coot Master, 14-1 ScamaRadi, 16-1 Moo. 40-1 Scorptai Bay 


l-.ABBON (237) OShnODd 5110 

P- C»tttt8HI(2tM)CEhKlB5110 

CtASSKACmN Mss C Johnsejr 5 11 0 . 
00 BMIM PET (83) 0 L Moire 5 11 0. 


J 

-G Boday 
-lUanoy 


a 20 


12- HHi BUSES) (214) MsJPtonsn 4110 Ml 

IBl£R0FTmAnAR4kw411O P Healey P) 

00- IKBOOIiaiy(19l)RAIner6110 Altarton 

6 OURPBC(2Q}JBBtty5U0 Ml 


00- RATHKEAL (2S^ M Kfiaforv9l 5 11 □. 

00- SAfGBU0E(24C)JGM6110 

SHOHBMJ. HARVEST A Dinel 5 11 0 . 


J>HUa 


40000 5T0RM TWER [M9 S Melor 5 31 0_ 
SnumaiSIHI K Bs<9 5 U 0. 


-MA 


503- ItiMPETOO (270] N TiAaxvOaWS 5 11 0. 
TOkBI SHUT J GAMS U0- 


jCOUiyor 

DK*bP) 

LAapal® 

— S< 


1430- RB0FORO UNA (2U)JMidM 5109— 

4- MADFORADvamfflE[229)UlsHKn0it5109 

... — IF THay 

-lBdactersd- 

BSmBt 11-4 Awlnii,7-'2TliBC at it idd iIIMt,5dL C or P te w i l , 7-1 Btolh. 

61 Taopatta, U-l Tteor Street, 14-1 Ctto Gen, 161 otfws 


I JOHN HUGO GWYNNE 50TH BUSINESS 
I YEAR COfOmONALJOCKETS HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £5500 added 2m If 

1 3231-21 SUPER 1ACTC& (25] RAIner 812 0 PHeatay 

2 12563-4 NORIHERH SADDLER (4) R Hodgs 9 12 0 — TDageaagfaa 

3 4FUPI3- MGH MJjmtoe (3&S) M Hmnrvas 8 IQ 11 DFortt 

4 M121/1 msf PANIO (30| CBmte 7 104 U Berry (3) 

5 051F2-P WtPPBtS DEUBW (B) G Oari&Jcntfe 8 ID 0 OWaBO 

MHrnua ae^c: IDsL True hendkap Wipers DeSfH 9sr 138). 
BETUNG: 2rl Many Panto. 9-4 Surer Tlctie*. 7-2 Hvttera Sadler, 6 
1 Htfi ABUteda, 1A-1 VlUppan DaqfM 

IQCni COLD ASH NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
L=2frJ (CLASS D) £4500 added 3m 110yds 

001241 RB/Bt ROOM (4) K Baaey 6 12 5 l6eg WVMab(7) 


U50 


LIONEL VICK MEMORIAL NOVICE HAND- 
ICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5400 added 3m 

1 54-1232 LUOCT DOLLAR (U] (S) K^leyS 120 GODayv 

2 3220TO- UlllUff IICMJ (206) J EflHnh 7 12 0 IFUUey 

3 032-P THE GO AKAD (IQ T Poser 6 11 7 

4 06501- BMXmniM»(216)RBuiMr6113 

5 WM2-2 SOGW ML (lfl J GrBonl 6 11 2, 

6 121302 aUi»B«flFTCa)teF}GBeKfeig6111. 

7 P&US-i EXPRESS 1RAVB. (IQ R Cubs 8 10 7— D Monti 

8 005-45U WESIffly SALE (17) N Herdareor 6 10 5 -_M A R&gwkt 

BBmec 3-1 aoklaniHin, 4-1 tacky Dotor, 92 Bqma Timet, 5-1 
ar ML Weatrety Sda, 7-1 Tba Ge Ahead, 61 ottere 



SPUF11- reRCT THROMBI (167) (DjNrmstDfvOwes 9 120 


-Dt 


400002- SMCEAK GOLD ROB] J 04 7118 

231 CANTON VENIURE 04) SVWaS 4116- 


G Upton 
JPMda 


-BPdnbI 


211344 CHMAHAB.(37)m(BF]JBennai4iai2. 

ROP32-1 auOHOPntdUWMureiOO 

FW-01 QUEEirSAMARB{lZ)RBuetief710O MSdOUnP) 

FP6300 COOLBSAUCLOnUeSslOlOO 05bttoiy(7)B 


(WP-406 SHE HEBUUET (21) A GhanttBlan 5 ID 0 ..0 Bnmm* (7) 
-BdedaKd- 

Adiftun iier&c 10a. Tine ftardiap Cktf topper & Queen's t*on3 
9H 12B. Cooiesite 9a 4a, Bte The Bute Sst at 
BET1WS: 11-4 Caatau Ventere, 3-1 Rfmr Room, 61 Pney Tbrarer, 61 
Spacaa* Gold, 7-1 Qaeaa'a Award, 61 CM Hopper, M-l CMre Mak. 
25-1 ottere 


HYPERION 

15D Monyman 140 MKhrafc 2JD Trickle Lad 
240 Wed Appointed 3J0 Earlymorrting Light 
340 Movie Man 


9 -ml ASH LEY BANK INVESTMENTS REG 

rrr r.i tweedie novice chase (class d) 

£8500 added 3m 3f 

34-1110 TIGHIS BUDGET (11] (Cte lbs D Sqfer 9 12 4 Jl Mokmy 
4P350-1 ®0®OQOLD(U)(CO)J B3a*y712 L B 


GOING: Good. 

■ RJ*hi-htnyd uixtelallns nrareavUi pear-shaped loop. 

■ Racecourse is north of town on B7071. Hamilton West raihny 
station (service from Glasgow) Is one mile away. ADMISSION: 
Chib 510; Grandstand and Paddock &7 (QAP8 54. accompanied 
under-lte tree). GAR FARR: Free. 


BErmfc 2-1 seated Gate. MTJBaarBtelprt. 7-2Tifdda Lad, 61 Cod 
Wtetter, SpiteBM (Ray, MM, Straqptoat 204 TanBi Teat 


0234-55 COOL WEATHER [11) P Or<ix«i 8 11 0 RSoppla 

SPfWGHLL QUAY G TidBnfe 7 11 Q Altanttg 

05B05P- S1ROHGALONG IUO) P O'eesmifji o 11 0 I Read 

4-1034 TOUGH 701(439 Ms JCouMwr6U0 GOUB(3) 

60300-3 TfoCJCLELAO W(W)FMurpfty7 UO N 

-7 


m 


2.40 


BUNKERED FIRST TLMK: Whtrtwted Romance (0.40). 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Lepton (1.40), Dark Oak (3.10) 
A<3ewBoy(3.40)hmbeensmlMiiilk8teJCimi i >Erasi Beeforf, 
Hrnnbaalde. 


1-10 


SCOmSH SPORTS AD foundation 

NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4500 added 2m If 

0246-22 1VM FALLS [U)(BF)GM MOOT 5120. 

03262-5 MOMyMAHcnjMltiiimndSllia — 

F-2012 BAUniEKCBB WKeno5117 

20SW4J MOMUflHTf HAH fflE Care 1011 fl- 


GUENMUIR SPORTSWEAR HANDICAP 
mjRDLE (CLASS D) £4^000 added 2m 2f 

1 304132- COMMON SOUND p02)JBaraty 5 11 10 II Buye r 

2 131251 FHU> OF VISION (18) Us A feartankG 10 Si—^JSqWa 

3 205Q2D- SIRSH THE CASH (172) (COfM Hamret5102JiGanRly 

4 544155 VIBL APTOMIED CU) 9 Maa^^n 7 10 1 .CLee [3) 

5 3231-22 AOAMKIK P3) (BF) R Usn 5 10 0 LWyar 

_ 5 d a d— d- 

Mtnteunne^tlOsL Tub hertttap AfoDQOC 95T IOC. 

BEmteMCtwnoa Sound. 7-2 HNdOfWdon, 4-1 Admalfc, 6-1 Stedi 
Ttn Cash, 8-1 MW AppoWad 


3-10 


| TAVERN MfDDLEMAS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS O £7500 added 2m 6f UOyds 

341214 nVHBBH BUflIJS (17) Ate L V Ru-Ed 9 11 12 


F42-P12 l£DENSnM(U) MnD17)OnaQn9115- 
S350P5 AUCHARS8t{ll)PMcOTkh6100. 


M 

JHrPHray 

TBeed 

JBCaMPQ 


>GCaM( 


2 1212-14 EAPLYUOmWG LIGHT (67) ®F) 6 RcfUKfc 7U3 


352465 qUUMLCROSeirmECnlllDO 5 Taylor [5) 

-Tdadread- 

A4ftiwij)'w(5)P2i)p.Tn*lBrelcreiw|?*4lci»jerQal2fc(>jtifi3fOTO 

aetiftfSb- 

BOlWGc 94 Moayann, 114 Bkfeiea, 7-2 Ml FNM, W U Daaitea, 
26-1 ABctagv, 2S-1 Umotf* tlhm, 334 Qatal CnteHtt 


.Jt WtoNMCfl 


3 4320B-3 SIROHG06a{9)FMu«te8U3- 

4 053413 BUtEUWE|Fia(ianeBnMHsrnnnllO1013 — 

GrerrfOy 

5 35421 DARK OAK (18) J Cures 10 10 11 lWyw 

-Sdactared- 

ETTWC U4 Ear^ownteg UfM, 3-1 Dad! Oak, 7-2 nnUfft Btodc, 6 
1 fitter Dad, 6-1 Baa Da lakie 


1M 


sconxsc LME DANCER NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3500 added 2m 110yds 
1 000-123 inHRfflC(U)(B)wan»0wn4U5 — U4c&ata(7) 


3.40 



' 

.jlPHjar 

3 

001-5 DELPB»O39|Mftantiat051012— — 

JtQHflfy 






- — 

a 

0 flEBALDMIABtd® rtslMaBfBl51012™— Dftrttay 

8 

B 

10 

30220-5 NUMHARTTRA 8RL (28) J Mcs 6 10 7 

0 U6BACXUU7T [23 3 MdCtaggXt 6 10 7 — : — 
50090- MriesaE(108)RCDdtun61or 

PNtaa 

-Bleep) 
J. O’Hara 


LANC»0LM DYEING COMPANY NOVICE 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3500 
added 2 m 6 f 110 yds 

06532- TWEHWWOO (189) PSaunn 6120 BSmtaad) 

304TC ltt08AM(13)AW*iaartt5110 JHanSnt 

40P5Q- CASH BOX (1^ T Caff 8 10 12 NSatiti 

00046-2 MOVE MAN (17) J Tura 4 10 11. 


4FF- XA6H9W (2B3)M Hammond 510 9. 
00500-6 TARTAN MK (17) J S Un 5 10 7. 


— TRaad 
JR GrettHy 
la fl* 


-10 declared-' 

BEnMft 94 Hmdc. UTtedrei; 61 (ManM Dan, DM Flare, 61 
K ha reartya Qfet, 10-1 Layton, 14.HtoMa Ha nareA 15-1 ottere 


WW MflRtMNP ROMWE (ti) W <fo<np 5 10 0 McOiliqtit 8 

000-P UlkHTS WSH (17) J H-Wmjon 5 100 JlWbraw 

300-0 CtBffl BOY (U) J Cute 51 00 Dfrar 

MWrrajm IQsl TrukAaratap wfehc VW*Wncf Amance 9s 10b 
aotrt 998b. Dew Hoy 9a 7fc 

BPTO6: 114Taaadnaoofl, 4-1 Monte Man. 9-2 Kadrano. 11-2 Wtert- 
«M Rnaiaea, 7-1 Naano, lfl-1 Cart Boa, Tartan Ha, 20-1 ottere 


GORDON RICHARDS 
"Lans bo rough, who won over 
hurdles at CarlLde and Wether- 
1 ^' Iasi season, goes novice chas- 
ing this lerm and he ready w run 
soon. He stayed two and a half 
miles over timber and should be 
suited by three miles or more 
over fences. Gaud or soli 
ground will suit him well. He 
may run at Ayr on Friday. Ela- 
tion won at Perth, Carlisle and 
Newcastle last season and 
should do well again over hur- 
dles. He will be rendv lo run in 
two or three weeks and he likes 
good ground. He has run only 
at around two miles so far but 
I think he will slay further.” 

OLIVER SHERWOOD 
“Welcome Call won twu point- 
to-poinls in Ireland last Janu- 
ary before joining me and won 
a three miles nonce hurdle on 
his debut at Newbury in March. 
He goes novice chasing at the 
end of the month andVill be 
suited by at least three miles, he 
goes well on soft and heavy 
ground. Aerion won a Wincan- 
ton bumper by five lengths last 
season. He will go hurdling 
and, being by Ardross, will 
probably want two and a half 
miles. He runs at Newbury [to- 
dayj." 

NIGEL TWISTON-DAVIES 
“Kerawi, a half-brother by 
Warning to several winner on 
the Flat, won on his juvenile 
hurdles debut at Newbury and 
was not disgraced when fourth 
to Belial or at Wetherby subse- 
quently. He should win more 
races. Queen Of Spades, who 
trotted up by 18 lengths at 
Wetherby, clearly goes well on 
good ground and will win more 
races at around two miles. She 
may run at Cheltenham on 
Saturday .' 1 

Stoute 
reunited 
with Aga 

One of racings most successful 
partnerships is set lo resume af- 
ter confirmation that Michael 
Stoute will receive five yearlings 
to train for the- Aga Khan be- 
fore the end of the year. 

Stoute and the Aga enjoyed 
a fruitful association - includ- 
ing winning the Derby twice in 
the 1980s with Shergar and 
Shahrastani - before the own- 
er withdrew his horses from 
Britain over the Aliysa affair. 
The Sloute-trained filly, first 
past the post in the 1989 Oaks, 
was disqualified after traces of 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Monyman 
(Kelso 1-10) 

NB: Warner For Players 
(Worcester 150) 

the banned substance camphor 
were found in her urine sample. 

However, after making his 
peace with the Jockey Club 
over its drug-testing proce- 
dures, the Aga said last year that 
he would revive his invoKmeni 
with British racing, and the 
Luca Cumani- trained Mandflak 
marked his return with a win at 
Yarmouth a fortnight ago. 

On hearing that his yard 
would also benefit from a return 
of the owner’s patronage. 
Stoute said: “While the initial 
numbers are small, in mv con- 
versations with the Aga 'Khan 
quality was a more important 
consideration than quantity.” 

The Aga Khan will send 32 
yearlings to John Oxx in Ireland, 
53 to Alain de Royer-Dupre in 
Finance and 14 to Cumani. 

Mr Mulligan, the Sun Al- 
liance Chase runner-up. will by- 
pass Lhe Hennessy Gold Cup in 
favour of Chepstow’s Rehearsal 
Chase on 7 December, where he 
wrfll be ridden by the leading 
conditional jockey Richard 
Johnson. 

Johnson was replaced aboard 
Marching Marquis, owned like 
Mr Mulligan by Michael Worc- 
ester. at Exeter last week, hav- 
ing been unsealed from the 
same horse at Cheltenham on 
29 October. But Worcester de- 
nied that the move constituted 
sacking Johnson, and yesterday 
Mr Mulligan's trainer, Noel 
Chance, confirmed: “It was a 
storm in a tea cup and it has all 
been sorted out now.” 
Yesterday’s results, page 25 
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* THE INDEPENDENT . .': 


sport 


Snelling 


Guy Hodgson 

meets a dreamer 
who believes in 
British swimming 


Cricket 


H ow about this for a pro* 
nouncemenL “I see no 
reason why we shouldn't 
be the No 1 nation at the 
Olympic Games in four years." 
Who said it? Someone one 
length short of a race distance 
or a wild optimist with little grip 
on reality? We are talking swim- 
ming,. alter all, a sport in which 
Britain won just one medal at the 
Barcelona Games and two in At- 
lanta. That was the men: the 
women do cartwheels if they get 
anyone through to a final. 

The author of what appears 
to be an absurd statement is 
Detyk Snelling, British swim- 
ming’s newly-appointed Na- 
tional Performance Director. 
He says it because he believes 
it, even if the positive comes 
with a litany of provisos. 

"If we can get the resources 
that will be available from the 
Lottery, 1 * Snelling said, begin- 
ning his list. “If it's done cor- 
rectiy, if it's focused where it 
needs to be and if we, the 
coaches, do our jobs to the best 
of our ability, there is no rea- 
son why British swimmers 
should not be going to the 
podium time after time. 

“Certainly, we could give 
America a hard time as the 
Australians have in the past- The 

IfS are not unbeatable in this 
game but we are up against a 
1.000-fbld difference in terms of 
support Not 10 per cent but one- 
thousand times. There’s not a 
university in the US that isn’t bet- 
ter funded in terms of swimming 
than our entire nation." 

Pipe dreams, then. We could 
get there if we spend the money. 
But Britain is a nation where 
Paul Palmer's coach, Ian Timer, 
had to take unpaid leave from 
his Leaching job for eight 
months to prepare for his silver 
swim in Atlanta. It is the coun- 
try where our top athletes have 
to train at Sam. It is also the 
place which has fewer indoor 
50m pools than the Canadian 
city of Winnipeg. 

Yet the grounds for Snelling's 
optimism are embodied in him- 
self. Twenty nine years ago. the 
63-year-old from Darwen, 



Headley 

earns 


praise 
and rest 


Dean Headley earned reluctant 
praise yesterday for his out- 
standing contribution to Eng- 


land tour from Sou 1 
Australia’s Joe Sctideri. The 
Kent foist bowler claimed a 



career-best 1 1 for 98 - the fifths' 
■ ut'l 


Dreaming by the pool: ‘I see no reason why we shouldn’t be the No 1 nation at the Olympic Games m four years/ says Deryk Snelling 


Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 


Lancashire, left Britain because 
he felt swimming in this coun- 
try was going nowhere. Canada 
was a land of opportunity and he 
grabbed iL helping his adopted 
home achieve 19 Olympic 
medals, six world records and 23 
short course best times. The fact 
he has returned is a happy omen 
in itself 

“I went to achieve a dream,” 
he said, “and Canada which was 
investing across the board in 
sport provided it I can see the 
same thing over here now. GB 
has a tremendous future because 
it has so for logo to catch up but 
most of the things we need to 
do will be available to us thanks 
to money from the National Lot- 
tery. It’s the right time." 

Snelling was talking m Leeds, 


which he was visiting as part of 
a programme of meetings with 
the country’s leading coaches. 
He was due to see Terry Deni- 
son, Adrian Moorhouse’s for- 
mer mentor, that day; the night 
before he had visited Dave 
Calleja, who guided Graham 
Smith to bronze in Atlanta, in 
Stockport It is part of the learn- 
ing process, swapping ideas. 

“Even at European junior 
level we are really strong," 
Snelling said. “We’ve just been 
missing the marie a little bit at 
the last few Olympics. We’ve 
consistently won medals but a 
nation of this many talented 
swimmers and coaches ought to 
have performed better. My role 
is to Gil those gaps. Someone 
thinking at a world level who 


is not distracted with other 
josfoilities.” 

Js ambition is an acad- 
emy where the top swimmers 
train with the best at the peak 
of the pyramid. That will be sup- 


Olympic Games 1 
lack of finance and with 
scant experience of battling 
against the best 
“If we took 10 swimmers al- 
titude training once, not three 


These are great athletes... I feel 
prickly all over just thinking 
about what they could achieve’ 


ported by five regional centres 
and undo: that 30 leading dubs. 
That is tire infrastructure - for 
the £Iite s wimm ers he wants 
money, lots of it, to give Britain 
an equal chance. He does not 
want our medal hopes reaching 


times a year like the Australians 


do with squads of 40, it would 
lv weak 


probably break our associa- 
tion. Which is absolutely ludi- 
crous. We don't have .the 
resources and Britain have been 
handicapped. They've won 


despite the system. There isn’t 
a swimming club in this coun- 
try that doesn't have a world- 
class athlete bur the problem is 
there isn’t the mechanism to let 
these . people mature and 
progress through the system. 

“It’s all SO hit.gnti. migt. If an 
athlete isn't bom in the right part 
of die country or a coach doesn't 
happen to be in the pool at the 
right time, it never happens. We 
have to solve these problems/ 1 

The countdown to (Sydney 
2000 begins next month with the 
European Short . Course 
Championships in Rostock, 
Germany. After that, there are 
the European Championships 
in Seville next August and in-14 
months time arauestonewhich 
should give Snelling an idea 


whether his work is bearing 
fruit, the World Championships 
in Fterth, Australia. 

“We have a great nucleus 
now. Our two medallists in At- 
lanta are young but even the 
people who didn’t show at those 
Olympics are incredible. Given 
the right preparation and the 
right support, they?!] make it to 
the podium. These are great 
athletes, they make you feel ex- . 
riled. I feel prickly all over just 
- thinking about what they could 
achieve.” 

Let us hope Snelling is right: 
that the financial support is 
coming and the Lottery will 
provide a panacea to chronic 
under-funding. Then we might 
all get prickly all over come the 
next Olympics. - . ' 


time in as many first -cl ass* 1 ! 
matches for England A he has . 
captured five wickets or more 
in an innings - to help the 
tourists snatch a sensational 
12 -runvictoiy over the Sheffield ■ 
Shield holders in Adelaide on 
Monday. 

South Australia, a normally 
disciplined and highly compet- 
itive outfit, were reduced to 
openlv disputing two of 
Headley’s wickets and Jamie 
Siddonk their captain, and 
Scuderi were spoken lo for dis- 
sent by the umpires. 

Scuderi, who has played for 
the Lancashire league dub : 
Colne for the past six seasons, . 
put aside his disappointment at 
England’s victory To salute 
Headley’s performance. 

“He’s a really good bowler.” 
Scuderi admitted. “He's got a 
bit of zip about him and he 
bowls at the stumps: He also 
bowls just short of a length, 
which doesn’t give you much to 
goon.” 

England made the short 
flight across South Australia to 
Mount Gambia yesterday to be- 0 
gin preparations for their four- 
day match against the 
much-heralded Academy sid<V\ 
when Headley is expected to b5- ■ 
rested. 

Jimmy Adams and Courtney 
Browne spared theWcst Indies’ 
blushes yesterday in their 
limited -overs match against a 
Northern Territory Invitation XI 
at Alice Springs. Coming to- 
gether at 66 for 5. the sixth- 
wicket pair added 98 to lift their 
side to 218 for 8 in their 50 
overs. The Invitation XL con- 
taining seven Sheffield Shield 
players, were dismissed for 170 
in 42*5 overs. 


TOUR MATCH CAflce Spring^: West Indies 
218 lor S (SO merer JCAdams 67, C 0 
&owie 50); Northern Tammy motion XJI70 
1425 mere; A C QWwst 64noi . WM tndtae 
won by 48 n»*. 
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Latest Results and Top 50 Teams 


Top Fifty League Table 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST - 3 NOVEMBER 


u*Hi 




1 

John Coxs 

Southfai FC 

397 

2. . 

S A Sccrt± ' 

Foreign Bacfc Bobe; ; 


3 

Chris Scott 

Bruce Lee FC 

389 

4. .. 

PaulfijiTTarcl . _ 

'Chocola^'ftiilVts.- '' 


S 

Aaron Jones 

Cathron 2 

379 

6 

Can! Brfj^on ' 

Maple Mousse E ■ . ' j. 


7 

Steven Lawrence 

Tessa’s Little Marvels 

377 

7 

Stephen Hart v . 

’ KeM.'.Ccrifboya.- 


7 

Adam Hogg 

Blaggy Hogg 

377 

7 . 

S King 

Cncb^.Alexandrea 

, 377 

7 

Andrew Burman 

Wimbledon Stupid Heads 

377 

n . 

L»-9oyiN . 

’"JIT 


12 

J M Salt 

Jotty City 

376 

H. - 

.Ital Macbray 

_ChamPh>oase ,1 .v;.--. 


14 

Keitih [Horry 

Organic Manure FC 

374 

W 

. D J Roblnson . 

■ftnk For Engfand . - t 


17 

S Walls 

The Untouchables 

373 

17. 

G-Lahe... 

Basket Of Eggs ; . _ 

'-'3 73__'_i^ 

17 

Jonathan McCrossanWashtops Army 

373 

17 

Robert Northcroft 

1 Know Your Wife .*■. 


21 

Peter SheJock 

Lincoln Sc.GDes 

372 

21 . 

M Crossland 

pitnqr.C Lyons ‘ 


21 

C M Down 

The Deals Reserves 

372 

21. . 

peter Frankanbl 

Ariendo . . - ; 

"S7Z- 

21 

David Robinson 

Double B 

372 

21 

Mr Stroud • 

- *- . 

372 r:. 

21 

Kristov Baerwald 

"Ibm and Phillip 

372 

2ft_ 

. Mr Andrew Qxrk 

Clark LMted ' 

37i'i: --i 

28 

David Edmonson 

Edmo United 

371 

28 

ramlD . 

MomblhM ‘&eeday.-> .g^='. 


31 

Husam Sathry 

I’m Off To France United 

370 

31 



ijrap.- 

31 

Mr D Cannon 

Know Can do F C 

370 

34.. 

aixnra cihijn^ii ./ 

Baxxy*s Defence 



■_.^uuay we publish the latest results in- 
'V our Independent Fantasy Football" 
"g ame? supported by Pfulips 
Energy Saver Light Bulbs. 

The Jbam.Market' r and Scores table published 
below, shotfs four scores. The Week 13 (Wkl3) 
column lists ail points scored in matches played 
between Monday’ 4 November - Sunday 10 Ncf ’ 
vember inclusive. ColumnB lists all points scored ' 
before the transfer period Column A lists all points 
scored after the transfer period. The Overall (Ov) 
column lists’ the total amount of points scored in 
alTmatches played from Saturday 17 August - Sun- 
day 10 November. 

Also published today is the Top 50 League.table 
(see left)/£t lists the overall top scoring tncte- 





Le& make, togeieffot? 


ieir 


teams fiat mafr^es plStyed br^e^ ^ain^.t7 r 

August - Sunday 3 November. 

Results wifi be published eveiy Wednewfay ra 


^*m^**v+ ■ • ' » . : 

^on^uQdayrTfcnns and condiriopsare a^netyi- , 
f'Otisly published and are avaipfeujkm requesL • 


- -r PRIZES 


alsoappearthefoU owing Suriday,in : the Inde- 


SCORING SYSTEM 


4 points fbragoal *4 points for a gxdkeepetidefenderdean 
sheet • 3 poinlsfor a successful assist ■ / point wiien a play- 
er is selected and plays* I poi/tf for a winning goal *3 points 
for a manager win, i point for a draw* Lose Ipoau far a 
ydbw card* Lose 3 pants for a red card 


The overall winner at the end of the season will 
be the entrant who has accrued, more points 
than any other Independent Fantasy Football. 
- team in that time. Win the ultimate prize - a 
trip to the 1998‘Worid Gup m France. The win- 
-ner, plus companion, wilt 'see all the action of 
■'■a. quarter-final and a semi-final of their choice, 
plus the final. In addition, the highest scoring 
team each month will win a pair, of tickets to 
? one of England’s World Cup qualifying games 
at Wembley. . . . 


ft- 


T EAM MAR K ET AND S COR ES 


B - Before transfer period 
A - Alter transfer period 


OVBtAIJL SCORE CALCULATE) ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 17 AUGUST- 10 NOVBHB&R; WEEK 13 SCORE CALCULATOR ON MATCHES PLATED FROM 4- 10 NOVEMBER 


34 

W ■' 

34 

34 

34 

34, ; 

34 

34^ 

34 


Dr Tom Boyle 

TtJppK* r* .j.: 
David Baker 

Keith Watson 
J; HrSVW^j:^ 
Robert Pringle 


46 


9. 

46 




Last Gasp Gullits 
. Chain Sheet 

Baker Boys 

Abbey Last (JtojtXKf v 
Elementary Opportunits 
■ ^dependent I flAja i ^ 
Dcepdale Villa 7 _ 
josg rjatrti ' , r : ;£®. ; ":' 

_A y?dcera_ __ Football Magic 

.■jgAn.PsjfWpf'l' ^ - HaqttNxnp. RaudngFC^ ~ 

^BarryLee^ Lee^ Manor 

^ ■_ -j ‘ ; No in 

J^eGfebons Champagne Sleepingovcr 
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Francos Henderson Secondary Celtic _ . 
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Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWEIT 


One of the most influential fig- 
1 n,- ures *n. European rugby yester- 
i;, (iL .' day announced a new 
bridge-building exercise be- 
tween major northern hemi- 
sphere dubs and their respective 


J PV I ■ O i ~ r . , — — ■— — — 

- v’.^rPhrM. S^ mm S bodies aimed at halt- 
ing tHe game’s downward slide 

r raid 


gun 

•sives 


into black comedy. Roger Pick- 
ering, the chief executive of the 
Five Nations Committee, said he 
expected a cross-border fixtures 
schedule to be agreed at a 
meeting later this month. 

Pickering, who is also tour- 
nament director of the 
Heineken European Cup. was 
speaking as officials from Cardiff 
and Bath voiced their concerns 
over the fixture congestion that 
has already seen four important 
league games cancelled in Eng- 
land because of Test call-ups 
from Ireland and Scotland - a 
situation that is almost certain 
lobe repealed three times in the 
□ext 10 weeks. John Hall, the 
Bath team manager, feared 
“massive disruption" at club 
. level as the international season 
gets into full stride. 

While Pickering accepted 
that the die had been cast for 
^this season, he insisted that a 
Rnew pan-European fixture 
structure would be in place in 
time for the start of the 
1997-98 campaign. 

“It’s at the top of the agen- 
da and representatives of the 
Five Nations Committee will, 
meet with dub officials from all 
five leading countries before the 
end of November to thrash this 
out," he said. “The fixtures for 
this season have already been ’ 
agreed and it will be very dis- 


continue to provide the back- 
bone of activity in each country. 
Although a number of lea ding 
clubs want cross-border tour- 
naments on a home and away ba- 
sis next season, they are unlikely 
toget their way the price is a 
diluted league programme. 

Cardiff; who face Bath in a 
sell-out Heineken Cup quarter- ■ 
final at the Anns Park era Sat- 
urday, are the latest dub to be 
confronted with fixture diffiad- 
ues; they play Sale in the Anglo- 
Welsh tournament tonight but 
wffl be forced to field a second- 
string side. “I think the r ugb y 
league dubs learned the lesson 
some time ago that one game a 
week is enough for anyone,’ 3 the 
C&rdiff coach, Tfeny Holmes, 
said. “It’s unfortunate, but none 
of our first choice players will 
face Sale for obvious reasons.” 

Holmes could hardly be 
blamed for playing safe as he al- 
ready has a number of injury 
concerns in advance of the Rath 
showdown, with their outside- 
half, Jonathan Davies, and the 
loose forward Emyr Lewis fac- 
ing late fitness tests on rib and 
finger injuries respectively. 

Bath are even more vulner- 
able on the casualty front; they 
have lost the experienced for- 
wards Graham Dawe and 
Richard Webster to knocks suf- 
fered during last Saturday’s de- 
feat at Northampton and win 
almost certainly be denied the 
services of the former England 
lode, Nigel Redman. He is still 
struggling with a groin condition 
sustained during the victory 
over Dax three weeks ago. 

■ Italy have named a 21-man 
squad for 


sport 

Hall puts 
Cardiff 
game top 
of the bill 

John HaD, Bath's director of 
rugby, yesterday described the 
European Cup quarter-final 
with Cardiff as “the biggest 
match in our hisiaiy". 

A sell-out 12,000 crowd will 
pack the Anns Park on Satur- 
day despite live coverage on 
BBC Wale: 


their friendly against 
at Twickenham on Sat- 
— r-,, w eek. The back-rower 

— CgriadoCovi is recalled after a 

cult to change things at this " fjveyear absence while the cap- 
stage. but by agreeing a struc- v tiiip, Massimo Cuttitta, has re- 
turn for uftxl season we can.- bweredfrtrniath%hmjiiTyfh«r 
make it virtually impossfolefor -forced him to miss last month’s 
these problems to arise again.” *1ntanationaI against Australia. 

Importantly, Pickering. 
bwwledgedihe primly of Eo- 

ropeao rugby over domestic . 3W»toa a Troncon, o Arando, m amS; d 

fixtures, although he indicated Domneez. COrlandi, Fftopani Cum. S Bor- ■ . - .... . — — . . . 

thm national compete DubHri^«sSy. O'Shea .cored a tiy In Mf ^ 


American foot ball 

NFU San MOD 27 Dam* 21 . . 

Badminton;: . . 

Jute BradhaxEngtand's No 1 doubles 
Pteyec has Yrthdraw turn domeafcand : 

ewrwBBon until after 
to of hwhaty n« summer on 

medical t«R rrfesEntfand's 

w^matchserte retest China, which 
In i' 


SPORTING DIGEST 


out tie with Saratov Moscow In the last 
33. London's remaning away games are 
against Ankara in Turkey and KbnnencJ 
In Hungary. 

NBA: Denwer 304 Toronto 93: Cfvcafcj 97 
RwwxTftseaaJe lloSBOTmerosw. I 
po wwft Utah v San Antonio. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Attantlc DMsJou 

W 


Toronto 


Basked*#-: 

f ondon oTtfae Budweiser 

L£a0je - ™st«i’fceirtiw final home 
European Cup 
a'dfGeor-' 
Wdapinstnxl- 
tirae weeks to 
Ahcl that 
a knock- 



Now York 

— 5 

Ortmdo 

— 4 
2 

WtaNn&m 

— 2 


Zj 

NewJoraey __ 
Cootnri DMsion 

— 0 

w 

7 









Atlanta 

—3 



5% PMMan 193 ftr2 (46.4 ours; Stead 
Anwr U2notAte* Sohni BS). RBMttanwon 
by right wtefcot*. 

TOWI MATCH (Coc&ta. tad; flnrt day of 
ItaM): South Africa 243 and 233; Karnata- 
ka 115 and 117. South Africa won by 244 ~ 


SMBER CHAMPIONS TROPHY (SfaMjab. 
.IMEb Sn Lanka 189 (SO mere: M Ateppatu 



POOLS FORECAST 


mCarHitt 

1 Aaron Via v 

2 Btecktxvn v 

3 Evononv 

4 Leeds v 

5 Manchester Utc 

6 Newcastle v 

7 Tottenham v 

8 WimOiadon v 
Playing Satdap 
brough. 

PlqdW 

Ul0Ufll 

Nationwide 
First 

9 Bolton v _ 

10 Branford 

11 Grimsby v 

12 Norwich v 
13. Oxford Utd o 

14 Port Wila v SheffiwdjjM 

15 Ponsmoufti'-*- — - - 
180 

17 Southend WMfL w 

18 Smrxtan vcrowiv 



v^n. 

» C»p Hret i^nd 

“SSSJ?*SS®^g!?r-i 

. . -1 . . > 



21 Bonham Wood v Rushden • 

22 Brentford v Bournemouth „ 

23 Bristol Rwas v Eater — 
» Bromley v Enfield 


2 

J. 

....J 


25 Brenfey v Lincoln 1 

2B Chesterfield v Bury -...Jt 

27 Cotefiester v Mfycrvnba 2 

28 Famborough v Barnet 2 

29 Gdlirrgham v Hoiuftxd L 1 

30 Hartfepoal vtork 


BelTs ScotUsk League 

Premier Division 

4L Aberdeen v Dundee Utd 

42 Hearts v Hibernian 

43 KAnamock v Motherwell . 


31 Macdesflefcf v Rochdale -... 

32 Northwlch v Walsafl 

33 Ptymoutfi vRUham 

34 Runcorn v DffikngDn 

35 Scunthorpe v Rotherham. — 
38 Shrewsbury v Scarborough .. 
37 Stevenage v Hayes 


44 Raltfi v Dunfiwmftw X 

Scottish First Division 

45 Atckfe v FaUrH.....,, 


.X 4S Clydebank v Partlck- 


3. 47 Dundee V St Johnstone . 


X 


48 St Mirren v Greenock Morton. 

49 swing v East Fife 


38 Stockport v Doncaster. J. 

39 Swansea v Bristol City... X 

40 torque; v Luton X 

Aim ptogrlng (Hot an coupon*): BoaanUtd 


vMorecambe;CamixldffUrivVtoang:C3rM 
v Hendon; Carfcte v Snapshot Dynamo: 
Chester v Stahbridp; Cohryn Bay vWrwham 
.. (OWeNfianrnbiCMMvNdden'Misser: Hed- 
nesfoid vSouthport Layton Orient v Merth)*; 
MaRSfleU v Consett Peterixiroutf) v Chei- 
tenham: Preston v AJtnneftam: Sudbury town 
v Brighton: Wisbech v St Albans. 

Maying! mfasr: Woking v Mffiwal. 

Maytag Sunday: Newcastle town v Notts 
Ooun& jBtSaa'M CSyFZT. Nonhampron 
tad: VRatoyTbwn vHcfl tor Stsrtonxtfi «3. 


Abo ptaylqg (not on coigiona): Sacond DF 
vision: Berwick v LMngaan; Brechin 
CI)de:QuocnoftheSoutf)vHamfflon:San- 
housemirv Dunbaion; Snanraarv^c TMnf 
Division: Afckxi v Queen's Park; Coi 
beeth v Arbroath; Ebst Sflrflng v Alice; For- 
iarv Montrose; imemess Caledonian Rude 
v Ross Cooniy. 

FOUR DRAWS: Enron v Southampton; 
Bolton v Oyster Palace; Queen's Park 
Rangere v Charton: Chesteifleia v Bury. 

nVEAMWSEChefasa, Ipswich, Dagenham 
& Redbridge. Enfield, Ybrfc. 

TEN HOMES: Aston Villa, Tottenham. Nor- 
wich. Oerxfcxd. Bristol Rovers, QUktgharrk 
Shrewsbury. Stockport. Aberdeen, Airdrie. 


RACING RESULTS 


j i’OOP^ 


£. T fal> »oiwtttQ tc Dufflekfl 

r'l^ stwAaT'- >«»: £3.40; 

£3 - 7 9.Du* 1 Forecast: 
tlnR?‘t£2!’ S *"5S r Forecast: 

“i S rno: £85. 70. 

11 - 2. 10 
Tot* cm 

2-i powa * * aoM 

Amer« 14-1; 3. Bek 
1 Vi 2 Ve. (J Hdw. 
£6.70, £1.50. Duri 
CSF: £25.72. Trio: 

ChemocM 3-1 tav;2.- 


Jackpot: £10.105.80 - part won. Pool of 
£12,9£LS2 carried forward id W orcester 

today. 

Ptacepcfc £200 JO. Quadpot: £52.50. 
Place & £8055. Ptaco 5: £31.66. 

.. LUDLOW 

l.tfKl. HBOFORP ClftMBf) 4-1:2. Owe- 
lo 5-6 tam 3. One More Dine 12-1. 6 no. 
4, 'U. (WQM Turner. Sherborne). Tote: £5^0; 
£2.60. CLOD. Dual Forecast: £5JG. Com- 
pu(er Sbrifftt FOrocasC £8.13. IWt Qntatafs. 

140: 1. MCHU (M nerwds) 6-1: 2. Fan- 
wick 2-1 tor, 3. »«• MahMt 11-2. 8 an. 
1L2. |MBLFtefoBJLAninteO.T«B! £740; 
£2.40. £LS0. Dual FWWSSC »«X Com- 
puter stnagm Forecast; £18- 5a rot MU 
QTha Rags. 

2J0: L BURUNS10N SAM K) Burowa) 


“"“Theft! » ~ - 7-2; 2. Haeketta Crocs 7-1; 3. Twice The 


mjo. Computer 
tl6.46..Tneasc £48^9, 

NBPHEWtDWrtBie 
it ?« l ^ a8n, “ 3.Pe tr ParT60t 

fevCee-NX 'ATA. ® 
y!™ 1 * £5^0. £2.20. 

ry , tan. 4-1 s-ij< ftpugaons 

F«2*Laril*M. lAMOtm. T*e £15^0: 
S?® 1 £3M - Dual Forecaac 
CSfe£8SJ9Ltocam £26087. Trite 

Mft U*D mow Q Qitarfl . 

3.1* 3-Wtoodbury Lad «w»ter. . . 
w Meatfwri. Tribe: C3.TQ: 
031. OF; £4.80. CSF? £948, Wr 
smtangsuo. -. 

• ^«fct-'iWairi*usH (S^andM^s^ 
^ J* teMMDi 9-X ; a, M«ote 33-5. 8 
ran. 0. 2 (T MRS, to*K mO- CtJOQ, £EB0, 
£?.5a thal.foroeest: E7J30. CSF: m.45. .. 


: .v ' 


(pu®d op). 3»«. 1% (A Hobbs. «n®*ridas). 
Tote: £41ft £L50, £3-70. £280 DralFpie- 
cast: fiUXSO CSF; £3824. TflcasC £253X». 
Tim £39.70. 

• 2^ftl.lB!ALAinOTILHmey)6-l;2. 

Ob The Tear lfl-l; 3. Domateii Baje 25- 
1. 7 ran. 15-6 fav Darag island (£oBJ- 14, 
1*A. (MSI C Johnsiy. ChepBTOwljTote! 
ESOtt £2.40 £430 Dual Rjrecasc £3080. 
CSF: £8253. 

SJOM. LA1W pent (M A fio&aald) 4-5 
tovi a. DwlMiiaa 5-4:3. WMsil Loot llv 
LEnn-Nk. 17, (N Henderien. Lamboum). 
TMK £1-60: £1,00 £3 JO Dual ForetWC 

lX50.CSf.CU2. t . 

3v401. LORD OF THE WEST lAMSgUW) 
5-2: 2. FWW Sky 9-2; 3. Ratabow Ca*- 
fleeter. 5iteL&4.u;OTte«,Paii«i). 

tote: £4J»i £X60, £2.00- DR ^50. GSR 
£33.15. 

4JUhLP0M*VS OPEAM (MrRthOfri- 
nn) 5-ii.a. a » Jkn 6-1: a. fmim- 
wotMMM.6-1. 6 CM. 8-13 lav Dftopero 
10tW; 20, 6. U Wanen, Matton Mowbrsy). 
Tote: £090; £L30.£a5O Duel ftrecasc 


£10.90. Computer Straight Fora oast: 
£3127. nr- Hidden VMey. 

Placapec £37.90. Qna4»t: £2480. 
Ptace 6: £204^5. Place 5: £137:90. 

SEDGEFELD 

12^0:1. TOP SKIPPER (A SSM8U U> 
1: 2. Snowy lane 7-1; 3. Bahe SetaCD- 
L 10 ran. 11-8 tavOAritey Street (4mi. 

5. (M Wftne, JWimond). tote £13^0: 1120. 
£3.70. £L80. Dual Forecast: £15.90. 
Computer Strain Forecast: £77.68, Tnc 
ash £610.01. Trta £66.60. Fotfowktg an ot>- 
Jecdon by me second to the wwwer, placing, 

unaltered. 

- 3L20e 1- BRAMBLES WAY (PMven) S>1; 
2. Contort** 4-5 tav, 3. Sues Leat 9-2. 9 
ran. 4.10 (Mn» M Rsvetey, SaMxvn). Totec 
£8,00 flL5Q.Fi.10, £L70. Dfi £7.90 CSF: 
£1&U. Tno; £&50. NfC MznaL 

LSfci. TOLL OTRAOEfl-Wief) 11-2; 
2. Vai Da Rama 5-1; 3.tonndarofandi 5- 
2te. 9 ran. Vh, IB. (P Cahab RtponL Tote: 
£020; £2Jto. £150, £140. Dft 05-30. 
CSF; £32.0a Tricast £79^9. Tno: £H20. 

-220: 3~ IVY HOUSE (M Dwyer) 2-1 tav; 
2. Jtiy Daley 4-1; 3. Ole Ota 13-2. 8 ren. 
3>A, V*. 0 J OTte*, Penrith), tote: £2.70; 
£110, £180, £180. DF; £5.90. CST. 
£1105. TiWteC £42£4, 

2J0:.l CADER M09 (P NMBh) 6-1; 2. 
ftoal Bert 6-1- 3. BiMattdi 33-1 8!ran. 
4-7 6w Unde teeny (pulled up). 4, 1£L Orbs 
M Rnehv. SaHbun). Tote: £4d0; £140. 

. £170. £160. DR £7.90. CSP. £3905. . 

i2ttl ELA MAEA (J Rakort 3-12. Du. 
raid 4-6 tav; 3. flb Joy 25-1 7 ran. 7. 2V,. 
(Mre AStenbank. Richmond). ToCk £4.70: 
£2-00. CLIO. DF: £120. CSF: £5^7. 

3^0:1 -TI6M4tA-MARA (M Newton) 5- 
2; 2. Hamden Clock 7-1; 3. Smart Approacb 
13-8 ftwL 7 m. 6, 2. o M Jeffersoa MaL 
tpn). Tote: £4-10; £1.40. £3-30. DF: 
£10.90. CSF: £1BJ». 

Pferoepot: £43.10. Quadpot £5£0. 

Made 6: £52.79. Plaoa K £8.55. 


StBvenagB Borou^i, ow Vauxhafl Con- 
ference champions, ha« been charged 
bytheFoodsafiAssociatJonwithbring- 
In gtoe game Into efisrepute. The charge 
relates to comments made by Victor 
&ean, their chairman, during his un-- 
aiccessful Hj^i Court acdon a^inst the 
Football Learie.. Stevenage were do- 
nled promotion to the League because 
they did not meet its ground require- 
ments last season. 

Btonln£iam City have escaped the ttoeat 
of possible gound closure following 
crowd incidents at Manchester City on 
21 September 21 The Football Asso- 
dation area) take no further action. Aten 
Jones, the secretay, said: 

“We are happy wtth the FA deaskm but 
we do not see It as a soft option. The 

FA are aware that we are intent on And- 

ing the people responsible and that we 
win be taking the strongest action.* 

FA CARLING PREMtERSMP AND NATION- 
WD£ LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 8USPEN- 
®ONS:Sai>«teMc4ftAFtilehar(WlmUedon) 
dm marohes fiom 20 Ntwembe; M toons 
Huron Tovwil one match from Saturday. 21 
PanaNy FolotK Emerson (MABeabrough) 
three matches from Sunday. 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE First Dhfeton: 
Pttatpooed: St Johnstone v East Fifa (pisy- 
inganffu). 

AWN HSURANCE COMBINATION Hrat 
DMstaK MttHril l Arsenal x West Ham 2 
Bt^iton 4. 

QBjMAN CtA>qnarteivanafc Enerpe Cottbus 
0 St Raul 0 raeC CbtttxA won 5-4 on penai- 
flesl- 

Ice hockey 

NHL Bidtab3 Ftonda 2 KM); Moimeri 3 Ed- 
monton 2 (mV: Cofcvado 6 NY Istanders 2; 
Vancouver 3 NY Rriigers 2; Dates 3 Anaheim 
Z 

■■ — ^ 

mumreyenng 

Kawasaki have signed Tfeny Rymer and 
lain MacPhenson to ride In raff season's 
British- Supertske Championship on 
the* factory Nir^a ZX-7RR machines. 

Max Blaggl. the three- time 250cc 
world champion, wdl not ride for Aprtl- 
'i season. The teilan team wfl com- 
he newly^teied Japanese 3«s 
la and the Italian riders Stefa no 
Peru# ni and Loris Capiroesi. Captrossi 
wHl be returning to the 250oc class af- 
ter two seesens m the 500cc with Yama- 
ha, whoa Peruglnl win move from the 
125ccda9s. 

Rugby Union 

The South West have named sn play- 
ers from Courage League Three side Ex- 
eter fortheir match against South Africa 
A at Exeter on 20 Noirember 20. The 
setecare wire unaUe to cal on any Bath 
or Bristol players because the Eng 
Professional Rugby Union Clubs haw 


not j« agreed to release players from 
the top two divtstorvs. But, despite this, 

there are three Gloucester men rn the 
side. Chalky White, South West man- 
a©s;s^± "Because erf the type of play- 
er avalabte for selectSon these divisional 
matches against the touring teams will 
not serve their purpose as being trials 
far England A untS EPRUC universally 
release their pteyers." 

SOUIH WEST (v Sooth Africa A, Ewtar, 20 
Novwjbw): C Cndtag (GloucesM); B M» 
•on fftewbuy), A Tnmnr (EtoJcr). N Oman 
(Nstew^.G Sharp (Hentay); A Green (Ex- 
wort. A Meander (Exetert: T Window 
Igo ucedert .jt BrooMag (E xetep. A Deecon 
(GkuceJtei). R Barter (Eanefl, D fHatt (Read- 
tog). N Soetbeni (Ewer), R Amwtrong (Pty- 
mouth Albion). N Carter (GtouaStert. 
Replacements: J Davis (Lydneyl, M 


MteteMtlGtoucaoH). JHdten (BettrUnw), 
P teittridfs (Rareftig). R Rbr (Qoucesterii 
A Knox (Lyttoey). 

Tamils 

OMimiAN INRECT BRITISH NATIONAL 
TBWB_OiAMPK)NSWPS (WlonO Herts 
•ta0es tiret round: N Gould (Awn) tt J Bar- 
nettW of Soot) 8-1 6-4; C VWMnson (Hares 
& leW) bt D Sanders tSwnareeO 6-2 6-2: N 
Baste (Cheshire) bt P Hand (Bute) 7-6 4- 
? te c Bwm « (Hants 

A toWO 6-4 6-4: J Bates (Surrey) bt D Drap- 
w (North^ 64 6A- T Itanman (Own) bt 
G Soffary (Berks) 6-4 6-2; A Pamar (Herts) 

«**a) bt G Henderson ftaksl 6-3 6-2; M 
Lee (Sussex) U D Vlted (Kent) 64) 6-2; N 
Vital (Hants A loW) bt C VteD (Surety) 1-6 
I) btJ Dowd- 


6-4 6-4; M 
son (Bucks) 6-2 


(WoTScoO I 


WOmen’e sfaefee test raomt: S Smith (Es- 
»x) tt ATontoff (Kent) 2-6 7-5 6-3; L Juris 
fCton) tx J Dawson (Sussexj 6-2 6-2; L La- 
inter (Wanw*s) bt V Davies (S wal) 4-6 6- 
•WJ Wtad (Durham & Cleveland) bt K 
Wtane-Holsnd (Cheshire) 6-4 7-6; J Choud- 
(Qnteu u M WBfewn^n (Essex) 6-4 6- 
li^Potoanow (Berks) MC Coombs (Kent) 
3-6 68 6-0: M MNer (Ytaks) bt H Croak (Es- 
6-3 6 4; C Tartar (Own) bt E Lan0ey 
ghropshte) 6-1 7-5; E Bond iGtos) btSTse 
We Of Men] ^0 «C LAM IDnwi) bt L Ftekirw 
(Durham & Cleveland) 6-4 7-6: L Woodrofle 
fSurrey) bt (21 R VMtot (Lancs) 6-4 8-4: C 

Wood (Sussex) tn&ASultel (Dorset) 6-76- 

tote B-2 2-6 6-3; J Puan (Sussex) M F Heam 
Md(U 6 3 60; H MBBhew (Bote) bt K CRHS 
(Devon) 6-3 7-5. 

AOVANEA WOMEN’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
(PMtBdetalita) SAttoea test roondS BPaulus 
(Aui)btACoecer(SA) 6-1 6-2: C Rubin (US) 


lies, confirming its 
billing as the biggest Anglo- 
Welsh club match ever. Be- 
tween them, the sides boast 23 

major domestic titles sixice 19S1, 
while more than 2(1 full in- 
ternationals could be involved 
in a dash that has Wales versus 
England written all over it. 

Speaking in Cardiff, Hall 
said Bath intended putting 
patchy Courage League form 
behind them and keeping alive 
their European dream. 

“We’ve already lost in this 
tournament at Pbntypridd. and 
1 expect -Cardiff to be a belter 
side than they were," he 
claimed. “By rrur standards, 
you could say that we have had 
a terrible start to the season. We 
are still playing some magnifi- 
cent rugby, it’s just that things 
are a little bit tougher now." 

Bath’s horizons do not end 
with Europe. The English 
champions are planning a two- 
match tour of South Africa 
next summer. They hope to play 
Natal in Durban and Western 
Province at Newlands. Cape 
Tbwn 

Cardiff, who have also pro- 
duced some erratic league per- 
formances this season, expect 
their injured international trio, 
Jonathan Davies, Derwyn Jones 
and Emyr Lewis, to return for 
Saturday. 

Terry Holmes, the Cardiff 
coach, said: “Bath have been 
the most consistent English 
side for years. It will be a huge 
challenge for us, but if you want 
success at this level of compe- 
tition then you have got to 
meet, and beat, the best. Let's 
hope the game lives up to its 

billing." 

In Saturday’s other quarter- 
finals, English rivals Leicester 
and Harlequins come face to 
face at Welford Road, while 
French giants Dax and Toulouse 
meet head on. Llanelli visit 
tournament favourites Brive 
on Sunday. The semi-finals are 
scheduled for 4-5 January with 
the final on 25 January. 


toVRuanoRascuatSp)^ 61 7-5; A Fra- 
zier (US) M K Habsudova (Slovak) 7-6 6-4; 
MStai^resiiyaiSJbt LPonfli(US)6B62 
62jM WartW VWmeyor (US) bt R ZIubotoE 
va (Stow*) 6-0 6-4. 

(US) 4JS8PCK 2 M Dung (US) 3.564; 3 Y 
Kuftlrato JRus) 3^64; « G baresNc (Croat 
3 j 444; 5 T Muster (Aut) 3.166; 6 B Becker 
(Ger) 2.634; 7 A Agassi (US) 2364; 8 R Kra- 
#»k (Noth) 2.262; 9 T Enqwsi (Swe) 2,162: 
10W Ferrara (SA) 2.149. 

Ate TOW* PRIZE-MONEY WINNERS: 1 Y 
MbWiw (Rub) $2335,448: 2 PSamras 
(US) *1346,252; 3 G hransewc iCroa) 
51-665.485; 4 T Muster (Aut) 51.545.496; 
5 M Chang IUS1 $1^02^66; 8 R Krajicek 
(N«h) SX233.7WL- 7 B Becker (Ger) 
*1096007; 8 T Enqwa (Sue) 

S1-128J547; 9 A Agassi (US) SI. 11 6,595: 
10 T Woortorict^ (Aik) *998433. 
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The^ ^rrtrrutes of matfli irctiqn 
! lhe Tottenham and England : 
j wingar Dairen Ariderfon has | 
eiqaenericed in the las five 
weeks. Anderton, recoiling | 
1 from ipBin and hamstring in- j 
l-juries,; played in a 5-0 win) 
[.against Oxford Utd reserves. 


computing printing copying 


We’ve 

put a 

printer 

into our 

fax machine 

to give you some 

extra 

space 


The Canon MulKPASS 10 fa* machine 
contains M 1 K 1 MSS software vitvcti means 
it can also be used as a pmar. Rv further 
•tomatjon. freephone 0500 346 046, 


Canon 
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Swimming’s dreamer 

Guy Hodgson meets the man who 
expects to give Britain gold, page 24 






W^nNESDAYli^ * 

The worst team in Britain 

Keith Elliott speaks to the manager 
of the Stanford Aims, page 22 
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Juninho 


denies 


transfer 


rumours 


Football 

NICK DUXBURY 


Juninho yesterday reassured 
Middlesbrough that he has no 
plans lo leave Teesside, despite 
being quoted at length in Ital- 
ian newspapers that he 
favoured a future in Milan or 
Turin. 

“I don't know where these 
stories have come from about 
me leaving the dub,” the Brazil- 
ian striker said. "I am happy at 
Middlesbrough and I am 
pleased with the way things 
are going. The rumours that I 
want lo leave are not true." 

Earlier Middlesbrough sup- 
porters had to rely ou an agent's 
soothing words that Juninho's 
departure was mere speculation 
and that his fellow-countiy- 
raan, Emerson, was not about 
to quit either. 

The Italian press had Junin- 
ho pouring scorn on English 
football and saying that he 
wanted a move to SericA only 
a week after Emerson was also 
reported to be ready to leave the 
Premiership. 

The situation will remain un- 
certain until they report back af- 
ter the Premiership break 
tomorrow to. prepare for Sat- 
urday's game at Derby County. 

Juninho, signed last season 
from Sao Paulo for £4. 75m, was 
quoted in the Italian press as 
saying: “I believe my best 
prospects lie with Inter Milan. 
I could also be a success with 
AC Milan or Juventus. The 
real problem with much of 
English football is .its struc- 
ture. Even the tiniest of dubs 
in Italy are better organised than 
those’in England.” 

Hardly endearing stuff for 
Riversideis. but agent Gianni 
Paladini. who represents both 
players, was dismissive. "It’s 
all speculation, I promise you. 
They [Juninho and Emerson] 
are world-class stars and you al- 
ways get this kind of speculation. 
Because the trouble with Emer- 
son has occurred, everyone is 
trying to pick up on how the 


in Brazil, where the stories 
about his wanting to leave be- 
gan. The midfielder cannot 
play against Derby because he 
is starting a three-match ban. 

The Leeds manager George 
Graham has confirmed that be 
is interested in signing the Swiss 
international Ramon Vega, but 
is "a long way from any deal." 
The 25-year-old centre-half 
would cost upwards of £3m 
from the Italian club Cagliari. 
"I'm interested in any quality 
players that become available, 
especially defenders. Vega falls 
into that category," said Gra- 
ham, who has also been linked 
with Barcelona's Miguel Angel 
Nadal 

The Leeds wage bill will ex- 
perience a substantial cut 
should Tomas Brolin complete 
his return to Italy with Samp- 
doria. The 26-year-old Swedish 
striker is negotiating a loan 
coatract until the end of the sea- 
son with a view to a permanent 
move. 

Leeds, who bought Brolin for 
£4.5 in from Parma a year ago, 
threatened legal action over 
his refusal to report back at El- 
land Road when his loan spell 
ended at FC Zurich. 

John Aldridge has retired 
from International football to 
concentrate on his job as play- 
er-manager of Hrst Division 
Tranmere Rovers. 

Aldridge revealed his deci- 
sion to the Republic of Ireland 
manager Mick McCarthy after 
being forced to sit on the sub- 
stitutes’ bench throughout Sun- 
day's goalless World Cup 
qualifier with Iceland in Dublin. 

The 38-year-old striker was 
hoping to score the goal which 
would have equalled Frank Sta- 
pleton’s all-time Republic 
record of 20 goals. 

David Hodgson, the former 
Middlesbrough and Liverpool 
striker, has returned to manage 
Third Division Darlington for 
the second time. Hodgson is 
back at Fee thorns almost a year 
after he walked out on a mat- 
ter of principle, leaving Jim Platt 
in charge. Platt was sacked on 




got are doing. Juninho never 
spoke to a paper.” 

However, Emerson will face 
his manager Bryan Robson 
when he returns from holiday 


Darlington to the play-offs 3t 
Wembley. Hodgson is expected 
to appoint Gary Bannister as his 
second in command. 

More football, page 22 
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he wontfie event l|ast year. Henman was ex- 
pected to plSy' With Neil Broad after their 
Olympic success but Broad was not available. 
“Tim asked me to play," Bates said “1 
thought he was joking but it's good that he 


supports both singles and doubles.” 
In the women’s singles the big she 


Jeremy Bates on Ms way to victory against 


Draper in the first round at Ibtfortl yesterday 


Photograph: Gary Prior/Allsport 


In the women’s singles the big shock was 
Loma Woodroffe’s6-4, 6-4 victory overdid 
second seed Rachel Viollet* the British 
No 2, m the first round Woodro£fe,'20, broke 
in the first game to take the first set and then 
led 5-1 in the second Violletmade her last 
stand by winning three successive games be- 
fore the Surrey player took the 10th game 
for victory. Earlier Abigail TbrdofL the 17- 
year-old from Kent, led Sam Smith 6-2, 5-4 
before the top seed from Essex fought back 
to win 2-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

Results, Digest, page 25 
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Collymore cleared by Evans 


Nn. 5143. Wednesday 13 November 
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Tuesday’s Solution 
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Stan Collymore wifi be in Liver- 
pool's first-team squad for 


tonight’s Coca-Cola Cup third- 
round replay against Chariton 
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round replay against Chariton 
Athletic at Anfield after being 
cleared of swearing at reporters 
during a reserve team match. 

Roy Evans, the Liverpool 
manager, said yesterday: "He 
will be in the squad Stan Col- 
lymore is an important member 
of our set-up.” 

Evans also issued a statement 
after investigating allegations 
that the £8 .5m striker had 
screamed abuse at reporters af- 
ter scoring a goal during Sat- 
urday’s reserve-team game. The 
comments were said to have 
been overheard by children. 


Last week Liverpool fined 
Collymore £20,000 after fading 
to appear for a reserve match 
last Wednesday. 

"After talking with people 
present, including supporters, 
the club have decided no action 
needs to be taken. That is the 
end of the matter," Evans said 
Tm not saying anything else as 
I not want to make any more 
fodder for the newspapers." 

Arsdne Wenger, still smart- 
ing at having to deny rumours 
last week that he v'as about to 
quit Arsenal, yesterday can- 
celled his usual pre-malcn press 
conference. 

Wenger, whose team are on 
Coca-Cola Cup replay duty 


against Stoke City at Highbury 
tonight, has been the subject of 
unfounded rumours about his 
private life. 

“I know who I am and what 
I am trying to achieve," the 
Frenchman said "At the mo- 
ment I just want to be left to get 
on with thar.".. 

An Arsenal spokesman said: 
“Mr Wenger is still very very an- 
gry. What he is doing amounts 
to putting the press in the sin- 
bin for a period of time.” 

Wenger will end his protest 
after the Stoke game and rela- 
tions with the media should be 
back to normal for Saturday's 
Premiership match at Man- 
chester United. 


It’s a Computer 


Mountain men take to the field 
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ACROSS 


I Culm quarter day (6) 

4 Imperturbable dan-leader in 
tartan (*»> 

9 Retired bloke fit, yet may be 
called up (S) 

10 Defender taught to stand by 
(O 

12 Delivery breakdown (7,8) 

13 GirLs idiosyncracv to he ab- 
sent-minded (8) 

14 One in diplomacy is under- 
stood (5) 

lb Bundle of noweis, a fellow 
presented to Aycsha (5) 

15 Evocative note heard in 
chasing <S) 

2(1 Weep bitterly over youth on 
terraces (3, 4.5 *3) 

23 The Ring, perhaps, with 


snare parts? (6) 

24 Enquiry agents in hath, say? 


26 Gleam or gladiator's leading 
weapon (6‘) 

DOWN 

1 Immaculate, animated min- 
ers' leader (4-5) 

2 Nobody in Holloway was 
such a chronicler (7) 

3 One on wire loosens ath- 
lete's grip (12) 

5 Bill, a flier (7) 

6 Kina and aces played in bars 
l5l “ 

7 Accumulation of silicon held 
in storehouse (7) 

s Rosemary, say, in embrace 
of another boy ^4) 

11 Number of ruminants let 
loose ( 12 ) 

15 Study plan of mee Limt-place 
(9) 

16 Crusoe’s unusual energy- 
source (7) 



Andorra might not have a cur- 
rency or even a head of state to 
call its own, but from today it has 
a national football team to 
cheer cm. The tiny mountainous 
countiy, sandwiched into a Pyre- 
nean valley between France 
and Spain, is famous for ski 
slopes and duty-free shopping 
but when 11 Andorrans tie lo 
the field against Estonia they will 
also be known as the world’s 
youngest footballing nation. 

However, the chances of an 
upset in today's friendly are 
slim - the country has no pro- 


James Corrigan 

looks at the world's 
newest footballing 
nation: Andorra 


amongst the 64,000 inhabitants 
of Andorra, of whom- only 
19,000 are actually Andorran. 

•There is a lot of euphoria, a lot 
of expectation.” said David 
Carpa, the general secretary of 
the Andorra Football Federa- 
tion, who anticipates a full 
house of 1,000 spectators. 


absorb players from FC An- 
dorra, which is largely com- 
posed of Sjpamards and plays in 
the Spanish. Hurd Division. 
Twenty five years’ residence is 
necessary for ^turahsatjon and 
double nationality is prohibited. 

One FC Andorra player, Fe- 
lix Alvarez, is awaiting permis- 
sion from Fif^ to play with a 
temporary passport after mar- 
rying a local girl and the for- 
mer Barcelona striker Julio 
LucendoismasimQarposmon. 

Finandal restraints also 
threaten to hamper the rise of 


Iras is a JavaStation. Kfs a tWmcfient 
- the kind of machine that visionary 
companies Bke Sun Mkrosystems 
befeve represents the future of 
corporate desktop computing. 


It has no dsR It has no conventional 
operating system Hfs designed to 
run pure Java, using appfcations 
resiefing on your server. The benefits 
include higher refiabSty, better 
sanity - and a significant decreased 
cost of ownership over tradtonal PCs.' 


Sa 


25 Terminal next to river on 
brook (6) 


source (7) 19 Provide, at no extra cost, 

17 Fellow not playing the game ... 5°° r at ^me (5.2) 

in amusement park 1 7)" „ s,un y nd er income? (5) 

^ / 22 ......time to seek iob (4» 


side sounds more luce a jury than 
ateam, consisting of bankderks, 
civil servants, accountants, sales- 
men, construction workers, a HI 
repairman, an electrician and a 
hotel manager. 

Nevertheless the game has 
generated enormous interest 




sizeable Portuguese and French 
communities in a countiy where 
most people speak both Span- 
ish and French in addition to the 
native Catalan tonBie. The 
country is already finding a b out 
international football the hard 
'way as they are not allowed to 


mmuiu MUM^L ui lAliy C l^ll l . 

lion pesetas (£40,00), but Caipa 
is undaunted “Look what the 
Faroe Isles have done.” he saicL 
“This wifi really help the coun- 
try. If i t’s like this before we play 
Estonia, imagine what it would 
be like if England or West Ger- 


CaD for pur JavaStatibn one-page 
summary, and Network Gomputirig 
and Java executive briefing. • 


many came. 


Waited Back isaics zvaUaWe from Historic Newspaper 0I98884Q37U. 
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